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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This part discusses the procedures used in conducting the research, it 

covers research design, research participants, data collection, and data analysis. 

Those aspects will be explained in details by reviewing several theories. 

3.1 Research Design 

The research design refers to the plan which is the whole of a research 

study. Creswell (2009) determines that research designs are plans and the 

processes for research that span the results from broad assumptions to detailed 

methods of data collection and analysis. It means that the researcher should 

choose the proper research method to obtain the data. Furthermore, there are two 

types of research design namely qualitative research and quantitative research.  

This study used a qualitative research design. This research employed 

qualitative design to observe phenomena in rich details. Creswell (2009) claims 

that qualitative research can be described as an effective typical that occurs in a 

natural setting that permits the researcher to improve a level of detail. In addition, 

this research also used qualitative design in order to get a deep understanding of 

the phenomena from the participants. Those phenomena were about preferred 

listening strategies by male and female in tenth graders at Senior High School 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. Moreover,descriptive qualitative was used in this 

studyin order to answer the research question and described the preferred listening 

strategies by male and female in tenth graders at Senior High School 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. The descriptive qualitative was a research method that 
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used to explain about the current phenomena as accurately as possible. In 

addition, Fraenkeland wallen (2007) explains that descriptive qualitative may be 

explained as defining the conditions given as carefully and totally as possible.  

3.2 Research Subjects  

Research subjects were people who participate in the study to obtain the 

information. Fraenkel (2007) describes that research subjects are persons who will 

be as sources in collecting data. The research subjects were people who take part 

in focus group discussion. It is because they have responsibility to participate until 

the research is completed.  Indeed, the research subjects in this study were 

students at Senior High SchoolMuhammadiyah 1 Malang. The research subjects 

in the study were tenth graders at Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 Malang 

which is consists of six males and six females. It is because in the tenth grade at 

Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 Malang only consists of twelve students. 

Morgan (1997)suggests that the participants of conducting focus group discussion 

consist of six to ten people. It is because a smaller group was better for reliable 

results since it gives each participant more time to convey their opinions. Then, 

the students were selected based on the characteristics. The research subjects who 

learn English listening. 

3.3 Data Collection 

 Data collection is the activity of the researcher in collecting the 

information to answer the research problem. 
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 3.3.1 Instrument 

Research instrument is a tool to support the researcher when using 

technique of collecting data from the subject of research. In collecting the 

data, the focus group discussion (FGD) was chosen. According 

toDenscombe (2007:115), “Focus group discussions consists of a small 

group of people, usually between six and nine in number, who are brought 

together by a trained moderator (the researcher) to explore attitudes and 

perceptions, feelings and ideas about a topic”.  

The focus group discussion was the communication in the group. 

In addition, questions were asked in an interactive group where the 

members were free to talk with other members group. During the 

discussion, the members affect each other through their answers. 

Therefore, the focus groups discussion is a group interview that offers the 

researchers’ skill to gather deeper information cheaper rather than 

individual interviews. 

The focus group discussion was divided into two groups. The first 

group consisted of six male students. Then, the second group consisted of 

six female students at Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. The 

researcher divides into two groups in order to get more understanding 

about the preferred students’strategies from each group. In addition, the 

questions of focus group discussion have been revised and agreed by an 

expert. The questions of group discussion cover about the students’ 

preferences toward the English song, English film, talk and listen to 
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Native speaker. Moreover, when conducted FGD, the researcher used 

Indonesian language in order to avoid misunderstanding between the 

researcher and the participants. 

3.3.2 Procedure 

Data collection procedure is the method in order to assemble the 

data. The data collection procedure was conducted to gather the 

information about the preferred listening strategies by male and female in 

tenth graders atSenior High SchoolMuhammadiyah 1 Malang. In 

collecting the data, the researcher conducts some steps: 

1. The researcher asked permission to the teacher to conduct focus 

group discussion in Senior High SchoolMuhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

2. The aims of the focus group were clearly explained to all the 

participants. 

3. All the participants presented their thoughts and suggestions. 

4. The focus group discussion was conducted two times.  

5. Notes were taken and information was recorded. 

3.4 Data Analysis 

Creswell (2009) points out, the procedure of data analysis includes making 

sense out of image and text data. It containsof conducting different analysis, 

deeper into understading data, representing data and making an interpretation 

finding for data, and preparing data for analysis. After collecting the data, the 

researcher analyzes the data in several steps as follows: 

1. The recorded statements of the male and female group were transcribed. 



17 
 

2. The unimportant information from focus group discussion was reduced. 

3. The result of both data from the focus group discussion was compared. 

4. Drawing the conclusion in the form of descriptive text. 


