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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In this chapter, the writer presents about related literature which is based on 

relevant theories and previous research findings. It covers the explanation about 

literature, novel, gender, gender and culture, aspect of gender, gender inequality, 

and the effect of gender inequality. 

2.1. Literature 

According to Islam (2016), literature, in general can be inferred by its name. 

However, literature has been published in written media and has been inherited for 

the tradition of storytelling, myths, ritual speeches. The author presents works to 

convey his ideas to readers with literary form. Here, we can understand that every 

work has its own characteristics and authors. It is clear that the writer's ideas in 

work can greatly affect the mindset of the reader. In addition, defining literature 

cannot be limited to one person's opinion. In this case, the author will bring up some 

definitions from some literary experts in this discussion. 

 Eagelton (2003) stated that "Literature is different from the language we use, 

literature is a special kind of language". The language and literature are two things 

that look alike, but a language is a way of expressing the mind and through voice 

articulation, whereas literature is produced in a special language by the language 

writers or the creators of the work. Language elements consist of sounds, words, 

and sentences. The most important thing in language is how a word formed into a 

sentence. unlike language, literature is created from a thought expressed in a 

particular language. Literature has a variety of forms. Like, poetry, drama, epics, 
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prose, short stories, free verses, and novels. Thus, the main thing is that all literature 

is built on written language. Moreover, literature exists because there is language 

  Literature can create real emotion to those who read it, people can express 

their emotions such as crying, laughing, and even angry by just reading a story. 

According to Mayer (1990: 5), One of the most important values of literature is that 

it nourishes our emotional lives. In Addition, literature also as the symbol of critic, 

humanity, and love.  Reminds that in literature someone can express their feelings, 

there will not any limitation to make improvisation. 

Based on the topic to be studied, the writer chooses a novel to be discussed. 

The novel is a type of literature that presents the values of character development 

as well as the values of life, presented by certain novel figures. In fact, reading a 

novel is able to enrich our understanding of giving an interpretation of its content. 

Furthermore, by reading a novel, brings us more information about various human 

being aspects and the things that happen in reality. 

2.2. Novel 

Novels are a form of fictional narrative that describes a  human experience. 

in the modern era, novels generally use the style of prose writing. while the word 

novel comes from the Italian "Novella", which means a small new staff. Britain and 

America are known as a country where novels are developed. Originally the novel 

evolved from nonfictional narrative forms, such as letters, biographies, and history. 

with the shift of the times and developments in society makes the novel not only 

based on nonfiction data, but also the writers can change the content of the novel 

according to their imagination. According to Goodyer (2008: 11), the novel like the 
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documentary is a hard genre to define. Through history, the term ‘novel' has been 

applied to writings that cover a plethora of topics, that employ numerous and varied 

styles, and that have achieved divergent results - critically, publicly, aesthetically, 

and economically. 

  Novels are one of the narrative proses that share with other narratives. Such 

as, romantic and epic. It has two basic characteristics of story and storyteller. The 

epic tells a traditional story that is a mixture of myth, history, and fiction. who has 

the character of gods and goddesses as well as an extraordinary human being who 

become heroes. Inversely related to a romance story that tells stories of characters 

greater than life. It deals with adventure stories and often involves searching for a 

thing or even hunting down the enemies. Many people have an interest in reading 

novels because they contain advanced, consistent, and large human depictions. that 

make a novel is different from the other genres, (Stevick, 1997). The occurrence in 

the novel describes the symbolic of primal desires, hope, and terror in the human 

mind. In addition, analogs itself created from the dreams, myths and even rituals. 

2.3. Gender 

One of the basic categories of social life is gender. Galliano (1995: 3) stated 

that "the study of gender is the study of women and men". Furthermore, he also 

explained from the beginning of the creation of a history that many people wrote 

about men and women. In addition, men are described as rational, masculine, 

powerful. Wood (1995: 5) stated that "women are expected to be sensitive to others, 

nurture, and emotionally, and are expected to be independent, assertive and 

emotionally protected". it causes the different structures and roles facing men and 
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women in society. The responsibilities of men and women are created by families, 

societies, and cultures are those who referred by gender. the concept of gender itself 

has aspects of the various characteristics, talents, and behavior of men and women 

(feminity and masculinity). Behavior and gender cognitive in men and women can 

be seen in society (Galliano, 1995: 3). 

  Some of the above theories explain that men and women are different types 

of people in terms of their nature and role in society. Different expectations about 

men and women are preserved from small family structures and compacted in 

society. The aspects that cause gender inequality are those who disagree with true 

of feminine and masculine that will violate the acceptance of limitations. 

  Although it is the cultural dimension that reflects gender differences. 

However, there are other things that concern many researchers that are elements 

associated with different sexual ethics. According to Nicoleta (2015), Cultural 

determinism is a reality developed by many theories explaining default assimilation 

of sociocultural values of individuals and their influence on attitudes, mentalities, 

perceptions and their behaviors. Obviously, the levels of culture are multiple, and 

each level has an influence to some extent. In general, what comes from the national 

culture is considered to have the strongest influence, but there are cultural 

dominants with origin in ethnicity, religion, social class, age, gender, education. 

Cultural as the center of human social life has the authority to determine the value 

of every aspect of life. Moreover, Culture influences thinking, language and human 

behavior. The social environment, in which individuals are born and live, shapes 

their attitudinal, emotional and behavioral reactions and the perceptions about what 
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is happening around. The same applies in the case of assigned/assumed roles in 

society based on gender. 

As is known, there are only two sexes in our lives, namely men and women. 

However, in a social concept called gender concerns the term masculinity and 

femininity. Sex and gender depictions sometimes lead to confusion. Some people 

think that both are the same while others say otherwise. Sex refers to the biological 

characteristics that categorize someone as either female or male. Biological 

differences are the starting point of gender different roles between men and women. 

Gender refers to the socially constructed ideas and practices of what it is to be male 

or female. According to Reeves and Baden (2000), It is a society that socialized its 

members to perform two different roles. Women are socialized to be feminine and 

men to be masculine. Men to be dominant, leading and aggressive in role-playing, 

while women play a more submissive role in society. Likewise, gender-based 

hierarchical power relations are created due to socially or culturally constructed 

ideologies. This means gender inequality is an outcome of the social processes.       

 From the above theories, the term sex implies to the biological factors including 

hormones, genes, chromosomes, and different anatomies that determine whether a 

person is male or female. In the other hand, the terms of gender concerns about 

males and female characteristic determine appropriate traits and a different 

expectation of both. It has been clearly stated that gender views masculinity and 

femininity based on social and cultural values. 
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2.4. Gender Inequality 

The issue of gender inequality has been the main concern of the feminist 

movement. The movement does not only try to diminish gender inequality but it 

also makes sure that women do not experience gender inequality anymore. 

Firestone (1998) stated that "the origin of gender inequality is from the division of 

society into two distinct biological classes for procreative reproduction". This 

statement shows that gender inequality from the social perception to differ men and 

women which is based on their sex to gain reproductive function.  

Across the world, women are treated unfairly and less value placed on their 

lives because of their gender. Women's differential access to power and resource 

control is central to discrimination that exists in all institutional spheres. 

Households, communities, markets, and state. According to Reeves and Baden 

(2000), Within the household, women, and girls can face discrimination in the 

sharing out of household resources including food, sometimes leading to higher 

malnutrition and mortality indicators for women. In that case, gender inequality can 

lead to male preference, expressed in sex-selective abortion or female feticide. In 

the labor market, unequal pay, occupational exclusion or segregation into low skill 

and low paid work to limit women's earnings in comparison to those of men of 

similar education levels. Women's lack of representation and voice to making 

decisions in the community and the state perpetuates discrimination, in terms of 

access to public services, such as schooling and health care, or discriminatory laws.  

There are some gender roles that are regarded that is not causing problems 

in gender differences. for example, women with their reproductive organs to 

conceive, give birth, and breastfeed. Which in the future will play a role in caring, 
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nurturing, and educating the children. But the problem that needs to be sued is a 

form of injustice and inequality in gender itself. According to Longwe (1995), the 

empowerment of women as sustaining to take an equal position with men and to 

participate in the development, production, and another equal basis between men 

and women. Moreover, she also explained about equality and the kinds of gender 

inequality can be seen and determined based on five levels of equality those are 

welfare, access, conscientization, participation, and control. 

2.4.1. Welfare 

According to Richardson (2014), there is much reason to be concerned 

about existing gender inequality, especially in the major of well-being related 

dimensions such as education, health, employment, and earnings. Moreover, 

welfare is something subjective, every person has their own goals and definition. 

In addition, different lives will give different perspectives on welfare. According 

to Longwe (2005 :94), the definition of welfare that is both gender (men and 

women) has the same access to the resource such as food supply, income, and, 

medical care. furthermore, failure to achieve welfare in gender will result in the 

marginalism in one of non-dominant gender in the society. In addition, this only 

creates a certain gender advantage. 

2.4.2. Access 

According to Echols and Shadily (1995:5), access means the entrance, while 

accessibility can be translated into two meanings those are can be entered and easy 

to access or achieved. In Access the person must be ascertained to achieve all right 

and fundamental freedoms and empowered to participate fully in society on equal 

terms with all others. United Nation (2015) stated that "Accessibility refers to ease 
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of use and to the provision of flexibility to accommodate each user's needs and 

preferences". Furthermore, in gender perspectives access can be described as an 

equal basis toward men and women. According to Longwe (2005), equal access 

through gender perspective which provides equal access to land, labor, credit, 

training, marketing, facilities, and all public services. Longwe refers that equal 

access is obtained by applying the principle of equality of opportunity, which 

usually requires legal reform and administrative practices to eliminate all forms of 

discrimination against women. 

2.4.3. Conscientisation 

Conscientisation is referring to the process of people who reach a deep 

awareness of the sociocultural reality that shapes their lives and their capacity to 

change that reality through action on it. In addition, Freire (2000:80) stated that 

“the basic condition for conscientisation is that its agent must be a subject”. 

Moreover, conscientisation can result in collective action or can be applied 

individually to encourage critical analysis, metacognition and to let go of long-held 

and oppressive worldviews. Otherwise, Longwe defines conscientisation through 

gender understanding which gender roles are cultural and can be changed 

(2005:94). In order to avoid gender inequality in the social environment, she also 

explained that conscientisation belief that the division of labor based on gender 

must be fair for both parties and does not involve economic and political 

domination from one gender by another. 

2.4.4. Participation 

According to Radtke (2018: 21), Participation is widely used across social 

sciences and humanities. Moreover, participation generally has positive 



16 
 

 
 

connotations and has a board sense as the act of taking part in a wide range of social 

activities such as volunteering, attending, purchasing, responding, and voting. 

According to Brodie et al. (2009), there are three kinds of participation those are 

public participation, social participation, and individual participation. In addition, 

all those kinds of participation must be followed by various elements of society 

regardless of their background and their gender. United Nation (2005) stated that 

“equal participation of women and men in decision making processes with 

particular emphasis on political participation and leadership”. As the matter of fact, 

the full participation of men and women in policymaking, economic and sectoral 

analysis, project design, and management might be impeded by cultural and legal 

constraints which limit women ' s participation and by women ' s relative lack of 

time and mobility due to their workload and multiple roles. Moreover, a lack of 

awareness in the right of women’s participation in society can lead to gender 

inequality in the context of participation. According to March et al. (2005), equality 

of participation means involving women in making decisions in their community. 

2.4.5. Control 

Control is one of those elusive, dynamic, and always present forces in 

human life. According to Reckless (1973), conveys that two control systems work 

against our motivations to deviate. Our inner control includes our internalized 

morality conscience, religious, principles, and the ideas whether it is right or wrong. 

William (2007) stated that “fear of punishment, feelings integrity, and desire to be 

a good person are the parts of internal control”. Whereas our outer control consists 

of people such as family, friends, the police who influence us not to deviate. Within 

the social environment, control can be influenced by dominant ethnic even 
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dominant gender in the society. From those things, there will be oppressed ethnic 

or gender minorities. According to Longwe (2005), equality control means a 

balance control between men and women and nothing dominates from both genders 

in purpose to achieve equality over control. 

2.5. The Effect of Gender Inequality 

Public concern about gender inequality has grown substantially in recent 

years. Politicians and journalists descant with increasing frequency on the increase 

in inequality as a threat to social stability. According to Bourguignon (2017), there 

is certainly much truth in such views. However, the lack of rigor in the public debate 

is striking, and one may doubt whether a constructive discussion of gender 

inequality, its causes and the economic, social, religion, tradition, and political 

consequences can take place without more clarity. It is really the case that inequality 

is everywhere increasing more or less continuously. 

Hiller (2009) Stated that “Cultural norms affect educational choices of 

parents for their children which, in turn, impact children’s participation decisions. 

Few empirical works investigate the link between gender role attitudes and 

investment in human capital”. In Addition, the effect of gender inequality is 

compounded by the way that gendered barriers interact with other forms of 

disadvantage and discrimination.  

The inequality looks very clear for countries that are still dealing with 

gender inequality such as Afghanistan. According to United Nations (2010), 

poverty, abuse of power, an absence of security, and lack of choice, and 



18 
 

 
 

discrimination are some of the effects that faced by women in Afghanistan because 

of gender inequality that occurs in the country. 

2.5.1. Poverty 

According to Chambers (2006), poverty is what can be and has been 

measured, and measurement and comparisons provide endless scope for debate. In 

addition, poverty also causes lack of material, Besides income, this includes lack of 

or little wealth and lack or low quality of other assets such as shelter, clothing, 

furniture, personal means of transport, radios or television, and so on. This also 

tends to include poor access to services.  

  Poverty remains widespread and it is closely related to inequality and 

frequently accompanied by a sense of powerlessness and exclusion. Addressing 

poverty becomes an even greater challenge. This is the situation in Afghanistan. 

Poverty and its multiple ramifications scar the lives of millions of people in 

Afghanistan. United Nations (2010: 2) Stated that “As elsewhere, poverty is multi-

dimensional and can be traced to different sources and processes”.  

Poverty is neither accidental nor inevitable in Afghanistan, it is both a cause and 

consequence of a massive human rights deficit including widespread impunity and 

inadequate investment in and attention to, human rights. This report is concerned 

with the human rights dimension of poverty while acknowledging that many other 

factors determine who is poor or prosperous. It argues that poverty reduction 

initiatives should benefit from a human rights perspective and standards to help 

meet the objective of assisting those who are most marginalized, and the least able 

to enjoy the essentials for a dignified life, such as the right to food, health, access 

to justice, shelter and education.  
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The sustainable reduction of poverty in Afghanistan is contingent on efforts 

that roll back abusive power structures as well as the ability of the poor to make 

free and informed choices. It is no less important that there are transparent and 

accountable decision-making processes, that Afghans regain their trust in public 

institutions, and live in a secure environment. 

2.5.2. Abuse of Power 

Lauby (2012: 12) Stated that “When a person abuses or misuses their power, 

it’s immediately recognized. Trust and confidence in the person is damaged”. In 

fact, abuse of power is a key driver of poverty in Afghanistan. Vested interests 

frequently shape the public agenda, whether in relation to the law, policy, or the 

allocation of resources. This report argues that the Government is often unable to 

deliver basic services, such as security, food, or shelter. Widespread corruption 

further limits access to services for a large proportion of the population.  

The most significant power abuse problems were widespread violence, 

including indiscriminate attacks on civilians by armed Taliban groups by killings 

of persons affiliated with the government, torture and abuse of detainees by 

government forces, widespread disregard for the rule of law and little accountability 

for those who committed power abuses and targeted violence and endemic societal 

discrimination against women and girls.  

2.5.3. Absence of Security 

 There have been a number of studies that have attempted to define the 

concept of security. However, as past authors have indicated, security is 

multidimensional in nature and diverse in practice. This diversity leads to difficulty 

in providing a single all encompassing definition for the many applied domains of 
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security. According to Brooks (2009), security cannot be considered singular in 

concept definition, as definition is dependant on applied context. 

 However, there are many countries whose people are not in a state of 

security because the country is experiencing conflicts in government and power 

such as Afghanistan. United Nation (2010: 8) stated that “Insecurity is a constant 

in the lives of Afghans; armed conflict compounds and exacerbates poverty and 

inhibits or halts development programmes”. Conflict causes the conditions for local 

disputes to be resolved through violent means. Not with standing widespread 

acknowledgement that a militarized approach is not a solution to the crisis in 

Afghanistan, investment in issues such as poverty alleviation or justice, that are of 

priority concern to Afghans, is extremely limited. 

 Armed conflict has impacted the insecure lives of  people in Afghanistan. 

the impact of insecurity causes so much problem such as deaths, injuries, disability, 

and destruction of homes, assets, and livelihoods that are essential for survival. In 

addition to the cost in lives, People in Afghanistan are suffering from loss of 

livelihood and disruption of access to education, healthcare, and other essential 

services. In some locations, schools have been closed, clinics are inaccessible, and 

roads can only be used by men. 

 Women and children are becoming a victim of the Afghanistan conflict bear 

a huge burden when a family loses their breadwinner; Many families have lost a 

male member of their family leaving orphans, widows and families without support. 

In many cases, these families have lost their breadwinners and now, their women 

and children are begging on the streets. Moreover, insecurity restricts access to local 
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services such as education and health care, women and children face additional 

threats to their well being as alternatives are not available to them. 

2.5.4. Lack of Choice 

 According to Holton (2006), choice is the primary ingredient in the 

experience of free will. In Addition, Choice is the outcome of a process which 

involves assessment and judgement which is  the evaluation of different options and 

making a decision about which option to choose. In order for these processes to take 

place and a choice to be made, there need to be two or more alternatives from which 

to choose. Moreover, these alternatives should have some positive values, in this 

sense a choice between something which is definitely desired and something which 

is definitely not desired is not a true choice.  

 However, there are many people in this world who are trapped in a situation 

of losing their right to choose for themselves. The issue like that happen in a several 

conflict countries such as Afghanistan. United Nation (2010: 14) stated that “The 

defining feature of a poor person is that they have very restricted opportunities to 

pursue their well-being. Poor Afghans have very few choices or options in life, in 

particular when it comes to finding ways to overcome poverty”. At the individual 

or household level, poverty seriously limits the ability of a vast majority of people 

in Afghanistan to live a dignified life including the ability to make choices that 

match their aspirations. A striking example relates to education as it often depends 

on the economic status of a family, even in areas where schools are available and 

accessible. Poverty is one of the principal reasons why parents send their children 

to work rather than to school or why children are married at an early age. 
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 For those who being in a situation that deprive and unlucky, the right to 

independent living entails more than deinstitutionalisation and support options. 

While these are essential for an individual’s self‑determination, other issues are 

equally important. For persons to have choice and control over their lives they 

should be allowed to vote in elections and stand for public office, facilitated to work 

through reasonable adjustments in the workplace, and allowed to enter legally 

binding contracts. Finally, they should not be unduly deprived of their liberty by 

administrative. These activities empower an individual to exercise the choice and 

control which is essential for living independently. 

2.5.5. Discrimination 

 Discrimination refers to unfair service to certain individuals.  

Discrimination is a common occurrence in human society, this is due to the 

tendency of humans to discriminate against others. Discrimination lead to 

exclusionary behaviour. Examination of social exclusion provides additional 

insights into the problems of poverty and unemployment. According to Willmore 

(2001), governments combat discrimination based on race, gender or ethnic origin 

by promoting equality of opportunity by outlawing discrimination and making 

health care, education available to all and seeking equality of results by granting 

preferences to members of disadvantaged groups. 

 Therefore the issue of discrimination is very much considered, especially in 

the context of gender discrimination. Shastri (2014) stated that “Women are 

discriminated in this male dominating society”. The distinct roles and behavior may 

give rise to gender discrimination. Gender discrimination is the prejudicial 

treatment of an individual or group due to gender. Gender discrimination is not 
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biologically define to anybody rather than it is society, norms, culture, people, etc. 

Who create the atmosphere of gender discrimination. Generally, gender inequality 

or discrimination word used for women, because they considered being 

mostinferior and weaker section of our society. There are many countries is a male 

dominant society and gender discrimination is customized habitually, one of the 

country is Afghanistan. 

 The issue of gender discrimination caused by gender inequality in 

Afghanistan is very dengerous for women who live there. According to United 

Nation (2010: 17), gender inequalities demonstrated by statistics pertaining to 

health, mortality rates, education and literacy reflect institutionalized and 

discriminatory norms and practices. Moreover, girls and women in Afghanistan 

have much less choices in life than men and boys. They Also explain that maternal 

mortality in Afghanistan is the second highest in the world, with approximately 

25,000 deaths annually. This is the highest single cause of death in Afghanistan. 

Men hesitate to bring their wives for medical care as the nature of delivery is 

connected with intimacy and personal privacy which is seen as shameful to bring 

this into the public sphere. 

 Moreover, girl children do not complete school, undermining their chances 

of using education as a way out of poverty. According to Afghanistan’s Millennium 

Development Progress Report (2005), regional comparisons of primary school 

completion rates for girls and progress toward gender equality showed Afghanistan 

to be the only country out of 16 ranked as seriously off track. Not only in education, 

but also there is a significant difference between men and women’s access to food, 

mainly due to culturally accepted discrimination and exclusion. Generally, men are 
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served their meal first and receive the higher quality of the food available in the 

household. In some communities, brothers will cut ties with their sister who 

demands her share of the family inheritance. Women also forced by culture to take 

care of children, this makes it more difficult for them to find the time to be part of 

the workforce.  

  

 


