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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter presents the method to conduct this research. It covers the 

research design, research object, research instrument, data collection and data 

analysis. 

3.1 Research Design 

Research design is one of the important parts in research. According to 

Ary (2010), research design is a plan of how a researcher conducts the research to 

understand of some groups or some phenomenon in its context. Research design 

means gathering data information.  

the study used descriptive qualitative design because the study would 

describe the types and the patterns of English collocations used by Thai Students 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Moreover, qualitative design was 

applied because this study focuses on finding words, clauses and phases of 

English collocation rather than numbers. Cresswell (2009) states that qualitative 

research is a way to explore and understand the meaning of individuals or groups 

referred to as social or human problems. 

3.2 Research Object 

As defined by Cohen, at.al (2007), object was a kind of element; it was the 

stimulus object in which a person studied to get the conceptualizing aspect from 

what researcher studied. In this case, the study applied students’ theses as a 

research object. It described the English collocations types and their patterns. The 
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numbers of the theses were 3 from Thai students’ theses who graduated from 

English Department, University of Muhammadiyah Malang, academic year 2014. 

The researcher took 3 theses because they were representative enough to gather 

collocation words or phrases for identifying English collocations types and their 

patterns. 

3.3 Research Instrument 

Research instruments are the important tool in collecting the data. Ary 

(2010) says that the main tools to collect data for qualitative research are the 

researchers themselves (Human Instrument). Moreover, he explains that to collect 

the data in qualitative research, there were three methods that can be used; 

observations, interviews and documents. In this research, the study used the 

researcher (Human Instrument) and document as research instrument. These 

Instruments will be explained as follow: 

3.3.1. Researcher (Human Instrument) 

Maykut and Morehouse (1994) stated that human Instruments are 

Instruments that have multifunctional functions to reveal phenomena occurring. In 

addition, Ary (2010) supports that idea by stating that Humans are researchers or 

investigators who play the main role in collecting and analyzing data. It means 

that the terms related to accuracy and complexity depends on whether the 

researchers are alike or whether they have the ability to process the information in 

detail. In terms of document analysis, it is the researchers who read the document. 
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3.3.2. Document  

According to Ary (2010), document or artifact analysis is a research 

methodology used in written materials or visual materials for the purpose of 

identifying material characteristics, it is like textbooks, web pages, newspaper, 

speeches, television program, advertisements, musical compositions, and so forth. 

Because the instrument is important in conducting this research, the study would 

use document (3 theses) as the instrument of this study. In addition, this study 

focused on Benson and Ilsons’ theory to classify group of collocations including 

lexical collocations and grammatical collocations. Also, this study used Oxford 

Collocations Dictionary for Students of English in order to make sure the data 

which have been found is valid. 

3.4 Data Collection 

The data of this study were taken from English collocations of theses 

belonging to Thai students at University of Muhammadiyah Malang, academic 

year 2014. The steps of collecting the data are represented in the following: 

1. Reading through three theses of Thai students. 

2. Identifying the words or phrases in theses which contain the English 

collocations from Thai students’ theses. 

3. Listing collocations based on the types and patterns of Benson and Ilsons’ 

theory (see the types and patterns in the next table for details). 

4. Organizing the listed collocations by referring to the words or phrases which 

had been listed  
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5. Determining the words or phrases which had been listed based on their types. 

6. Revealing the types and patterns of each English collocation which has been 

collected.  

7. Evaluating all English collocations types and their patterns for answering the 

research question. 

3.5 Data Analysis 

After collecting the data, the next step was to analyze the data that had 

been gained from data collection to get the understanding of English collocation 

words. There are several steps which are used in this study to analyze the data, 

they are: 

1. Reading all theses carefully.  

2. Organizing all English collocations which are found in the theses.  

3. Dividing all English collocations into two groups based on Benson and Ilsons’ 

theory. 

4. Analyzing and grouping all English collocations into each types and patterns. 

5. Interpreting the data of English collocations types and their patterns which 

occurred in the table. 

6. Drawing the conclusion based on the finding of English collocations. 
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Patterns and types based on Benson’s and Ilson’s theory for English lexical 

collocations and their patterns 

1. Pattern of English Collocation with Adverb + Adjective  

No Sentences Collocation 

1   

2   

3   

 

2. Pattern of English Collocation with Adjective + Noun  

No Sentences Collocation 

1   

2   

3   

 

3. Pattern of English Collocation with Noun + Verb  

No Sentences Collocation 

1   

2   

3   

 

4. Pattern of English Collocation with Verb + Noun  

No Sentences Collocation 

1   

2   

3   
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Patterns and types based on Benson’s and Ilson’s theory for English 

grammatical collocations and their patterns 

1. Pattern of English Collocation with Verb + Preposition

No Sentences Collocation 

1 

2 

3 

2. Pattern of English Collocation with Adjective + Preposition

No Sentences Collocation 

1 

2 

3 

3. Pattern of English Collocation with Noun + Particular form of Verb

No Sentences Collocation 

1 

2 

3 


