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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter present such topics as: research background, research problem, 

research objectives, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and the definition 

of  key terms. 

1.1 Research Background  

Language is an important tool to communicate each other, and communication 

almost always takes place within some sort of social context (Ambreg and Vause, 

2006).In communication, the relationship between language and society cannot be 

separated. According to Wardhaugh (2006), sociolinguistic are concernes with 

relationship between society and language with the purposes being a better 

understanding of the sturcture of language and how language function in 

communication. 

 In university level, language is a medium of instruction used by the lecturers to 

deliver the subject matter to the students. Based on the writer’s experience, the lecturers 

use some languages to communicate with the students, such as English and Bahasa. 

Sometimes, they mix English and Bahasa in a single utterance. In this case, known as 

bilingualism. Wardhaugh and Fuller (2015) stated that a bilingual person is someone 

who has ability to speak two languages. From the definition above, bilingualism is the 

ability of a speaker to use two languages to make communication easier. Beside, 
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Fromkin and Rodman (2009) defines bilingualism as a practice of two languages used 

commutatively, from one language to another in the same sentence.  

In terms of bilingualism, code mixing often occurs. According to Yee Hoo 

(2007), code mixing is the ability to change language to other language within the same 

word or in the same oral and written text. Hoffman cited in Luke (2015) suggested that 

there are three main patterns of code mixing which may be found in bilingual speech 

community, namely intra-sentential code mixing, intra-lexical code mixing, and 

involving a change of pronunciation.  

The study on code mixing used in academic activity was conducted by Tsulis 

(2003), focusing on forms of use code mixing used by the English structure lecturers 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang showed that the forms of code mixing used 

by the English structure lectures were words, phrase, and clauses. Another study related 

to the study on code mixing used in academic activity was conducted by Astutik at 

Hidayatullah English Course in Bangkalan (2014). She found three of six forms of code 

mixing, namely of words, phrase, and clauses. Besides, she found four factors which 

made the teacher to use code mixing during the lesson in the class. The factors were: 

habitual factor, teacher’s purpose (explaining factor), and the students’ influence 

(situation factor). 

English for Specific Purpose (ESP) is an English enrichment program that 

supports specific scholarship. All UMM students are required to take ESP course in the 
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first and second semester. ESP materials are tailored to each course, in order to 

facilitate the students in using English references. After graduating from ESP program, 

the students will get ESP certificate. The Implementation of ESP is coordinated directly 

by UMM Language Center. Prior to implementation, all students are required to take 

the TAEP test as one of the ways to measure the success of the program.   

In the University of Muhammadiyah Malang, English for Specific Purpose which 

is administered by Language Center is taught in all majors. There are four skills that 

are taught to the students of the first and second semesters, such as listening, speaking, 

reading and writing. ESP is taught to all faculties and departments in the University of 

Muhammdiyah Malang. All taught by ESP lecturer except English department. Each 

Department has different purposes and levels, accordingly, ESP lecturers have to 

prepare the materials that suit their needs.  

ESP lecturers mix the languages that is English and Indonesian, in order to make 

the students understand the material and communicative with the lectures. For example, 

in Biology class there are many Biology books written in English, and the students still 

find difficulty in using and practicing English; thus, they need much and clear 

explanation. Moreover, the study about English-Indonesian code mixing is interesting 

to be conducted because based on personal observation; it is often uttered by the ESP 

lecturers when they deliver the subject matter to the students in the class.    
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In regards to the issues, there are many writers concerning to the phenomena of 

code mixing. The writer also believes this study gave beneficial contribution to future 

students who are interested in studying code mixing. The writer is interested in conduct 

“Code Mixing Used by ESP Lecturer in Reading Class at Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Malang” as the title of his study. Therefore, this study is conducted to examine this 

phenomenon more deeply.   

1.2 Research Problems  

 Based on the research background, the researcher formulates the problem 

statement:    

1. What are the types of code mixing does ESP lecturer use in reading class at 

University Muhammadiyah Malang? 

2. Why does the ESP lecturer use code mixing in reading class at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang?  

1.3 Research Objective 

 Based on the research problem, the researcher states the research objectives:    

  1. To know introduction types of code mixing the ESP lecturer uses in reading class at   

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 2. To know the reasons why the lecturer uses Code Mixing in reading class at   

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 
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1.4 Scope and Limitation  

 Scope and limitation focus on code mixing. It is limited on the types and the 

reason why ESP lecturer used code mixing in ESP reading class at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. The subjects of the study are an ESP lecturer and the students 

of Biology class enrolled in ESP 1 at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Moreover, 

there are 34 students in the class who join ESP program as the subjects. On the other 

hand, there are 19 female and 15 male in the class. 

1.5 Significance of Study 

 Firstly, this study is expected to give information for the ESP lectures why they 

have to use code mixing when they taught ESP students. The present study is expected 

to be able to provide more information for the University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

students who are interested in practicing code mixing with the ESP lecturer in 

classroom communication. 

Secondly, this study is specially focused on analyzing the types of code mixing, 

and the reasons ESP lectures use code mixing in reading class at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. This study is expected to bring advantages of English 

Department students who are interested in sociolinguistics, especially in code mixing. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms  

In order to avoid misunderstanding about the terms used in this study, some 

related terms are needed to be defined as follows. 
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Code mixing is: Code Mixing is multi-lingual or a bilingual’s use of two or more 

languages in single unit of discourse, such as a word, an utterance, or 

a conversation (Yee Hoo, 2007). In this study, code mixing is mixing 

two languages those are English and Indonesia. 

ESP Program:  is one of the programs that is held by Language Center of University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang. English for Specific Purpose (ESP) is an 

English enrichment program that supports specific scholarship. All 

UMM students are required to take ESP course in the first and second 

semester. In this study, students are from Biology class enrolled in ESP 

1 at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

ESP lecturers: The lecturer who teach English for specific purpose (ESP). 

 


