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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This section presents review of related literature that is based on 

relevant theories. The discussions are about speech acts, types of speech acts, 

illocutionary acts, types of illocutionary acts, context, and movie. 

2.1. Speech Act 

Speech act is an action performed by speaker through delivering an 

utterance. Speech act includes functions, such as requesting, commanding, 

questioning, and informing (Yule, 1996). Speech acts take part outside the 

language dimension of communication. Speech act is involved in nearly all 

fields of human activity and linguistic communication has become a widely 

discussed topic among linguists (Bayat, 2013) 

In linguistics, speech act is an utterance defined as terms of the 

intention of speaker itself and its effect on a listener. When we delivered 

utterances, it is not just without purpose that we convey sentence. But within 

utterance itself, it also has meaning. At the same time we perform action in 

uttering sentence, as the hearer must clarify the ways in which the utterance is 

said to be action. 

Speech act can be performed either in explicit or implicit manner, 

explicit speech act contain performative verb such as  I invite you to my 

wedding tomorrow while implicit does not fit the structural definition of 

performative verb such as I will be very happy if you come to my wedding 
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party tomorrow. The sentence of being happy in the second example has a 

function as an implicit invitation. 

In relation to the meaning of speech acts, there are three types of speech 

acts.  Types of speech act are proposed by Austin in (Huang, 2007); 

2.1.1. Locutionary acts 

Locutionary act is “what is said” it is focused on the form of sentence or 

words uttered by speaker. It simply means as the way people saying 

something (Cutting, 2001). This is the actual utterance with supposed 

meaning,  for instance there is an utterance “ I am hungry” it means that the 

speaker wants to say that he or she is hungry and do not mean to ask others 

people to take a food for him or her.  

In brief, locutionary acts which contained phonetic, phatic, and rethic 

acts have to fulfill the correct grammatical construction of certain language 

with certain sense and references.  

2.1.2. Illocutionary act  

Illocutionary act is what the speakers do with their words. It means that 

it is an act that performed by the speaker by uttering a certain expression like 

asking for a help, giving orders, or to express what the speakers feel such as 

disappointed, angry, happy, etc. (Croddy, 2002). It simply means as ‘what is 

done in uttering the words’. 

Illocutionary acts are using a sentence to perform an action. For 

example “Shoot the rat” maybe intended as an order. In short, it is an act 

defined within a system of social conventions. 
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Sometimes, wide variety of difference speech act is used by using same 

expression. So, it can be interpreted that even the speaker use the same 

sentence or expression, it possible count as having difference speech act.  It 

depends on the context or situation in which doing conversation (Huang, 

2007) For example:  

 (At the school canteen)  

1. Please, a piece of martabak. 

2. Can I please get a piece of martabak? 

3. I want a piece of martabak. 

2.1.3. Perlocutionary acts 

Perlocutionary acts are speech act that carried out by a speaker and 

making the utterance as the act of causing a certain effect to both hearer and 

others. For example, if Joni says, “there’s a snake in your feet”, it may cause 

Bejo to panic, scream and run away from the snake. Causing these emotions 

and actions of Bejo is the perlocutionary act of Joni’s utterance. 

2.2. Illocutionary Act Classification 

Austin categorizes the illocutionary act into five; verditive, expositive, 

excercitive, behabitive, and commisive. However, Searle thinks that Austin 

categorized have several weaknesses and need to be revised. Because of those 

weaknesses, Searle presents a list of what he regards as the basic categorizes 

of illocutionary act. He categorizes involve; declarations, representatives, 

expressives, directives and commisive Searle in (Cutting, 2001) the 

explanation as a following bellow;  
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2.2.1. Declarations 

Declarations are effect changes in the institutional state of 

affairs and which tend to rely on elaborate extra – linguistic 

institutions by utterance such as “I bet, I declare, and I resign” 

(Cutting, 2001). For example: 

1. Government: We declare a state of national emergency 

2. Priest: I pronounce you husband and wife 

3. Referee: You are out 

2.2.2. Representatives 

Representatives are such utterances which commit 

addresser believe with what the speaker believes representatives 

are stating, describing, affirming, boasting, concluding, claiming, 

assessing and etc. (Huang, 2007) For example: 

1. The earth is circle 

2. The soldier are struggling for freedom 

3. It was a warn sunny day 

2.2.3. Expressive 

Expressive are kinds of speech acts that express how the 

speaker feels about the situation. The different kinds are: thanking, 

apologizing, welcoming, deploring. (Huang, 2007) As illustrated 

below, they can be caused by the speaker or the hearer. For 

example; 

1. I’m really sorry, I lied to you 

2. Congratulation! 

3. I’m so happy 
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2.2.4. Directives 

Directives act is attempt by speaker to make the addressee 

perform an action. The different kinds are: asking, ordering, 

requesting, inviting, advising, and begging (Huang, 2007). For 

example:  

1. Could you close the window? 

2. Don’t touch me 

3. Turn of the TV 

4. Don’t use my pillow 

2.2.5. Commissives 

 Commissives act is committing the speaker to do something 

in the future. The different kinds are: promising, planning, vowing, 

betting, opposing. For example:  

1. I'm going to Paris tomorrow 

2. We’ll be back in ten minutes 
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2.3. Context 

Context is an underlying background where the speaker and listener 

are doing conversation, its influences to the listeners to understand what the 

specific purpose brings by the speaker. In brief, context is situation or 

condition includes setting, participant or event in which the speaker 

performed an utterances (Sbisà, 2002). 

The same utterance will have different meaning if the context of each 

utterance is different. Here is the example; 

“Your hair is so long!”  

If the statement is given by the teacher to the students at school, it can 

be understood that the teacher commands them to cut their hair in order to 

obey the school’s rule.  

 In the different situation, if this utterance is delivered by a woman to 

her friend, it can be meant as a praising of having long hair.  

Contexts is always changing, there were several things underlying 

these changes. It could be from verbal or nonverbal action. But it also from 

speech act itself which bring the changes in the ordinary feature of context. It 

depends on the perspective from both speaker and addresser. (van Dijk, 2008) 
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2.4. Movie 

Movie is defined as a motion picture which is done by many hands 

such as writer, actors, directors, various technicians involved in lighting and 

stage management etc., editors, cameramen, and continuity people (Ellis 

2001). The development of the movie is very amaze starting of technology 

expansion. People build the movie factory in many countries and right now 

the aces to get movies are very easy because of internet. Furthermore, people 

watch the movie is not just for entertainment but also we can get the lesson 

from movie. 

2.4.1. Kinds of Movie 

There are many kinds of movie based on the types of its 

development and divisions, they are: 

a) Action movies, its movie which usually involve bad characters and 

good characters in that storyline it combine with so many physical 

activities, like fighting or anything about violence. 

b) Adventure movies, this genre is quite similar to an action movie. 

Rather than action movie that emphasizes on riot, disturbance, and 

violence. This genre provides the viewer to enjoy time travels, empire, 

or something when main character got confront and struggle.  

c) Comedy movies, it is movie that tries to make us laugh with many 

different way. Nowadays usually comedy combined with other genre 

such as action, drama, and also horror. 
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d) Crime movies are a movie genre inspired by story of criminality, such 

as true story of the murder mystery both have been solved or not. 

Usually it tells about detective, criminals, and contains violence.  

e) Epic or myth, it is a movie taken from traditional or legendary story, 

usually about being hero or demigod and explaining the origin of 

natural change. 

f) Fantasy movies,  it is movie that shows about some magical powers. 

This genre is aimed for adults. Usually it’s told about superhero or 

human who have super powers. 

g) Horror movies, usually it shows creepy character such as, vampire, 

ghost, and monster. This movie is designed to make the audience 

feeling scare.   

h) Romance movies, usually the story is told about two main characters 

that have deep relationship. Mostly, it has a happy ending. 

i) Sci-Fi movies, usually this genre is contains imaginary character. 

Mostly, sets on the ground or in the space in the future or past. 

j) Social drama, drama movie usually describe about someone who in 

conflict with others. These types usually attempt to have setting like 

natural life situation and phenomena.   

k) Thriller, it is a movie which actually tells an entertaining fictional 

story about something like criminal activity or spying. 
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Based on the genre of those movies, this study analyzes 47 Ronin 

movie which combined between adventure and action genre. This movie 

shows a great life group of 18
th

 century Japanese who seek vengeance 

upon the death of their lord. 

2.4.2. 47 Ronin 

47 Ronin is action-fantasy movie which taken from real history of 

Japanese story which is 47 samurai who became ronin because of 

shogun’s decision. They commit to avenge the death of their lord and 

sacrifice their life by breaking shogun’s rules. Carl Rinsh was the director 

of this movie, and stars Keanue Reeves as Kai and Hiroyuki Sanada as 

Oishi. 

In this research, the utterances between the main characters are used 

as the object of the study. 

 




