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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This introduction intends to offer brief background about the topic that is 

related to this chapter. It provides research background, research problem, research 

objective, research significance, scope limitation, and definition of key term.  

1.1 Research Background 

English language is regarded as the most spoken language in many countries. 

Currently, people use English language in their daily life, even people who do not 

come from English speaking country.  It is common because English is used as a 

medium of communication in various fields and occupations. Therefore, mastering 

English is important to help people in looking for a job and getting information. 

Although English is a popular language, it does not mean that it is easy to master 

it.  

English has four skills which should be mastered by learners, they are reading, 

listening, writing, and speaking. Those skills are needed to develop students’ 

language skill. There are some people who think that learning English is very 

challenging, especially learning speaking. The reason why it is challenging is that 

speaking is one of skills to communicate with others, however, when someone is 

speaking they have to express their ideas with facial expression, gestures, and 

intonation. According to Linse & Nunan (2005), speaking is a systematic verbal 

utterance to convey meaning that include producing, receiving, and processing 
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information. In other words, speaking is not only dealing with the usage of verbal 

language but also processing information in order to express someone ideas or 

thoughts. 

However, teaching has an important role in learning speaking skill. It is 

emphasized in increasing the language skills for students, especially in speaking. 

One of the problems in teaching speaking is that teacher more focuses on structure 

rather than on language skill. It leads the students to have difficulties in learning 

speaking. Based on the previous study about teacher’s problem in teaching 

speaking at the second-year students of SMPN 2 Ponorogo that has done by 

Purwoko (2008), it was found that the teacher did not use various teaching 

techniques in learning process and the teaching environment was not comfortable 

for teaching learning process. By knowing those problems, it is important for 

teacher to apply many ways to solve the students’ difficulties in learning speaking.  

One of the ways is by using cooperative learning because it can enhance students’ 

participation by doing something active such as group discussion.  

“Cooperative learning is an approach to group work that minimize the 

occurrence of those unpleasant situations and maximizes the learning and 

satisfaction that result from working on high performance team” (Felder & 

Brent, 2007) 

Based on conducted preliminary study, teacher predominantly uses 

Cooperative Learning Method (CLM). By applying CLM, teacher creates great 

atmosphere in language learning process. CLM is a method in learning English 
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with small groups’ and uses a variety of learning activities to improve the 

understanding of the intended subject, which is English. CLM is the instruction 

used to form small groups that allows students to work together to optimize each 

other’s learning, and CLM also can support the implementation of 2013 curriculum. 

According to Prastyo (2014), cooperative learning will make a successful 

guidelines method to accomplish the three principles target of 2013 curriculum. 

Students have important role in the implementation of curriculum 2013, they 

become the center of learning. Therefore, students must be active in learning 

activity in the classroom. On the other side, the role of the teacher in teaching 

process is only as a facilitator. So, CLM has a close relationship with the purpose 

of 2013 curriculum.    

In this research, the researcher studies the previous study about cooperative 

methods in order to look for guidelines and tries to find information related to 

cooperative method. The previous research was conducted by Susilowati (2004), it 

was projected that there were positive improvements in students’ speaking skill and 

the class during the teaching and learning process. Based on the result, it can be 

concluded that cooperative learning is effective to be used in teaching and learning 

process, especially speaking. 

Furthermore, the researcher wants to know the teachers’ perception on 

cooperative learning as a method in teaching speaking. In the previous research 

conducted by Kurniawati (2006), it was found that cooperative learning has a 

significant impact in teaching and learning process. The teacher was able to choose 
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and determine the best way to teach speaking to their students and the students will 

learn speaking effectively. Therefore, the goal of speaking will be achieved.  

Based on the research background above, the researcher wants to find out 

“Teachers’ Perceptions on Cooperative Learning Method Used in Teaching 

Speaking for Eight Grades at SMPN 3 Batu”. 

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the background above, the problem statements as follows: 

1. What are the types of learning method used in teaching Speaking for eight 

grades at SMPN 3 Batu? 

2. What are the reasons for selecting of learning method in teaching speaking for 

eight grades at SMPN 3 Batu? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

In accordance with the problems above, the purpose of this research is to find out: 

1. The types of learning method used in teaching speaking for eight grades at 

SMPN 3 Batu. 

2. The reasons for selecting of learning method in teaching speaking for eight 

grades at SMPN 3 Batu. 

1.4 Research Significances 

It is expected that the result of this research will be useful for the teachers, 

students, and other researchers. For the teachers, the result of this research is expected 

to be used a method in teaching speaking. For students, it is expected that after used 

cooperative learning method students can improve their motivation on learning English 
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especially in learning speaking. For the other researchers, the results of this research 

are expected to be useful as a reference for the next researchers who are interested in 

developing this study or issues. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The study is focused on teacher’s perception on cooperative learning method used 

in teaching speaking; and the advantages and disadvantages of using cooperative 

learning method in teaching speaking. In this study, the subjects are limits for the 

teacher of SMPN 3 Batu who are teaching speaking for eight grades. They are selected 

because the teacher who teaches speaking use cooperative learning method. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To make the research clearer, easy to understand and to avoid confusion by the 

readers, the researcher presents three definitions of the key terms: 

 Speaking is a systematic verbal utterance to convey meaning that include 

producing, receiving and processing information (Nunan, 2013). Speaking in this 

study is defined as a skill to produce utterances in spoken form.  

 Teaching Speaking is how speaking taught to help students express their idea 

through speech and focusing on specific of features of oral interaction (Jack Croft 

Richards, 2008). In this research, teaching speaking is focusing on oral interaction 

through group work and task work done by teachers. 

 Cooperative Learning is the method which use of small groups in learning that 

enable students to work together to maximize their learning and learn with other 
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members in groups (Johnson, Johnson, & Smith, 2014). Cooperative learning here 

is a method that is used to instruct the students working together in groups to 

enhance the learning goal. 


