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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter discusses research design, research subjects, data collection, 

and data analysis in order to answer the research question. Those aspects are 

explained as follow.  

3.1. Research Design 

The researcher applied a qualitative research design in order to gather the 

information about teachers’ perception of students’ reading ability. As Taylor, 

Bogdan, & DeVault (2016) say, qualitative research produces descriptive data in 

order to understand people from their own view and explain their experiences. 

Further, Creswell (2009) adds, qualitative research is a method that has a purpose 

of exploring and understanding a process or an event experienced by an individual 

or group. 

Moreover, this study was designed specifically to answer the research 

questions: “What are the teachers’ perceptions toward the students’ ability in 

reading?” Therefore, in order to investigate in depth understanding about the 

phenomenon under study, the researcher employed a descriptive qualitative 

approach. It is the study which investigates a phenomenon, a process, or the 

perspective of the people involved (Caelli, Ray, & Mill, 2003). Thus, descriptive 

qualitative was employed in order to obtain more descriptions about the teachers’ 

perceptions toward the students’ ability in reading at SMAN 2 Batu.  
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3.2. Research Subjects 

In qualitative research, Sargeant (2012) states that research subjects in 

qualitative research are purposeful; the research subjects should be selected from 

the people who can inform about the research questions and develop the 

understanding of the study. It means that research subjects are the person or the 

people who are involved in the study from beginning until finished. Hence, the 

research subjects of this study were the experienced English teachers who have 

been teaching for 10-15 years. As Gatbonton (2008) informs, an experienced 

teacher is a teacher who has experience in teaching at least four or five years. The 

researcher engaged the research subject of experienced English teachers because 

as (Scholarworks, et al., 2012) reveals, experienced teachers tend to have much 

more knowledge of the nature of students learning. Further, there were two 

teachers who fulfilled the criteria. They were selected because they have a lot of 

experiences teaching English in SMAN 2 Batu due to they had been teaching 

more or less for 20 years. 

3.3. Data Collection 

Data collection is a very vital process of gathering the data in any type of 

research study in order to find answers of the research problem (Peersman, 2014). 

Data collection is an important step in doing the research. Furthermore, the result 

of the study can be influenced significantly. Data collection emphasizes on 

observation, participants’ perspective, narrative, and interviewing. In this study, 

the researcher employed interview guide as the research instrument. 
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3.3.1. Instrument 

Fraenkel et al., (2012) suggest that research instrument is the tool 

applied by the researcher in order to collect the data. In this research, two kinds of 

research instrument were used; those are semi-structured interview guide and 

document analysis.  

3.3.1.1.  Semi-Structured Interview Guide 

Semi-structured interview guide was implemented in order to get the 

information about the teachers’ perception toward the students’ ability in 

reading. Bryman (2012) affirms that in semi-structured interview, the 

interviewers can be freer to ask further questions after getting responses from 

the interviewees. The order of questions can be changed easily. It is because 

the interviewees can explain freely about their opinions and thought. While 

doing the interview, the researcher used Bahasa Indonesia in order to avoid 

misunderstanding between the researcher and the interviewees. However, the 

researcher used English in the research findings. The interview was employed 

by face-to-face interview. The interviews with the English teachers were 

recorded by audio recorder in phone. The researcher engaged open-ended 

questions for the interviews. As Singer & Couper (2017) say that open-ended 

questions have purposed to explain the reasons for the response of the 

participants, clear up the ambiguities, and explore about the unexpected 

responses.  

The interview questions focused on follow-up questions in order to 

elaborate important points that have been discussed (Doody & Noonan, 2013). 
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Question number one was about the opinion of the English teacher about 

students’ reading ability. Knowing the opinion of the English teachers is the 

primary question which can answer the research question and the goal of this 

study. The second question was about teachers’ perceptions of students’ 

reading ability influence reading achievement. Students’ reading habit and 

students’ academic achievement played an important role. As Suhana & 

Haryudin (2017) state, students’ reading habits and reading comprehension 

has a positive influence. The next question was about the teachers’ perception 

of their students’ attitude in reading.  The interview questions were approved 

by an expert in research field. 

3.3.1.2. Document Analysis 

A document is a valuable source of information in qualitative research 

that consists of public and private records of participants (Creswell 2012). 

Moreover, Pershing (2002) asserts that document analysis is analyzing any 

type of document which has a purpose to gather the facts. Therefore, in this 

research, document analysis was used in order to validate the result of the 

interview that has been conducted first. The researcher analyzed the English 

reading score of the students by seeing their daily score of reading. The 

document was used to support the teachers’ opinions and perceptions on 

students’ ability in reading. However, the researcher only emphasized on the 

reading score of students, in order to know their ability in reading.  
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3.3.2. Procedure 

According to Creswell (2012), collecting data has three procedures; 

identifying and selecting people for a study, getting their permission to be studied, 

and gathering information by delivering instruments trough asking questions or 

observing their behaviors. Thus, in this study, the researcher collected the data by 

these procedures: 

1. The interview was conducted with the two English teachers who teach

reading at eleventh grade in SMAN 02 Batu

2. The interview process was recorded by audio recorder in phone

3. The students’ scores in reading were analyzed by seeing their daily

score of reading test in order to validate the result of interview

4. The result of interview and the students’ reading score were validated

3.4. Data Analysis 

Based on (Taylor et al., 2016; Creswell, 2009) data analysis includes 

asking questions, recording data, and analyzing the data, representing the data, 

making interpretation of the data, and writing the reports. Therefore, after 

collecting the data, the researcher analyzed the data as follows:  

1. The result of interview was transcribed from the audio recording into

the form of written text

2. The unimportant data from interview was reduced

3. The result of interview was validated by seeing the students’ reading

score

4. The data were interpreted in the form of description

5. The conclusion was described based on the data analysis


