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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter discusses research background, problem, objective, scope and 

limitation, significance, and definition of key term. Each aspect is clarified in 

details with the related theoretical evidences. 

1.1 Research Background  

Listening is receiving language through ears. This contains identifying the 

speech of sounds and processing them into words and sentences. When 

listening, it is expected that the writer should use an ears to get individual 

sounds (stress, rhythm, letters and pause) and use a brain to turn them into 

meaningful messages. Moreover, listening activities need in an academic 

context; where the students must deal with listening comprehension in the 

class. Richard and Schmidt (2010) show that listening comprehension is a 

process of understanding speech sounds. The study of listening 

comprehension emphasis on the part of single linguistic units (words, 

grammatical structure, and phonemes).  

According to Rost (2013:2), 

“Listening, in its broadest sense, as a process of receiving what the 

speaker says (receptive orientation); constructing and representing 

meaning (constructive orientation); negotiating meaning with the 

speaker and responding (collaborative orientation); and, creating 

meaning through involvement, imagination and empathy 

(transformative orientation)”. 
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Several previous researches have been conducted related to gender 

preference. Jummai(2017) did the research about, A Study of the English 

Listening Comprehension Strategies Used by Female and Male Senior 

Secondary School Students in Edo State. The participants consisted of 239 

male and 203 female in senior high school in Edo South Senatorial District, 

Nigeria. Listening comprehension strategy questionaire was used as the 

research instrument. Moreover, thirty questions of questionaire were divided 

into six types of strategies namely memory strategy, sosial strategy, cognitive 

strategy, compensation strategy, metacognitive strategy, and affective 

strategy. The result showed that both male and female use more 

metacognitive strategy in listening comprehension. 

Moreover, Chen & Chia-li (2015) investigated The Use of EFL Reading 

Strategies among High School Students in Taiwan. The participants consisted 

of 726 female and 533 male. Survey of reading strategies was used as the 

research instrument. Thirty items of survey reading strategies which included 

three categories namely global reading strategies, support strategies, and 

problem-solving strategies. The result explained that female used reading 

strategies are more expressively rather than male. It means that female 

students showed better attentiveness of reading strategies rather than male in 

three categories.  

Bayu (2015) analyzed a research aboutGrammar Learning Strategies Use 

of Grade 11 Students at Medhanealem Preparatory School: Gender in Focus. 

The participants consisted of 147 female and 17 male students at 
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Medhanealem Preparatory School, Ethiopia. Grammar learning strategies 

questionaire was used as the research istruments, which use five categories of 

strategies: memory, cognitive, sosial and affective, and metcognitive. The 

result found that male students prefer affective strategies, whereas 

metacognitive strategies were the chosen strategy by female.  

Preliminary data was taken by interviewing of 5 students which consisted 

of 3 males and 2 females of SMA Muhammadiyaha 1 Malang. The result 

describes that 1 of 3 male students used a watching movie strategy. Besides, 2 

of 3 male students used listening a music strategy. Furthermore, both of 

female students used a watching movie strategy. Based on interview, male and 

female students have preference strategies in learning listening, where female 

students prefer use listening a music strategy in learning listening than male 

students. 

Similar research has not been conducted in Indonesia especially senior 

high schools. Therefore, the study with similiar discussion of research was 

investigated. That is “Prefered Listening Strategies By Male And Female 

Tenth Graders at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang”.  SMA Muhammadiyah 1 

Malang was choose because this school has not been conducted research on 

student strategies in learning listening. Hence, based on that background, the 

writer was interested to describe the strategies used by students. 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, the statement of the problem 

is formulated as follows: 
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Do male tenth graders have preferred learning strategy in Listening 

subject? 

Do female tenth graders have preferred learning strategy in Listening 

subject? 

1.3 Research Objective 

 In relation to the problem above, the objective of the study is as follows: 

To analyze the preferred listening strategies of tenth graders at SMA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this study is focuses on analyzing of the preference strategies 

used by tenth graders in learning listening class. In addition, the limitation of 

this study is the tenth graders at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. Tenth 

graders of science was chosen because they have a preference strategies in 

learning listening.  

1.5 Research Significance 

The significance of the study as is follows:  

1.5.1 English Teacher  

This study should be an eye opener to English Language teachers who 

always expected that listening is anability that is not essentially to be 

taught. Therefore, it offers the English teachers with a more objective and 

belief about their listening comprehension strategy or perhaps choice 

teaching strategy appropriate for all students both male and female 

students. 
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1.5.2 Teachers Candidate 

The result of this study will help the candidate teachers to improve their 

quality of teaching listening strategies. Moreover, it can assist the 

candidate of teacher to choose the best strategy that they can use in 

achieveEnglish listening assignment. 

1.5.3 Headmasters 

Headmasters should be totally aware that listening skill cannot be 

ignored in the school curriculum if it is actually considered as the first of 

language skills learned by every child. Therefore, the result of this study 

should be given the same kindness as other language skills. Moreover, it 

also can be used as reference for headmasters to aid them establish the 

teaching strategies that support the students’ learning strategies. 

1.6 Definition of Key Term 

The following terms used in this thesis need to be defined to avoid 

misinterpretation. The terms are defined as follows: 

1.6.1 Preference  

Lichtenstein & Slovic (2006) argue that preference is referring to 

an individual’s attitude to a set of objects, naturally reflected in an 

cleardesion-making process. Therefore, prefer means to select to use it 

over time.  

1.6.2 Learning Strategies 

Learning strategies as techniques used by students to develop with 

familiar information. Accidentally, teachers can teach students on how to 

become active learners by teaching learning strategies, those strategies 
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show students how to choose in new information. Brown (2005) points out 

that learning strategies as a thought that person use in order to aid them 

learn, recall new information, or understand. 


