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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 This chapter discusses a review of related literature that supports the 

theoretical framework underlying this research. It consists of English subject and 

learning style. 

 

2.1 English Subject 

 English has become the important subject to study at school. Learning 

English cannot be separated from the four skills, such as speaking, listening, 

reading and writing. Those skills are important to be learned, especially in high 

school field. English subject become a lesson that is difficult to learn by the 

students. It is because of English is not our first language. Therefore, it takes more 

effort in the process of understanding and mastering the English subject. To reach 

the success in learning and teaching English, the four language skills are always 

involving. 

2.2 Learning Style  

Learning style is an important thing to increase the students’ achievements. 

Learning style can be defined as the student’s way of learning and every students 

will have the different styles. According to Pritchard (2009), learning style is the 

way of people comes to understand and remember information. It can be 

concluded that every people have their own way of thinking to understand and 

remember information. 
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In learning, there is no the best or worse learning style. The importance is 

how the students manage their own style, so that the students will learn better. It is 

influenced by students’ abilities, interest, and preferences. In addition, the teacher 

also has an important role to find the students’ learning style and teach them with 

the appropriate style. 

Johnson (2003), states that there are seven types of learning style. Those are 

visual, aural, verbal, physical, logical, social, and solitary. 

2.2.1 Visual Learning Style 

 The first is visual or print learning style. According to Zapalka and Dabb 

in Arbuthnott and Kratzig (2006), visual learners are people who need to see, 

observe, record, and write when learning. It means that the visual learners are 

easier to gather the information by visual sensory.  

Therefore, visual learners are good at seeing written word either on a 

whiteboard or computer, making notes, reading books and seeing posters or 

graphics. Remembering and understanding written instructions better than others 

is their superiority. In addition, visual learners frequently are good writers and 

will commonly perform quite well on writing assignments. 

2.2.2 Aural Learning Style 

 The aural that commonly called auditory learning style makes the learner 

learn by hearing sounds. The aural learner likes to hear teachers’ or friends’ 

speech. Moreover, they can learn through music or song. Johnson has stated they 
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are a good listener and likes to talk (2003). It means, aural learner is easier to 

catch the points from other explanation. They tend to have low interest with books 

or other written information. 

 Aural learner likes to hear and ask people’s opinions. They will read aloud 

or tap a song or music when learning. It is commonly found in kindergarten but it 

is still possible that we can find it in higher institution. Moreover, auditory 

learners tend to do better on oral presentations and report. 

2.2.3 Verbal Learning Style 

  The verbal learner is also called interactive learner. The learner of this 

learning style will learn best through discussion. According to Pritchard (2009), 

the interactive learners really enjoys question and answer sessions. It means that 

they will look more active and communicative. In addition, interactive learners are 

usually hummed or talk to their selves because they cannot stay quiet for lengths 

of time. The interactive learners are just like hearing their own voice.  

It can be concluded that the verbal learners learn best by using words, both 

in speech and writing. The distinction between visual learners and verbal learners 

is the verbal learners tend to translate the word that they read into sound before 

they understand it. They also like playing tongue twister because they like sounds 

and words. Once they find new words, they will find the meaning and use it in 

their speech. 
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2.2.4 Physical Learning Style 

 According to Pritchard (2009), the physical learners will learn best by 

experience and being involved physically in classroom. It means that the physical 

learners will use their body parts like hand or foot when learning. For example, 

when they are learning a new skill or topic, they would prefer to “jump in” and 

play with the physical part as soon as possible. They will remember information 

well when they actively participate in the activities like field trips and role play. 

The physical learners also well in doing sport lesson. They like to make a 

movement or cannot stay in one position. They will move around or doing 

something while learning. 

2.2.5 Logical Learning Style 

 Logical learners like to use logical thinking, work systematically and 

always do the reasoning for their work (Johnson, 2003). It can be said that the 

logical learners are good in activities management. For example, they usually 

creating to-do list for their next activities before putting them into action. Because 

it can help logical learners to comprehend the learning material easily.  

2.2.6 Social Learning Style 

 The sixth is social or interpersonal learners who learn best in team 

working. According to Pritchard (2009), social learners are extrovert people who 

communicate well with people and always involve other people in their work. 

Besides, the social learners are good listeners for the others’ opinion.  
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From the ideas above, it can be said that social learners tend to dominate the 

disscussion in group work. As the good speaker, sosial learners can make friends 

listen to them while explaining about material or another thing. It can help them 

get the benefit from it. Moreover, the social learners will stay around with friends, 

talk with them and prefer social activities.  

2.2.7 Solitary Learning Style 

The last type is solitary or individual learning style. This type of learning 

style has contrastive characteristic with the previous type. In this type, learners 

prefer to work alone and use self-study (Johnson, 2003). It means that they like to 

learn independently and sometimes away from the crowds or do not like work in 

groups. Then, they will do self-analysis to measure their own achievement and 

progress.  

2.3 Advantages of Identifying Learning Styles 

 Learning style takes an important role in someone life. Especially for the 

students who need to recognize their learning style in order to get some 

advantages in the school. Kazu (2009) stated that learning style have some effect 

on education and teaching process. It can be said that, not only students who need 

to find and understand their learning style, but also the teacher. To reach the 

teaching and learning goal, the teacher needs to observe the students learning 

styles. To achieve this success, both teachers and students should take the 

responsibility.  
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 The first advantage by knowing the student’s learning style is that the 

student can learn easily and fast (Kazu, 2009). It can be said that the student’s 

understanding about their learning style is the best way to have a self-correction. 

They will have a consideration in choosing the appropriate way of learning based 

on their interest. For example, listening music while doing homework can 

improve the concentration for the aural learner. It will make the aural learner 

successful in learning.  

 Second, the students become an effective problem solver after discovering 

their learning style. It gives them a contentment feeling (Kazu, 2009). It means, 

knowing the learning style can helps to control the process of solving a problem 

face by the students. For example, a solitary learner need to stay in a quiet place 

while learning because noise will subtract the brain performance. 

 Third, self-confidence will easily appear from the students who already 

know their learning style (Kazu, 2009). It means that the confidence in learning 

will consistently rise when the learners know how to learn. In this case, the 

learners are comfortable with their own way to obtain knowledge that sometimes 

without any help from others. 

 As the conclusion, discovering the students learning styles is important in 

pursuance of improving the quality of education. There are some advantages of 

identifying the students learning styles. For instance, the students can learn easily 

and fast, become an effective problem solver and feel more confidence. Lastly, the 

students will have a comfortable way of learning to develop their school grade 
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and the teacher will easily determine the suitable method or technique to teach in 

effective way. 

 

 


