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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Chapter one comprises of the fundamental section which delivers an 

explanation about how the researcher initiates this study.  This chapter is about the 

background of the study, the research problem, the research objective, the 

research significant, the scope and limitation, and the definition of key terms. 

Each topic is presented a below. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is an International language. That is why the interest to learn 

English for Indonesian people has been increasing. The globalization demands 

them to communicate and share information or knowledge with the other different 

countries by using English. It means that English is the most widely used 

language to communicate internationally (Richard,2002:1). Learners need to 

acquire English in order to communicate in society. Therefore, learning English is 

not only for those who attend formal education but also all people in various 

regions in Indonesia. 

Learning English might be needed for people who use English as their 

communication, but it does not mean unimportant for other people who does not 

use English. Due to the development of advanced technology it consequently 

creates a bigger group as international, and it makes easier to learn English, 

through native speakers. According to Broughton (2003:6), mass media such as 

newspapers, radio and television are mostly using English media. In addition, 

English is considered to be used in official institution, large commercial, and etc. 
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Therefore, it can be concluded that English is the key to the social and economic 

progress of the country in international area. 

In learning English, There are four skills which must be acquired; reading, 

speaking, listening and writing (Brown,2001:217), Listening and Speaking: these 

two interrelated skills work together in real life. The goal of both is for effective 

oral communication and ensuring communication in real and direct life. Reading 

and Writing: these two skills also have strong relationships one another as skills 

(Sadiku, 2015). 

One of the reasons to learn English is the interest for going abroad is 

getting higher, either for academic or vocational purposes. Moreover, English is 

one of the subjects in school that is used as an indicator for graduation. According 

to Maizatulliza and Kiely (2017), in many countries especially English is 

considered as foreign language, English was implemented in schools or college 

institutions. In Indonesia English is widely conducted in formal school ranging 

from early education to university level. The fact can be seen that English is one 

of a few subjects on which emphasis is given (Panggabean,2015). Unfortunately, 

since 2014 Indonesian had applied curriculum 2013in which English subject to 

Elementary School is eliminated and the duration in High School is reduced 

(Permendikbud No.20 tahun 2016). 

For some Indonesian students, learning English may face difficulties 

because English is not their first language. According to Base (2017), learning a 

foreign language requires conscious efforts to learn and exposure to the language. 

Indonesian students are mostly Non-Native Speakers (NNS), they definitely have 

many problems in the learning process, the use of Indonesian or regional 
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languages in their daily activities much affect their speaking ability in learning 

English (Nurhayatiet al.,2016). 

There are some previous studies about student’s problem in learning 

English. One of the research has been conducted by Irmawan (2012) entitled The 

Problems Faced by the Second Year Students of SMA Shalahuddin Malang in 

Listening Class.  The test consists of three elements that is vocabulary, grammar, 

comprehension in listening. The forms of test were answering the question from 

dialogue, completing the sentences from narrative sentence, and dictating the data. 

The interview was used in this research and the questions of interview were five 

questions. Based on the result, half of second year students of SMA Shalahuddin 

Malang had problem in comprehension (50,94%), followed by vocabulary 

(42,45%), and grammar (6,60%). He also identified that the teachers solved the 

problems by providing deep comprehension and setting language environment.  

Another study has been done by Arita (2008) entitled A Study of Student’s 

Problem in Daily English Speaking Activity at SMA Pomosda Tanjunganom 

Nganjuk. In her study, she focused on student’s problems, causes of the problems, 

and the way how students cope with those problems. The research instrument 

applied were questionnaire and observation. Based on her study, there were three 

problems faced by the students namely grammar, vocabulary, exposure. The way 

students cope with the problem were having more exercise and discussing with 

their friends and teachers. 

 Those studies only focus on senior high school and district school. To make it 

different from previous study, this study focuses on SMK problems especially in 

subdistrict school. In addition, according to researcher’s experience, the researcher 
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came from subdistrict school where she graduated from SMKN 1 Simpang Empat 

and when she came to university, she felt like there was a gap between the reseacher 

and the students who came from district school. Based on that statement and 

reseacher’s experience, the researcher intended to analyse students’ problem at 

SMKN 1 Simpang  Empat where the school is located in subdistrict area. Thus, the 

researcher entitled her study  “An Analysis of  Student’s Problem in Learning English 

at SMKN 1 Simpang Empat”. 

 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the researcher is interested to find 

out the answer of following questions.  

1. What are student’s problem in learning English at SMKN 1 Simpang Empat? 

2. How do student’s cope their problems? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

In this part, the researcher provides her research objectives. The research 

objectives are presented below.   

1. To know the student’s problem in learning English at SMKN 1 Simpang 

Empat. 

2. To know how the student’s cope their problem. 

 

1.4 Significance of The Research 

In this part, the researcher presents the practical and theoretical advantages 

of her research based on research purposes, those significances of the research are 

presented below: 
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1. Theoretical 

The expected theoretical benefit of this research is able to provide insight and scientific 

resources about how to cope with the problem faced students in learning. 

2. Practical 

a. Teacher  

The result of this study can provide information to the teachers at 

SMKN 1 Simpang Empat to prepare the materials and anticipate the 

student’s problem in order to solve the student’s problem in the class. 

b. Student  

The result of this study can give information about various 

problems faced by students in learning English. Therefore, by knowing the 

problems, the students can find their own solution for their problems in 

learning English. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 In this study, the researcher wants to focus on linguistic and non- linguistic 

problem faced by students in learning English at SMKN 1 Simpang Empat. The 

limitation of this research is eleventh-grade Students of TKJ clasess at SMKN 1 

Simpang Empat, Tanah Bumbu – Banjarmasin. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Problem: problem is a situation in which can be an obstacle the attainment of 

the goal (Klein,2002:354).  

2. English subject : The Subject that learn about English consist of  four skills 

such as; listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Brown,2001:217) 


