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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This chapter explains the research method. It consists of research design, 

research subject, data collection, and data analysis. 

3.1  Research Design 

 The research design assigns a set of methods, plans, and procedures in 

collecting and analyzing the data. It is a model defining how the research is 

conducted and provides a roadmap of a study (Ary, Jocobs, Sorensen, & Razavieh 

: 2010). Additionally, research design constitutes procedures for researcher to 

collect, analyze, and interpret the data from wide contention or assumption to 

detail methods of data collection and analysis (Creswell, 2012). 

 The design of this study is mixed-method covering quantitative and 

qualitative methods. Ary, Jocobs, Sorensen, & Razavieh (2010) stated that mixed-

method is a research method combining quantitative and qualitative approaches in 

different ways to interpret a phenomenon. The mixed method was applied in this 

study for the purpose of seeking more profound information and extensive 

concept about the students perception toward group assignment. 

 Since the aim of this research is investigating students’ perception toward 

group assignment, the students’ perception will be analyzed through quantitative 

methods by distributing close-ended questionnaires (Likert scale) to two groups of 

students (Indonesian and Thai). Moreover, qualitative methods was also be 

applied to obtain in depth information about how students’ perceived group 

assignment. The result will be obtained from the interview.   
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3.2  Research Subject 

 Research subject refers to persons who participated in a research. 14 

students were involved as the research subject. They are 7 local (Indonesian) 

students and 7 international (Thai) students of English Language Education 

Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang, experiencing group 

assignment in teaching and learning process in class. 7 Thai students were four 

females and three males and 7 Indonesian students were four females and three 

males, academic year 2015/2016. Their ages are between 21 and 24 years old.   

 To include those participants, the researcher stipulates several criteria. The 

criteria were (1) the international and local students who have been experiencing 

group assignment in their classroom setting; (2) local students who have been 

experiencing in doing group assignments with international students; and (3) must 

be students at English Language Education Department of UMM academic year 

2015/2016. 

 Only 7 international students were involved due to limited number of 

international students studying at English Language Education Department at 

UMM. Moreover, 7 selected local students were only those who have worked on 

group assignments with international students. Those number of students were 

sufficiently representative to gain sufficient data.  

3.3  Data Collection 

 Data collection covers entire technique and instruments employed and 

procedures in the research. 
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3.3.1  Techniques and Instruments 

 With the objective to collect the data, the researcher employs questionnaire 

and interview as the technique in this study. Further, questionnaire and interview 

guide are applied as the instruments. 

3.3.1.1 Questionnaire 

 This study applied questionnaire as the main data collection instrument. The 

questionnaire was adapted from the work of Daba et. al. (2017) with some 

modifications to suit with the context and need of the research setting. Here, the 

questionnaire has been validated by collaborative learning experts (English 

lecturers)  to improve the questionnaire quality and reliability before distributing 

to participants.  

  In this research, the researcher uses close-ended questionnaire. It utilizes 

because it is easy to analyze the questionnaire result. The researcher forms the 

questionnaire underlying Likert-scale items. Ary, Jocobs, Sorensen, & Razavieh 

(2010) mentioned that Likert-type allows the respondents point out their responses 

to chosen statements in questionnaire based on the scale. Moreover, this study 

uses 5 point scales with “ Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Neutral (N), Disagree 

(D) and Strongly Disagree (SD)”. With the total number of 12 statements, the 

questionned typically used positive statements: SA=5, A=4, N=3, D=2, SD=1.  

 Further, there is the blueprint questionnaire of students’ perception toward 

group assignment below: 

Table 1. Blueprint questionnaire 
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No.                           Topics                                         Number                  Item(s) 

1.             Students preference                                           1                             1 

2.             Advantages in group assignment                2,3,4,5,6,7                    6 

3.             Drawbacks in group assignment                 8,9,10,11,12                 5 

                              Total items                                                                        12 
 

3.3.1.2 Interview 

 The second instruments used in this study was an interview guide. The 

interview served as a triangulation of the findings from the questionnaire to check 

the consistensy of the answer and to gain profound information about hindering 

factors in group work that influence both local and international students’ 

perception toward group assignment. The interview were conducted to 2 local 

students and 2 international students.  

 The interview followed semi-structured design in which the interview 

question was developed based on the result of the questionnaire. The researcher 

used semi-structure one due to the flexibility in which the questions are 

formulated but the researcher may modify the questions during the interview 

process. This in line with Ary, Jocobs, Sorensen, & Razavieh (2010), believed 

semi-structured interview constitutes an interview in which the questions are 

fixed, however the interviewer could arise new questions during the interview 

process to get additional information. In this phase, all the results were presented 

as the findings of this study and fully recorded and transcribed. 

3.3.3  Procedure 

With the aim of providing the right data, there were some procedures need 

to be conducted: 

1. Stage one; Planning 



20 
 

The researcher works collaboratively with advisors to plan some methods to 

obtain the data, construct, prepare and validate the instruments; 

2. Stage two; Collecting data 

The researcher was distributing the questionnaire and then collecting the 

data from all the participants. Then, interview section was conducted for 

further and deeper investigation; 

3. Stage three; Analyzing data 

The data are analyzed and concluded by referring to the related references.  

3.4  Data Analysis 

 Data analysis was the process in which the data collection were 

interpreted. It is a process in which the researcher systematically and structurally 

search, arrage, analyze and discuss the data in order to articulate and understand 

the data that had been collected (Ary, 2010). The following is the detail steps: 

1. Verifying the clarity and completeness of the data; 

2. Classifying the answers of the questionnaires and the interview between 

the local and international students then employ those classifications as the 

main raw data;  

3. Analyzing the questionnaire by calculating each items using simple 

statistic measurements. It includes mean, percentage and standard 

deviation. Then, interpret the interview data as well sistematically and 

academically; 

4. Interpreting and presenting the data quantitatively and qualitatively;  

5. Drawing the conclusion based on the result of the analysis. 


