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CHAPTER 1  

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Research Background   

The textbook is one of many resources which is dominantly used by the teacher for 

teaching student in the classroom. According to Sitepu (2012:11) argues that a textbook 

consists of any information that can be employed to identify everything occurring in the 

past, in the present and everything that will occur in the future, and it also consists of 

science, technology, and art that can be used by individual to develop the quality of life. 

Generally, writing and designing textbook must take several aspects that must be 

thought carefully by the author. According to Kurniasih and Sani (2014:69-71), the four 

components must be considered by the author in the writing and designing of the 

textbook are namely content, language, presentation, and graphics. Additionally Sitepu 

(2012:20) reveals that the assessment on a textbook which is held by the government is 

to determine the appropriateness of a textbook by considering its content, language, 

presentation, and graphics and it is based on the constitution of ministry of national 

education no 11 years 2005, article 43, paragraph 5. 

The constitution ministry of national education no 11 the year 2005, 

article 43, paragraph 5 identifies four component of textbook evaluation 

namely content, language, presentation, and graphics (Sitepu, 2011:20).  This 

research then hoping a standardize for widely used as the main textbook for 

every both the junior high school student and teacher. The textbook which has 

high quality and to be worth to use as a learning material. 
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 In Indonesia the constitution of the ministry of national education to make 

policy that every school has an English subject and must teach since 

elementary school. Since the constitution of the ministry of national education 

makes policy English subject, we can see since elementary school the teacher 

gives English subject in first grade. Moreover, English teaching has the 

purpose to make the students able to understand English skill and English 

component. All the government has a standard procedure a textbook, there are 

always shortages that need to be discussed particularly for a textbook that is 

designed for a language program such as English textbook. According to 

Richard (2001:267) believes that commercial textbook will never be a perfect 

fit for a language program. The statement above is essentially warning the 

publisher and the government to be aware of any mistake of producing a 

textbook for a language program. as one of many resources which are 

dominantly used in the classroom and design for a language program. English 

textbook has to avoid any mistakes is found in writing and designing an 

English textbook, the impact of its mistakes does not only affect students but 

also the teacher. For instance, the author neglected to correspond the language 

use, the word selection and the content level to students level in writing and 

designing English textbook. Some student in a classroom get the difficulties 

while reading and understanding a certain topic because the language use and 

the word selection do not fit into their level. In addition, they may get the 

distraction and misunderstanding of a certain text because the content level is 

improper. 
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The textbook is provided for each lesson included English. It is the printed 

book that should be owned or brought by the students even the teacher in the 

class. Each class of a school has the same textbook, so all of the students will 

learn the same material in that particular school. Basically, textbook contents 

of material that would be learned by the students. The materials are organized 

well. There will be around twelve topics. Those topics are divided into two, 

that first semester and the second semester. Each topic has several activities 

and tasks related to the topic. 

The teacher should evaluate and select the textbook before uses it for 

teaching. According to Byrd (in Celce and Murcia:2001), evaluation and 

selection of textbook is a complex process that is carried out in many different 

ways. In a few sets, the teacher decided on the textbook that they want to use 

in their class.  

The textbook must go through a good evaluation and selection stage 

before using a teaching media by the teacher in the classroom. Textbook 

evaluation and selection helps the managerial and teaching staff select the 

most appropriate materials available for a particular course. It also helps to 

identify the strengths and weaknesses of a particular textbook that is already in 

use. This is to inform teachers in the process of textbook adaptation and 

decision-making for the next course Specifically, it seeks to examine the 

textbooks use with a view to proposing practical implications for both 

textbook authors and teacher who has been will be using the textbook. 
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The textbook has many functions, goals, and usefulness or benefits in 

supporting the learning process. According to Prastowo (2012:169), there are 

some function, objectives, and benefits of the textbook. The function of the 

textbook is as reference material for the student, an evaluation material, one of 

the determinants of teaching methods or techniques that will be used for the 

learner. The reason why the teacher used textbook is to make easy the teacher 

delivering the material, as an attractive learning tool for the student, and as the 

handbook for the teacher. Making textbook lesson that fit the function, 

purpose and benefit would be enough to make the textbook as the right 

teaching materials. Teacher and learner also don’t have to mess with the 

selection of learning resources that will be used. The selection of textbook as a 

source of learning should have attention to the specific thing and components 

of the compilers of the learning sources.  

 Srakang (2013) studied teacher perception about using English textbook. 

In his research, the teachers who were being investigated their perceptions 

were the teacher who taught the ten-grade student in Maha Sarakam Province. 

The result of the investigation classified two type of teachers, both were the 

pro-textbook teachers and the anti-textbook teachers. The pro-textbooks 

teacher perceived and believed that English textbook helped them to conduct 

an effective teaching process, while the anti-textbook teachers perceived that 

the English textbook contained various limitation. Moreover, they found 

several problems in using English textbook, those problems inadequacy and 

irrelevancy between the textbook and the learners need, the inappropriateness 

of some cultural content, lack of relevance to learner language proficiency, 
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class size and time constraints those problems were hindered teachers to use 

English teachers to use English textbook effectively. Considering the reason 

above the intention to recognize and comprehend English teacher perception 

about the quality of English textbook used by second grade in junior high 

school. 

 

1.2 Research Problem 

 After seeing the background of the study above, the writer formulates the 

problem as follow: 

How is the quality of English textbook for second-grade students at Junior 

High School 2    Pandaan published by Intan Pariwara based on 2013 

curriculum? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

 Based on the statement of the problem, this study is aimed at: 

To know the quality of English textbook for second-grade students at 

Junior High School 2 Pandaan published by Intan Pariwara based on 2013 

curriculum.   

 

1.4 Research Significance 

 Practically, this research is expected to give feedback to the English 

teacher, and the future researcher. It is hoped to contribute for the English teacher 

to evaluate and selected the textbook that the will use for teaching. For the 
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student, it is expected that they will know the book used by the teacher is good or 

not. And for the future researchers, it is expected the result of the study will be 

able validity information for the English future researchers to investigate another 

quality of textbook.   

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The study will be at the scope of focusing on the quality of English 

textbook based on the 2013 curriculum. This research is limited only to an English 

textbook based on 2013 curriculum published by Intan Pariwara for second-grade 

students at Junior High School 2 Pandaan. It is impossible to conduct this research 

by involving an all aspect. Therefore, the researcher needs to make the scope and 

limitation in order to minimize the discussed topic and to avoid broader 

discussion. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 In avoiding misinterpretation of the term exiting in this study, the writer 

tries to define some critical terms as follows:   

1. The textbook is guidance for school which contains some materials about 

belief, behavior, and capability knowledge, technology, aesthetic, and 

health which are compiled based on national education standard (Ministry 

of National Education in Indonesia based on the law of Republic Indonesia 

no.11/20015).  
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2. Quality is content that is reflected in relevant curricula and materials for 

the acquisition of basic skill, especially in the areas of literacy, numeracy, 

and skill for life, and knowledge 

3. An evaluation checklist is an instrument that provides the evaluator with a 

list of features if succesful learning-teaching materials (mukundan, 

et.al:2012).  

 

 


