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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the writer presents about the background of the study, 

problem of the study, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation of the study, and the definition of key terms.  

1.1. Background of the Study 

Inequality is clearly an important issue that requires much more attention in 

the world. The inequality practices happen in the community still trapped in the old 

paradigm which caused discriminations to the people. According to Acker (Gender 

& Soceity, 2006), The steepness of hierarchy is one dimension of variation in the 

shape and degree of inequality. Inequality means different treatment to different 

people, whether inequality should encapsulate ethical concepts such as the 

desirability of a particular system of rewards or simply mean differences in income, 

differences in gender, and differences in religion are the subject of much debate.  

According to West and Fensteraker (1995;3),  At the behavioral level, 

gender influences what people do in a particular situation or environment. In that 

case, it refers to behaviors and cognitive processes that are more or less distinctive 

for women and men in a particular society. Gender influence is not always bring 

positive things. As a matter of fact, there are so many problems in the world that 

are rela ted to gender, such as gender inequality. Khan (2012) stated that equal right, 

responsibilities, and opportunities of women and men equality do not mean that 

women and men will become the same but women's and men's rights, 
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responsibilities, and opportunities will not depend on whether they are born became 

a male or female. 

There are some countries in the world that are still dealing with the gender 

inequality problem. For example, it has happened in Afghanistan. As a matter of 

fact, Afghanistan has been the scene of war for many years. The Afghani people 

suffered through a hundred years of political and religious unrest. Only to be 

subjected to another decade of oppressive Soviet military occupation during the 

1980s (Maley, 1998). Following the disbandment of the soviet union forces in 1992, 

an anti-Soviet Islamic group (Taliban) was formed to help to re-organize the state 

of Afghanistan after the war against the soviet union. There are so many extreme 

rules that the Taliban applied in that country. Along the lines of, girls and women 

in the urban centers were free to dress and do as they wished, they were also free to 

choose their own educational and occupational pathways and to enjoy the benefits 

of their achievements. But now all of that transformed to the degree since the 

Taliban become a ruler. Shah (1999) stated that women were punished for exposing 

an ankle, laughing in public, or wearing shoes that made too much noise. They are 

also forbidden from attending school, and they have to wear burqa to cover their 

bodies and faces, as well as not being allowed to go outside without a man. 

There is some study related to this study. One of the research was conducted 

by Niken Lestari about "Human Right Reflected In Malala Yousafzai & Christina 

Lamb's Iam Malala (2013), Memoir Sociological Approach". Malala is an 

inspirable girl from Pakistan. She is very brave to speak out about education and 

her story to the world. She was shot on her head by the Taliban, but she is saved. 

She becomes an inspirable girl and always struggles for an education. She uses this 
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memoir to tell her life and tell the women conditions in Pakistan, especially the 

condition of education in Pakistan. 

The objective of this study is to analyze Malala Yousafzai and Christina 

Lamb's in I Am Malala based on the structural elements and the Sociological 

Approach, it employs a qualitative method. She uses two data sources: primary and 

secondary. The primary data source was the memoir itself. Then, the secondary data 

sources were the books about sociological, references from the internet about I Am 

Malala, and other sources, which have relation to the analysis. The method of data 

collection is library research and the technique of data collection is a descriptive 

technique. Based on her analysis, the study shows that the problem faced by the 

minor character and major character. It is proved by the conditions in Pakistan, there 

are many violations and discriminations. This violation happened because we did 

not respect each other. As a human, we must respect each other because we have 

the same rights in this world 

Based on the statement above, the writer is interested in analyzing the novel 

that has the story about the gender issue. One of the literature that explores the issue 

of gender inequality is Deborah Ellis's novel called "The Breadwinner". This is an 

International bestseller book that has earned several awards such as the Middle East 

Book Award and Young Manitoba Readers' Reader Award for her originality to 

talk about gender issues. Deborah Ellis herself is an activist and feminist writers 

who really care about women's lives. She's been volunteers in Afghanistan and 

Pakistan, she was inspired to write about woman's life there. One of her famous 

works is a novel called "The Breadwinner", this novel has a story about a little girl 

from Kabul who struggles to survive under the territory of the Taliban in 
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Afghanistan. After her father was imprisoned by the Taliban army, she has to fight 

alone to support her mother and her siblings. "Parvana" had to survive under the 

rules of the Taliban that forbid women to go outside from home, she transformed 

herself into a boy, cut her hair, and wear boy clothes. In spite of the fact that she 

always finds a way to survive and protect her identity as a woman from the Taliban.   

Gender inequality is taken as the focus in this study because it is rarely 

studied in the form of fiction novels or literary works that adapt to feminism. 

Moreover, in this study the writer wants to show that there are many women in the 

world who are still trapped in inequality. It is also expected that this study can show 

women's struggles to survive in conflict areas such as Afghanistan. Although, it is 

only in the form of fictional writing. 

1.2. Statement of the Problems 

From the background of the study above, the statement of the problem can 

be formulated as : 

1. What are gender inequality found in main character’s life ? 

2. What are the effect of gender inequality in main character’s life ? 

1.3. Purposes of the Study  

There are two purposes of the study based on the statements of the problem 

above. The purposes of the study are:  

1. To describes gender inequality found in main character’s life. 

2. To know the effects of gender ineqality on main character’s life. 
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1.4. Significance of the Study  

This study tries to describe what are gender inequality found in main 

character's life and to reveals the effects of gender inequality in main character's 

life. Nowdays, the issues of inequality such as racial inequality, gender inequality, 

and education inequality become worldwide issues. Everybody in the world talk 

about committing action against it. The brief example of gender inequality is 

discrimination, however, there are only some people that have courage for 

struggling for equality. Although the issue of gender inequality is not new issue, 

because is already discussed in many literary works in the past.  

The Breadwinner is one of literary works which talk about gender issue. 

This novel is different from others novels because Debora Ellis uses a little girl 

point of view to deliver the message for the reader. The reader can see how main 

character and other women in Kabul  to survive from gender inequality and also 

this study can be an inspiration for the next researcher in the selection of topics or 

research subjects. Moreover, this study will provide several concepts of inequality 

to support the analysis. 

1.5.  Scope and Limitation 

1.5.1. Scope 

To avoid a boarder analysis, this study mainly focuses on describing what 

are gender inequality found in main character’s life and the effects of gender 

ineqality in main character’s life. Therefore this study will focuse on the main 

character.  
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1.5.2. Limitation 

In order to describes what are gender inequality and the effect of it on main 

character’s life, the writer only focuses on examining the kinds of gender inequality 

and the effects of it on main charatec’s life. Moreover, this study will use theories 

of gender and inequality as the key to analyzing the main character’s motives to do 

her action.  

1.6.  Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misuderstanding, this point presents about the definition 

of  several key terms. 

1. Novel 

Novel is a long work of narrative prose fiction, because of its length, 

a novel can picture life with all of its richness, complexity, and contradiction 

(Macmillan, 1987:491). 

2. Gender  

According to Galliano (2003:4), gender is a set of  male and female 

behavioral and mental potentials that are shaped and developed by particular 

societies. 

3. Inequality 

Inequality is different from poverty but related to it. Inequality 

concerns variations in living standards accros a hole population (Andrey 

Mckay, 2003). 
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4. Gender Inequality 

Gender inequality is an imbalance situation between male and 

female concerning with their rights, opportunity, and status (Fakih, 1996).  

5. Parvana 

Parvana is the main character in the novel. 

6. Debora Ellis 

Debora Ellis is awards winning author in Governor General Award, 

the University of California’s Middle East Book Award, and the Jane 

Addams Children’s Book Award. Moreover, she is also  a feminist and anti-

war acivist.  

7. The Breadwinner 

The Breadwinner is one of the novels written by Debora Ellis 

concerning about women issue in the Afghanistan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


