
CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

In this chapter, the writer discusses and puts some theories related to the

problem of the study to support this thesis. Here are some related literatures in this

thesis  including the explanation of language,  the explanation of semantics and

linguistics,  the  explanation  of  listening skill  and the  explanation  of  music  for

education.

2.1. Definition of Language

     2.1.1. What is Language

According to Mesthrie (2001:1),  language is a system of arbitrary symbols

by which members of speech community  use as a means of

communication to interact and express the ideas, feeling, and thought. In another

definition  from the  philosophy  expressed  in  the  myths  and  religions  of  many

people,  language is  the source of human life and power. It  means that  human

cannot life without language, language is human’s way to get something. While

people still live, they always use the language to tell everything what they want.

In another idea from Wareing (2004: 5-9), he states that language is considered as

a system, or rather a set of system (a system of sounds, grammar, and meaning).

Based on the statements above, it can be concluded that when two or more

people  communicate  one  another  in  speech,  language  is  both  an  individual
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possesion  and  a  social  possesion  that  depends  on  each  other  to  interect,

communicate, share ideas, and transfer thoughts to get some information. 

2.1.2. The Facts About Language

According to Edward Sapir (2014) there are some facts about language,

They  are  :  (1)  whenever  human  exists,  language  exists.  (2)  There  are  two

“premitive” languages, all languages are equally complex and equally capable

of expressing any idea in the universe. The vocabulary of any language can be

expanded to include new words for new concepts. (3) All languages change

through time. (4) The relationship between the sounds and meanings of spoken

language and between the gesture and meanings of sign languages are for the

most part arbitrary. (5) All grammars contain the rules of a similar kind for the

formation of words and sentences. (6) Every spoken language includes discrete

sound segments, like p, n, or a. that can be defined by a finite set of sound of

properties or features. Every spoken language has a class of vowel and a class

of consonants. (7) Similar grammatical categories (for example, noun, verb)

are  found in all  language.  (8) There are universal  semantic  properties like

“male” or “female”, “animate” or “human,” found in every languages in the

world. (9) Every languages has a way of negating, forming questions, issuing,

issuing commands, referring to past or future time, and so on.

In this section, it can be concluded that language has an important role. In

fact, although people use different language in this world, language has same
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structure,  same function,  language has a similar grammatical such as it  has

noun and verb.

2.2. Semantics and Linguistics

2.2.1. Semantics
According to Geoffrey Leech (1981), Semantics (as the study of meaning)

is central to the study of communication; and as communication becomes more

and more a crucial factor in social organization, they need to understand that

semantics is important to be learned. Semantics is also at the centre of the study

of  the  human  mind  –  throught  processes,  cognition,  conceptual-izationall.

These are intricately bound up with the way in which we classify and

convey our experience of the world through language.

2.2.2. Linguistics

According  to  Fromkin  (2001:8),  linguistics  is  the  study  of  language

structure or  form, focuses  on the  system of  rules  followed by the  speakers

listeners of a language. It consists of morphology, phonology, phonetics, and

syntax. Many experts of linguistics point out that a theory of grammar specifies

the nature of all these components and the universal aspects of all grammars.

Another expert claims that ”linguistics is also a branch of cognitive science.

Cognitive science is a term for a group of disciplines that have the same goal:

defining  and  analyzing  human  being’s  ability  to  think.  Some  scholars

emphasize that the discipline of linguistics, along with psychology, philosophy,

and computer science thus forms an important subdiscipline within cognitive

science” (Carnie, 2002:4).
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Lyons (1995:1) states that Linguistics  can be broadly broken into three

categories or subfields of study: language in context, language meaning, and

language  form.  Language  in  its  broader  context  includes  :  language.

acquisition,  neurolinguistics,  psycholingustics,  sociolinguistics,  historical

linguistics,  and  evolutionary  linguistics.  The  study  of  language  meaning  is

concerned  with  how  language  employ  logical  stucture  and  real-world

references to convey, process and assign meaning, as well as to manage and

resolve  ambiguity.  A lot  of  authors  emphasize  that  by  scientific  study  of

language  means  its  investigation  by  means  of  controlled  and  empircally

verifiable observation.

2.3. Listening Skill

2.3.1. Listening

According to McDowell and Ch. Hart (1987, in Rosova, 2007), listening is

a complex skill which operates at various levels. It is a skill which involves a

series  of  different  strategies  of  mikro-skills  that  we use  at  different  times  for

different purposes. Richards (2008) states earlier views of listening showed it as

the mastery of discrete skills or micro-skill, such a recognizing reduced forms of

words. Recognizing cohesive in texts, and identifying key words in a text, and that

these skills should form the focus of teaching. In another expert from Howatt and

Deakin,  in  Saricoban  (1999)  said  that  Listening  is  the  ability  to  identify  and

understand what other is saying. This involves understanding a speaker’s accent or

pronunciation, his grammar and vocabulary, and grasping his meaning.
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Based  on  the  statements,  it  can  be  concluded  that  listening  is  one  of

fundamental language skills. It’s medium through with children, young people and

adult gain a large portion of their education-their information, their understanding

of  the  world  and  of  human  affairs,  their  ideals,  sense  of  values,  and  their

appreciation.

2.3.2. The Importance of Listening

According to Harmer (1998), there are three main reasons why listening is

important to be learned :

One of the main reasons for getting students to listen to spoken English is

to let them hear different varieties and accents – rather than just the voice of their

teacher with its own idiosyncrasies. In today’s world, they neeed to be exposed

not  only to one variety of English (British English,  for example) but also to

varieties such as American English, Australian English, Carriben English, Indian

English or West African English. To help students know about the varieties of

English is by using taped material which can exemplify a wide range of topic

such  as  advertisements,  news  broadcast,  poetry  reading,  speeches,  telephone

conversation, and all manner of spoken exchanges. In addition, by listening to

music students also can know about variety of English, accents and also the way

how to pronounce words. 

The second reasons of the importance of listening is to understanding what

people said, this is the point of listening proccess where you are able to plan

your response. Understanding takes place after you’ve received the information
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from the speaker, and begin to proccess its meaning. Students can do this by

asking  questions,  or  rephrasing  parts  of  the  speaker’s message.  This  allows

students to demonstrate their active engagement with the words, and help them

better understand the key points.

The last importance of listening skill is to build good relationship. People

tend to perceive themselves and their thought as more important than the others.

Thus, most of the time, people want others to listen to what they say. In other

words, people like others to pay attention on them. Therefore, if you listen to

them,  you  will  make  them  respected.  They  will  feel  themselves  important

because of you and more likely to have a good relationship with you.

2.3.3. Purpose of Listening

It is fashionable to include the two basic purposes for listening, they are, to

gain information and to gain pleasure (Marcus, in Yuliani; 2004).

The major purpose of listening is to gain some information. The reasons

for obtaining information  are varied, but they may all be classified under the

major purpose of listening for information. If the people learn something from

what they listen, they are listening to obtain information. The second purpose of

listening is for pleasure; listening for pleasure is appreciating listening to any

kind of stimuli  that  people find gratified to their  sense.  The response people

make to this of listening is more emotional than intellectual. The voice of the

strong  teller  containing  the  procces  balance  of  the  pitch  and  resonance  of
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softness and loudness of pause and inflection can send the listener into a visual

world of fantasy.

2.3.4. The Difficulties of Listening

According to Scrivener (2013), even if someone knows all the grammar

and lexis of a languages, it does not necessarily mean that they will be able to

understand a single word when it is spoken. In addition, Scrivener states that the

main learners’ problems according to them are: (1) people speak too fast to follow.

(2) they cannot tell where words start and stop. (3) people pronounce words they

just do not recognise. (4) they cannot work out the details of what is being said.

(5) they cannot get even general sense of the message. (6) they do not know what

attitudes people are expressing. (7) they cannot pick out those parts that are most

important for them to understand.

It  can  be  concluded  that  according  to  what  has  been  written  about

listening, there is a considerable evidence to suggest that listening is a skill worth

paying  great  attention  to.  Listening  consists  of  many  McDowell  and  Hart’s

microskills  or  M.Rost’s  necessary  components,  which  can  be  called  building

bricks, and which must be well-made and well-put to build a strong wall – “part of

a house called language”. (S. Hanušova’s didactics lesson) Shelagh Rixon claims

that “the principal aim of listening comprehension practice is  not to provide a

model  for  oral  production,  but  to  strengthen  the  ability  to  understand  spoken

messages” (p. 13). On the other hand, the writer thinks that songs include both

practice to strengthen the ability to understand and they are excellent models for

oral production.
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 2.4. Music for Education

2.4.1. Definition of music

Pelosi (2010) states that music is a more potent instrument than any

other for education. You will find many teachers of young children who

would agree with him.  Recent  research has found that music uses both

sides of the brain, a fact that makes it valuable in all areas of development.

Music affects the growth of a chimld’s brain academically, emotionally,

physically and spiritually.

Brocken (2013) states  that  music is  academic.For some people,

this is the primary reason for providing music lessons to their children. A

recent study from the University of California found that music trains the

brain for higher forms of thinking. Second graders who were given music

lessons scored 27% higher on proportional math and fractions tests than

children  who  received  no  special  instruction.  Research  indicates  that

musical  training  permanently  wires  a  young  mind  for  enhanced

performance.

According  to  Clark  (2005),  music  is  physical. Music  can  be

described  as  a  sport.  Learning  to  sing  and  keep  rhythm  develops

coordination. The air and wind power necessary to blow a flute, trumpet or

saxophone promote a healthy body. Music is emotional. Music is an art
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form. We are emotional beings and every child requires an artistic outlet.

Music may be your child’s vehicle of expression.

Music is for life. Most people can’t play soccer, or football at 70 or

80 years of age but they can sing. And they can play piano or some other

instrument. Music is a gift you can give your child that will last their entire

lives.

2.4.2. The Influence of Music

Music  as  one  of  the  neuroleptic  factors  reduces  the  signs  of

nerveousness of children and teenagers by 30%. Music is used

therapeutically, in psychiatry, pediatrics and child psychiatry. With the aid

of music neuroses an function failure (stamer, dyslexia,  dysgraphia) are

cured (Rose, 2010).

Mood music is very popular now, whether in the dentist’s surgery

to relax us, or in shopping centres to encourage us to buy. Heart surgeons

now  use  music   to  relax  operating  teams  during  long  and  stressful

operations.  In  one  london  hospital  women  can  listen  to  music  during

childbirth to relax them  (Murphey, 1992). Talk about music, it must be

connected with songs. In this study the writer convince that song can offer

new  ways  to  improve  students  skill  in  learning  English  and  carrying

students into pleasure activities without reduce discipline of learn.
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Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary (2003) stated that song is short

piece of music with words that you sing. Song is a work of art which can

be enjoyed by anyone. A song is musical composition. Songs contain vocal

parts that are perfomed with the human voice and generally features words

(lyrics), common accompanied by othher musical instuments. The songs 

for students contain simple vocabulary. Sometimes about objects around, 

so it makes students familiar English word. Songs also can be used to 

teach English skill, such as listening skill. By using song students can 

enjoy the lesson, because song is considered as a bridge of pleasure 

learning.

2.4.3. Types of Music (genres)

         Different types of music reach and stimulate different parts of the

brain.  There is music that provides physical energy to the body, and

music that provides mental energy to the mind. Music with the heavy

beat, such as rock, rap or techno, stimulates the body primarily through

the vestibular system. Like it or not, this music “gets into us,” often to

the point of being invasive or even aggressive. Music for the mind, on

the other hand, primarily stimulates the cortex via the cochlea. In this

kind of music, there is less emphasis on the beat and more on melody.

(Koopsen and Young, 2009)

                   In this case, there are many kinds of music genres. (Borthwick

and Moy, 2004). They are :

a. Acid House : House music featuring squelching loops from Roland

16



TB-303 synthesizers.

b. Acid Jazz  : contrary to its name, this style has little in common with

Acid House, Acid Jazz consists of various blends of Jazz,

Funk, House and Hip-Hop.

c. Acoustic   : Created without the use of electricity.

d. Blues          : A vocal and intrumental form of music based on a

pantatonic  scale  and  a  characteristic  twelve-bar  chord

progression,  blues  evolved  from  African  American

spirituals, shouts, work songs and chants that found its

earliest stylistic roots in West Africa.

d. Hip-Hop  : Music composed of four main; Rapping (also known as

emceeing) disk jockeying, break dancing, and graffiti.

e. House      :  Name after  its  birthplace,  the  warehouse,  a  club  in
chicago

house is in many ways an electronic extension of Disco.

f. Indie      : A genre of alternative rock that primarily exists in the

indieunderground music scene.

g. Jazz    : Jazz music has been called at first original art form to

devolop within the US.

h. Latin       : Latin-American music is sometimes called latin music,
and

it is more of an umbrella style than a genre.

i. Lounge   : Lounge music refers to music played in the louges and
bars

of hotels and casinos, or at standalone piano bars.
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j. Pop        : Pop music is a subgenre of popular music, pop music may

be distinguished from classical or art music and from folk

music.

k. R&B       :  Rhythm  n  blues  (R&B)  was  coined  as  a  musical

marketingterm  in  the  late  1940s  by  Jerry  Wexler  at  Billboard

magazine.

      In this study, the lecturer used a pop genre to improve students’

listening skill. The reason why the lecturer prefers pop genre is because

pop  genre  is  the  most  popular  genre  of  music,  pop  songs  is  Easy

listening, it is a very slow song, and students often play pop music in

daily life (Hawkins, 2017). 

2.4.4. Corellation between Listening and Music in Teaching

Kirsch (2008) states  that  listening activities  should be  based on

meaningful, appropriate, and authentic texts (e.g., a story, song, or poem)

that  assist  listening and remembering and that  match the language and

grade  level  of  pupils.  Another  expert  from Ersöz  (2007)  suggests  that

teachers  should  be  careful  to  choose  songs  that;  (1)contain  simple  and

easily understood lyrics. (2) link with a topic or vocabulary that learners

are  studying in  class.  (3)  contain repetitive  lines.  (4)  allow students  to

easily do actions (to help emphasize meaning).

In other words, music and listening cannot be separated. When we

talk about music, it means that we are listening to the song. Especially in

teaching method, we use the songs to be listened by students to improve
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their  listening  skill.  Song  can  be  very  helpful  as  far  as  learning

pronunciation is concerned. They provide the authentic language with all

its traps (such as connected speech, different pronunciation of the same

sound, or difficult  pronunciation of some words) laid for learners,  who

should be exposed to it  as much as possible to strength their  ability to

understand it (Rosová, 2007). Besides, background of music can be used

with  role/real  play,  pair/group  work  about  the  song.  Rosová  (2007)

suggested  several  activities  to  enhance  the  EFL students’ listening  and

speaking skills. There are some activitiesof what EFL teachers can do with

songs in the classroom to teach listening and speaking;listen to the song,

sing the song, sing without listening to any recording, perform songs, talk

about  the  music,  talk  about  the  lyric,  talk  about  the  singer/group,  do

interviews,  practice  pronunciation,  intonation  and  stress,  do  choral

repetition and use music as background for role play.

2.4.5. What to Do with a Song in Language Teaching

According to Tomlinson (2003), there are some steps about what

we can do with a song in language teaching. They are :

1) Listen. 

2) Sing, whistle, tap, and snap fingers while we listen.

3) Sing without listening to any recording.

4) Talk about the music.

5) Talk about the lyrics

6) Talk about the singer/group.

7) Use  songs  and  music  to  set  or  change  an  atmosphere  or  mood,  as

background  furnishing.
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8) Use songs  and music  to  make a  social  enviroment,  form a  feeling  of

commuity, dance, make friends.

9) Write songs.

10) Perform songs.

11) Do interview.

12) Do surveys, make hit lists.

13) Practise selective listening comprehension, 14) Compose  songs,  letters

to singers, questionnaries.

15) Translate songs.

16) Do role-plays (as people in the song).

17) Dictate a song.

2.4.6. Song in the Classroom

According to Murphey (1992), song in the classroom is a wonderful way

to learn English. Song is one of the general media that is very useful to be used in

teaching. Everyone likes listening to music. Songs are not only fun for students

and teacher, it is also effective to students who learn English language. Song also

can  be  used  to  teach  a  variety  of  language  items  such  as  sentence  patterns,

vacabulary, pronunciation, rhythm, adjective, adverb, articles, etc. The teacher can

explain  about  how to  increase  listening  skill  by  song  lyric  because  it’s  more

understandable and easy to teach.

According to William (2013), there are many advantages of using song in

the classroom:

1. To present a topic
2. To provide a relaxed classroom atmosphere
3. Music has the ability to produce greater students motivation
4. Song invites the students to be active in the learning practice
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5. Students who have language difficulty can especially benefit from the

introduction of music in the classroom
6. Music establishes the positive vibes in the learning activities
7. Music  adds  an  element  of  fun  while  helping  accentuate  the  lesson

orientation

8. Music helps students to be more comfort from strained situation in the

classroom.

Based on the reasons above. The writer  can conclude that music is the

universal language and students respond very strongly to the song. Students sing

together  with other  students  and teacher. It  is  a  fun way for  students  learning

English to increase their listening skill. The writer believes musical support to be a

valuable resource that teacher can depend on to help teach language and share

culture at  the  same time.  While  songs serve as  useful  teaching tools  for  EFL

students, they also contribute to helping create a positive and warm atmosphere to

the English learning environment.
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