
13 
 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

This chapter discusses the procedure in conducting the research. It covers 

the research design, research subject, data collection, technique and instrument 

and data analysis. 

3.1 Research Design 

In conducting a research, research design is one of the important elements. 

Research design refers to the design that was used in arranging the condition for 

collecting and analyzing the needed information. It was also the master plan that 

the researcher used in order to gather and analyze the necessary data for 

answering the research question through the scientific procedure.  

According to Ary (2010), in research design, the researcher needs a plan to 

process the understanding by gathering the information from some groups or 

phenomenon. The phenomenon of this research is the students learning style. It 

means the researchers need to consider the best way of collecting the data by 

choosing an appropriate technique to be used in the research process. The 

researcher had to pick out the target from which institutions and which grade that 

they want to observe. 

  In arranging this research, qualitative research design is used because the 

result is in descriptive. Hancock (2009) defines that qualitative research is 

research design that concern with the developing and the understanding of social 

phenomena. In line with Hancock, Ponterotto (2017) stated that qualitative 
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research is concern about gathering and developing findings from the data that 

provide a clear understanding from excerpt phenomenon. It can be concluded that 

qualitative research can be used to investigate the participant’s opinion about 

social phenomenon. It can be said that qualitative research is a method that 

focused on understanding the social phenomenon among individuals or groups. 

The phenomenon of this research is the students’ learning style.  

3.2 Research Subjects and Participants 

 Research subject is used by the researcher as the source of data in the 

study. According to Ary (2010), subject is respondent who gives the clear data to 

the writer. It means that in collecting data, the researcher need a person who can 

gives the respond or answer to the question.  

 The subjects of this research were the students at Tenth Language Class in 

SMA Negeri 1 Turen. The researcher focused on English subject because students 

have various characteristics in learning English. English skills also hold the 

important role in the students’ learning development. By understanding the four 

language skills: speaking, listening, reading and writing, the students will be 

easily to comprehend the English lesson. This will be useful for the students to 

obtain the satisfying grade. Therefore, the researcher chooses Language Class at 

SMA Negeri 1 Turen which has students in learning language more specific than 

other classes.  

The research participants are 29 students, 11 males and 18 female 

students. It consisted of heterogeneous students who had high score and low 

score. The researcher collected the data from the questionnaire and the interview. 
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3.3 Data Collection 

Data collection contains the instruments and procedures that are used in 

this research. In this research, the writer used the questionnaire and the interview 

as the data collection. 

3.3.1 Technique and Instrument 

 In order to get the data and answer the problem in this research, the 

researcher applied questionnaire and interview as the instrument. The researcher 

collects the data based on the purpose of the study. The data were collected from 

the Students at Tenth Language Class in SMA Negeri 1 Turen. The steps that are 

used as the following: 

3.3.1.1 Questionnaire 

 Questionnaire is a widely used and useful instrument for collecting the 

data. According to Wilkinson and Birmingham (2003), questionnaire is an 

effective tool to conduct many researches. It can provide a cheap way of 

collecting the data in structured and manageable form. It means that by applying 

questionnaire, the researcher can be easily gathering information by using cheap 

method. Also, the questionnaire helps the researcher to arrange the effective form.  

Questionnaire was used to get the data about students learning style from 

the characteristic of learning style that attached in this research. The researcher 

chose student’s answer from questionnaire as the main instrument to collect the 

data because questionnaire was the representative for the research to collect the 

data fast. It consisted of randomly arranged statements on each the learning style 

(visual, aural, verbal, physical, logical, social and solitary). The total number of 
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questions was 30 questions which were classified according to each learning 

styles as follows: 

 Visual  : items number 1-4 

 Aural  : items number 5-9 

 Verbal  : items number 10-13 

 Physical : items number 14-18 

 Logical : items number 19-22 

 Social  : items number 23-26 

 Solitary  : items number 27-30 

The steps that used in questionnaire as following: 

1. Explaining to the students clearly about the way to answer the 

questionnaire. 

2. Distributing the questionnaire to all of the students. 

3. Observing the students when they fill the questionnaire if they find the 

difficulty or unclear questions. 

4. Collecting the answered questionnaire and ready to analyze the data of 

students’ learning styles at Tenth Language Class in SMA Negeri 1 Turen. 

3.3.1.2 Interview 

According to Ary (2010) interview is a meeting of two people to change 

information and idea through answering question, so the certain topic can be 

understood clearly. It can be said that interview is a way to gather the information 

from the meeting of interviewer and interviwee in order to make a certain topic 
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clear. Interview can provide data about opinions, belief, or situation about their 

own feeling. In this research, the researcher used the interview as the instrument 

to collect more data.  

As additional information, there are two types of interviews, structured 

and unstructured interviews. Ary has stated structured interview is the set of 

questions that has been determined by the interviewer and will be asked to the 

respondent (2010). While in contrast, unstructured interview is a conversational 

question with the question spontaneously arise when doing the interview (Ary, 

2010). In this study, the writer used the semi-structured interview. It means the 

writer combined those two types of interview by providing set of question and 

modifing it during the interview process. The interview guideline consisted of 

four basic questions about the learning style. The next question is based on the 

respondent’s answer. 

This interview guideline is expected to complete the data from 

questionnaire and give the clear information of the students’ learning style in 

English subject at Tenth Language Class in SMA Negeri 1 Turen. The steps that 

are used in interview as following:  

1. Making an appointment with the subjects 

2. Arranging interview items 

3. Preparing some tools such as note book, pen and recorder 

4. Using an interview protocol: 
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4.1 Starting and opening conversation before asking the questions 

point (greeting) 

4.2 Asking about the questions related to the research 

5. Recording the student’s answers and taking notes 

6. Rechecking the notes 

7. Writing the answers for documentation 

3.4 Data Analysis 

 The data analyzed from the questionnaire involved some steps. They were 

as follows: 

1. Giving the numerical values for each learning styles categories. 

Strongly Agree 
(SA) 

Agree 
(A) 

Neutral 
(N) 

Disagree 
(D) 

Strongly Disagree 
(SD) 

5 4 3 2 1 

 

2. Count the average for each items of questionnaire. 

3. Take the highest number of learning style characteristic to be analyzed as 

the student’s learning style. 

 After collecting the data from the questionnaire and interview, data 

analysis should be done to get the result. According to Miles and Huberman 

(2014), data anlysis has three main components: 

1. Data reduction  

 In data reduction, the researcher summarizing the data that has 

been collected from the result of questionnaire and interview. After the 
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data was summarized, the next step is to reduce the data that is not 

important from the analysis of questionnaire and interview.   

2. Data display 

 The researcher compress the obtained information from the result 

of data reduction. Then, it is displayed in descriptive to give a clear data. 

3. Drawing and verifying conclusions 

 The last is drawing conclusions based on the result of the data that 

has been analyzed from the previous step. 

 


