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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses research background, problem, objective, scope and 

limitation, significance, and definition of key term. All aspects are presented in 

details with the related theoretical proofs. 

1.1. Research Background 

Reading is one of the most important skills that should be learned by 

students. Reading is not just interpreting the text, but rather involving our minds 

to think about the real meaning of the text. Grabe & Stoller (2011:3) define that 

“Reading is the ability to draw meaning from the printed page and interpret this 

information appropriately.” It means that reading is a process of interpreting 

words in order to reach the goal of understanding what we read. If the readers can 

read the words but cannot understand the meaning, they are not really reading. 

Therefore, reading comprehension is needed to gain reading ability. As Woolley 

(2011) states that reading comprehension is the active process of drawing and 

building a meaning from a written language. 

Nowadays, learning reading is important to the students especially for 

learning English language. In order to succeed in the future, the students should 

have good reading comprehension skill. Without this skill, the students might 

struggle in accomplishing their academic achievement because reading is the basis 

skill of all academic subjects. It can develop other students’ language skills such 

as writing, listening and speaking skill. It helps the students to improve 

vocabulary, their writing skill and analytical thinking. Kissau & Hiller (2013) 
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claim that students in the twenty-first century must be comprehend in reading 

because reading is the interdisciplinary skill. Reading can also support the 

students’ carrier in the future. Therefore, reading is the best way to get knowledge 

in order to get a better future. 

Moreover, Wood (2009) states the active process of getting information by 

selecting, organizing, and interpreting objects, situations, people, and events are 

called as perception. Interpreting information needs five senses, sensation and also 

expectation, attention, memory and motivation. Further, the effect of perception 

will appear in the attitudes and actions. For example, positive perception of 

teachers may affect their attitude on students. Moreover, teacher is the vital role in 

the education. Their attitudes, perceptions, their contributions have a power to 

change the educational system. Therefore, it is quite important to know the 

teachers’ perceptions towards the students’ ability in reading skill.  

Several studies about teachers’ perceptions have been conducted. For 

example, Begeny, Eckert, Montarello, & Storie (2008), conducted a research 

entitled Teachers’ Perceptions of Students’ Reading Abilities: An Examination of 

the Relationship between Teachers’ Judgments and Students’ Performance across 

a Continuum of Rating Methods. The studied was about teachers’ perceptions of 

students’ academic abilities. The accuracy of teachers’ perception of students’ 

reading ability was examined. The participants of the study were 10 teachers and 

87 first, second, and third grade students from a suburban school in the northeast 

regions of United States. Teachers’ judgment of assessment methods was 

examined. The result showed that the teachers generally accurate when predicting 
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students’ performance in strong oral reading fluency, but teachers faced 

difficulties when judging the students in the average or low oral reading fluency.  

The second research was conducted by Ardiansyah (2016). The title was 

The Analysis of English Teachers’ Perception toward The Language Testing on 

Reading Skill Implemented in the Curriculum 2013 at SMP Negeri 1 Karangploso 

Malang. The participants were two teachers who taught English at seven grades at 

SMPN 1 Karangploso Malang. The study was found that there are two aspects of 

the teachers’ perceptions in implementation of reading language testing in the 

curriculum 2013, those are theoretical aspect and empirical aspect. In theoretical 

aspect, the teachers said that implementation of reading language testing in 

curriculum 2013 has already met the teachers’ need in the classroom situation. In 

contrast, by seeing empirical aspect, the teachers said that the implementation of 

reading language testing in the Curriculum 2013 did not meet teachers’ needs in 

the classroom because the teachers still faced the problems in implementing 

Curriculum 2013. 

Jackson (2016) pointed out the research about the teachers’ perception 

entitled The Teachers’ Perceptions of English Language Learners and Reading 

Instruction. This research conducted in southern and northern regions of the 

United States. The participants of this research were 10 teachers from different 

schools’ districts with at least 3 years of experience reading ELLs (English 

Language Learners). The purpose of this study was about exploring the readiness 

of mainstream classroom teachers to teach reading to ELLs and training the 

teachers in reading.  The study was found that the ELLs students had poorly 
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reading skill because the teachers received minimal training in teaching ELLs 

students. Teachers said that they should get training reading to gain their 

knowledge about reading and learn the strategies to improve their skill.  

Moreover, the preliminary data was taken by interviewing one of English 

teacher at SMA Negeri 02 Batu. According to the teacher’s perception, the 

students’ ability in reading English text was low because most of the students 

have low motivation in reading. They read only if their teacher asks them to do. If 

the teacher does not give them a task to read, they do not want to read. Therefore, 

this study was conducted in order to know deeply about the teachers’ perception 

toward the students’ ability in reading. 

Based on that background, the researcher was curious to investigate the 

teachers’ perception towards students’ ability in reading skill. It is very important 

to know the teachers’ perception at SMA Negeri 02 Batu. 

1.2. Research Problem 

Based on the background of the study that mentioned above, the research 

question stated as follows: 

What are the teachers’ perceptions toward the students’ ability in reading? 

1.3. Research Objective 

The purpose of the study is to know the teachers’ perceptions toward 

students’ ability in reading. 

1.4. Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study was focused on investigating the teachers who 

teach English on the eleventh grade at SMA Negeri 02 Batu. Meanwhile, this 
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study is limited to teachers’ perceptions toward the students’ ability in reading 

skill.  

1.5. Research Significance 

The significance of the study is follows:  

1.5.1. For Teachers 

The results of this study are expected to give the contribution and 

benefits for the English teachers. First, teachers will know about the 

students’ ability in reading. Second, this study also became self-reflection 

of the teachers that their plan in designing reading activity was important 

in improving the students’ reading ability. 

1.5.2. For Teachers Candidate  

The results of this study will help the teachers’ candidate to have 

an illustration in teaching reading for senior high school students.  Based 

on the result, the teachers’ candidate will know the problem and the 

solution that might face in teaching reading for the future.  

1.5.3. For Headmasters 

This study is also important for the headmasters. By knowing the 

teachers’ perceptions towards students’ reading ability, it can help 

headmasters to build up the new program which can increase the teachers’ 

quality in teaching English especially in reading in order to create good 

students’ reading ability. 
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1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

The following definitions of key terms were explained to avoid 

misinterpretation.  

 Perception

Perception is the activity of perceiving something using five 

senses, and then it figures out what it means. As reported by Wood (2009) 

Perception is the active process of obtaining the information by selecting, 

organizing, and interpreting people, events, objects, activities, and 

situations.  

 Reading ability

Reading ability is not only about saying words or sentences with a 

sound, but it is rather of getting a meaning from a text. Cline, Johnstone, & 

King (2006) define that reading is the process of getting the meaning from 

text.  


