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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter presents a brief discussion and descriptive of some relevant 

theories to support the research. The followings discuss film, main character, 

synopsis of Nil Battey Sannata film, character education, and previous studies. 

2.1 Film  

As commonly known, film is one of the means of communication with 

audiovisual media which consists of related elements. The elements are built to 

convey the message of the film to its audiences. Film is defined as the depiction of 

photographic which is greater than the depiction in the theater. As Klarer (2006: 

53) states, film is a means of photographic depiction far surpass the means of 

portrayal in the theater. It deals with material aspects such as camera angle, 

editing, slow or fast motion, and sound, etc. Film is categorized into performing 

art because it uses actors as its major means of expression. The visualization of 

the action is not left merely to the imagination of a reader, but rather comes to life 

in the performance.  

Thus, since a film consists of material aspects such as camera angle, 

editing, slow or fast motion, sound, etc. and uses actor as a means of expression, it 

makes film categorized into performing art. The visualization of actions should be 

really life in order to make the audience come to their imagination.   

A film has also has terms for analysis. They are mise-en-scenes and 

realism, composition and the image, and sound (Corrigan, 2004). In addition, 

Klarer (2006) explains, elements of film can be subsumed under the dimension of 

space (called mise-en-scene), dimension of time, and dimension of sound. 
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Dimension of time includes motion and plot. While dimension of sound includes 

dialogue, music and sound. 

To analyze the negative moral values in Nil Battey Sannata film, this study 

uses three elements to analyze. They are movement of figure (dimension of 

space), dialogue (dimension of sound, and morion and plot (dimension of time). 

the parts which have been mentioned are the part of the three elements that will be 

used to analyze to obtain the data related to character education values and 

teachings. 

2.2 Main Character 

Characters are of central importance for film experience, and they confront 

us with a multitude of questions concerning their production, structures, 

meanings, effects, etc (Eder, 2010). It means that character in the film is an 

instrument which helps the viewer to understand the meaning and information 

about the story.  

Nil Battey Sannata is the story of a single mother who works multiple jobs 

daily and dreams real ‘big’ for her daughter. Playing the role of a single parent is 

Chanda played by Swara Bhaskar who works as domestic help, prepares pickles 

and works at a shoe factory to support her rebellious, 15-year-old, class 10th 

student daughter Apeksha/Appu (Riya Shukla). Consistently failing in 

Mathematics, Appu is not interested in academics. Paying heed to this, Chanda 

saves every penny to enrol Appu in a coaching class; basis the latter passes her 

pre-boards with 50 per cent marks. 
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Chanda is in poverty stricken, ambitious and single mother is worth a 

salute. Chanda makes audience pity her throughout the movie. The way she has 

pumped life in her character is something which can’t afford to miss for sure. 

Apeksha alias Appu is played by Riya Shukla who plays the role of Nil 

Battey Sannata. Her performance as a rebellious teen is too captivating and she 

has done complete justice to her role in the flick.  

2.3 Synopsis of Nil Battey Sannata Film 

Chanda Sahay is a single mom who has a daughter named Apeksha Sahay 

who uses to being called Appu. Appu is in grade 10. Appu is a lazy girl. She is 

reluctant to study. Every night Chanda asks Appu about her ideals. Appu answers 

that she will be a servant because she thinks that the children of doctors will 

become doctors, the children of engineers will become engineers. So, she thinks 

that she will surely become a servant. This makes Chanda think hard to change 

the way of Appu’s mind. Chanda is confused to think Appu’s future until 

someday she is almost hit by a car of a functionary official when she is walking 

with her confusion. Then, Chanda looks for where the official’s home is. Chanda 

wants to meet him and asks where he went to school before he becomes an 

official. Chanda asks what campus should be taken if someone wants to be like 

him. Chanda seeks information for her daughter.     

Chanda thinks hard to make Appu have good mind about her ideal. 

Chanda expects that Appu will become a doctor or an engineer. Chanda does not 

want Appu become a servant like her. Chanda tries hard to make Appu serious to 

study to reach her ideal.  
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Chanda is always consulting to Dr. Deewan who is Chanda’s employer. 

Dr. Deewan has suggested that Appu should be given extra classes to follow her 

lessons. But Chanda who does not have much money cannot enter Appu into the 

course. Dr. Deewan then suggests Chanda to go to school in order Chanda can 

teach Appu herself at home. Chanda then goes to school which Appu studies. 

Appu is angry and wants Chanda stops studying in her school. Appu was not 

happy. Then Appu is making an appointment if she passed his mother had to quit 

school, but his mother refused. Chanda says if Appu’s value of Mathematics is 

higher than her.  

Chanda studies hard with the help of Amar. Amar is the cleverest boy in 

the classroom. One day, Chanda gets satisfactory scores at Mathematics. Seeing 

the that, Appu is challenged to compete in scores and achievement with her 

mother. So, Appu starts to study seriously and diligently. This apparently makes 

Appu has a strong desire to learn by approaching Amar to teach her mathematics. 

2.4 Character Education 

There is a phenomenon that when a school could graduate the students 

who have high scores, it means that the school is a good school. Whereas, 

education is not only aimed at increasing intellectual quotient, but also developing 

emotional quotient, social quotient, adversity quotient, ecological quotient, and 

spiritual quotient. To say it more simply, making the students able to get score A 

in a subject is actually not the only goal of teaching (Albantani, 2016). The 

phenomena are indicated by the fact that parents and teachers demand the students 

to pursue value, rank or medals. The parents worry about their children scores that 
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they send them to courses after school. The teachers call parents when the 

students get bad scores or low academic achievement. 

Before discussing character education it is necessary presents ‘character’. 

Battistich (2011) says for some people, having character simply means following 

the rules. or avoiding violation of the rules. This certainly is relevant to character, 

but is far from sufficient. As understood here, character refers to a much broader 

constellation of attitudes, behaviors, motivations, and skills. Character includes 

attitudes such as the desire to do one’s best and being concerned about the welfare 

of others; intellectual capacities such as critical thinking and moral reasoning; 

behaviors such as being honest and responsible, and standing up for moral 

principles in the face of injustice; interpersonal and emotional skills that enable us 

to interact effectively with others in a variety of circumstances; and the 

commitment to contribute to one’s community and society. In short, character is 

the realization of one’s positive development as a person—intellectually, socially, 

emotionally, and ethically. . 

Furthermore, Some evidence that the implementation of character 

education are arranged systematically truly have a positive effect on academic 

achievement. (Kamaruddin 2012). It shows that having character makes someone 

easier to get achievement. It is in line with what Lickona (2003) says, character 

education holds that widely shared, pivotally important, core ethical 

values—such as caring, honesty, fairness, responsibility, and respect for self and 

others—form the basis of good character. It means that if a student has character 

he or she will be easier to get achievement in academic aspect because he or she 
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has responsibility for his or her own. He or she also becomes an interesting 

personality because of having respect to others.     

2.4.1 Definition of Character Education 

Battistich (2011) defines character education as the deliberate use of all 

dimensions of school life to foster optimal character development. It means, 

character education utilizes every aspect of schooling which includes the content 

of the curriculum, the process of instruction, the quality of relationships, the 

handling of discipline, the conduct of cocurricular activities and the ethos of the 

total school environment. All of these are to foster good character in all school 

members. In addition, the role of parents plays in the character development of 

their children at home.  

Lickona et al (2003) state that character education includes thinking, 

feeling and behavior.  It means, good character involves understanding, caring 

about, and acting upon core ethical values. Therefore, it involves to develop 

the cognitive, emotional, and behavioral aspects of moral life.  

Good character consists of the virtues where virtues are objectively good 

human qualities such as, wisdom, honesty, kindness, and self discipline. Virtues 

provide a standard for defining good character. Thus, the more virtues we possess, 

the stronger our character (Lickona, 1999 cited in Chowdhury 2016). 

2.4.2 Character Education Values 

The Ministry of national education has formulated 5 main values in 

character education that would be implanted in self-learners as an effort to build 

the nation's character. The followings are 5 main values of character education in 

the Ministry of National Education (Kemendiknas, 2017) version: 



12 
 

1. Religious 

The obedience to understand and implement the teachings of religion 

(beliefs) which is embraced, including in this case is a tolerant attitude 

toward the practice of other religion (beliefs), and living in harmony and 

co-exist. 

2. Independent 

Independent means not dependent on others and using energy, thoughts, 

and the time to realize the hopes, dreams, and goals.The attitudes and 

behaviors that do not depend on others to complete various tasks and 

problems. But this does not mean there should not cooperate 

collaboratively, but should not throw the duty and responsibility to others. 

3. The spirit of nationalism 

The attitudes and actions that put the interests of the nation and the 

country above the personal or individual and group interest. 

4. Community self-help 

The attitude and actions that reflect a concern for others and the 

communities need. 

5. Integrity 

Integrity means always tries to make himself as a person who can be 

trusted in words, actions, and jobs. Students whose integrity will be careful 

in establishing the association, for the trust placed in her friends is 

expensive.  
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2.4.3 Character Education Teaching 

In preparing a better generation for Indonesia, all people have to pay 

attention to the three components of the main characters, namely moral knowing 

(moral knowledge), moral feeling (the moral sense), and moral action (moral 

conduct). All of these are related to one another. Good character starts from 

knowing a good thing, wanting a good thing, and doing good (Lickona, 2003).  

In teaching character education, there are principles which need to 

emphasize. Lickona (2003) states that there are eleven broad principles identified 

to define character education:  

1. Promote core ethical values as the basis of good character 

The school community promotes core ethical and performance values as a 

basic of good character. The school makes clear that these basic human 

values transcend religious and cultural differences and express our 

common humanity. Examples of core ethical values are caring, honesty, 

fairness, responsibility, and respect for self and others. Examples of 

performance values include diligence, best effort, perseverance, critical 

thinking, and positive attitude. The school community selects and 

commits to its core values as the foundation for how people interact and 

do their best work in the school.  

2. Define character comprehensively to include thinking, feeling, and 

behavior  

The school defines character comprehensively to include thinking feeling 

and behavior. Students learn to care about core values by developing 

empathy skills, forming caring relationships, developing good work 
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habits, taking on meaningful responsibilities, helping to create 

community, hearing inspirational stories, and reflecting on life 

experiences. And they learn to act upon core values by striving to do their 

best and be their best in all areas of school life. 

3. Use a comprehensive, intentional, proactive, and effective approach 

The school uses comprehensive, intentional and proactive approach to 

character development. character lens to assess how virtually everything 

that goes on in school affects the character of students. A comprehensive 

approach uses all aspects of schooling as opportunities for character 

development. This includes the formal academic curriculum and 

extracurricular activities, as well as what is sometimes called the hidden 

or informal curriculum (e.g., how school procedures reflect core values, 

how adults model good character, how the instructional process respects 

students, how student diversity is addressed, and how the discipline policy 

encourages student reflection and growth).   

4. Create a caring school community 

The school creates a caring community. A school committed to character 

strives to become a microcosm of a civil, caring, and just society. It does 

this by creating a community that helps all its members form respectful 

relationships that lead to caring attachments to and responsibility for one 

another. This involves developing caring relationships between students 

and staff, among students (within and across grade levels), among staff, 

and between staff and families. These caring relationships foster both the 

desire to learn and the desire to be a good person. All children and 
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adolescents have needs for safety, belonging, and the experience of 

contributing, and they are more likely to internalize the values and 

expectations of groups that meet these needs. Likewise, staff members 

and parents experience mutual respect, fairness, and cooperation in their 

relationships with each other, they are more likely to develop the capacity 

to promote those values in students. In a caring school community, the 

daily life of classrooms and all other parts of the school environment 

(e.g., hallways, cafeteria, playground, sports fields, buses, front office, 

and teachers’ lounge) are imbued with a climate of concern and respect 

for others.  

5. Provide students with opportunities to engage in moral action 

The school provides students opportunities to engage in moral action. 

students are constructive learners—they learn best by doing. To develop 

the cognitive, emotional, and behavioral aspects of their character, 

students need many and varied opportunities to grapple with real-life 

challenges (e.g., how to plan and carry out an important responsibility, 

work as part of a team, negotiate for peaceable solutions, recognize and 

resolve ethical dilemmas, and identify and meet school and community 

needs).  

6. Provide a meaningful and challenging curriculum that helps all students to 

be succeed  

Because students come to school with diverse skills, interests, 

backgrounds, and learning needs, an academic program that helps all 

students succeed will be one in which the content and pedagogy engage 
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all learners and meet their individual needs. This means providing a 

curriculum that is inherently interesting and meaningful to students and 

teaching in a manner that respects and cares for students as individuals. 

Effective character educators give a model for persistence, responsibility, 

and caring by differentiate instruction, employ a variety of active teaching 

and learning strategies, and look for ways to the character which is 

potentially developed through everyday teaching and learning.  

7. Foster students‘ intrinsic motivation to learn and to be good people  

The school fosters students’ self-motivation. Character means doing the 

right thing and doing our best work “even when no one is looking.” The 

best underlying ethical reason for following rules, for example, is respect 

for the rights and needs of others—not fear of punishment nor desire for 

reward. 

8. Engage school staff as professionals in a learning and moral community 

All school staff needs to be involved in learning about discussing and 

taking ownership of the school’s character education effort. First and 

foremost, staff members assume this responsibility by modeling the core 

values in their own behavior and taking advantage of opportunities to 

positively influence the students with whom they interact. Second, the 

same values and norms that govern the life of students serve to govern the 

collective life of adult members in the school community. Third, a school 

devotes time to staff reflection on issues that affect their collective pursuit 

of excellence and ethics. 
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9. Foster shared moral leadership and long-term support for character

education

Schools that are engaged in effective character education have leaders

who visibly champion the effort and share leadership with all

stakeholders. Many schools and districts establish a character education

committee—often composed of staff, students, parents, and community

members—that takes responsibility for planning, implementation, and

support.

10. Engage families and community members as partners in character

education

Schools that reach out to families and include them in character-building

efforts greatly enhance their chances for success with students. They

communicate with families—via newsletters, e-mails, family nights, the

school website, and parent conferences—about goals and activities

regarding character education.

11. Evaluate the character of the school, its staff, and its students to inform

the character education effort

Effective character education includes ongoing assessment of progress

and outcomes using both qualitative and quantitative measures. The

school uses a variety of assessment data (e.g., academic test scores, focus

groups, survey results) that include the perceptions of students, teachers,

and parents. Schools report on this data and use it to determine next steps.


