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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In this chapter, the researcher is going to discuss some topics related to 

literature, namely: learning style, pop music, and perception. Each topic will be 

presented below: 

2.1 Learning Style 

This part will describe some aspects about learning style. Those parts are the 

definition of learning style, the characterisrics of learning style, and the kinds of 

learning style. 

2.1.1 Definition of Learning Style 

Learning is the process of an individual in gaining knowledge and skills 

based on experience, studying or instruction, which causes the changed and 

shaped of behaviour (Pritchard, 2009). Schmeck (1988) stated that learning is 

the change of person to an stimulus situation which can be seen. 

Every individual has different ways and strategies in learning. Those 

different ways or strategies are knew as learning style. Based on Pashler, 

McDaniel, Rohrer & Bjork (2009) learning styles refers to the concept that 

individuals differ in regard to what mode of instruction or study is most effective 

for them. Another statement comes from Pritchard (2009) who said that learning 

style is a habbit of an individual in learning, including how they criticze and 

process information.  
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These different habbits in learning are influnced by past experience of 

education, whether it is formal or informal (Boneva & Mihova, 2012). Learning 

style becomes important beacuse it gives impact in student’s interest to the 

material. Students interest in learning give big impact in the effectivness of 

learning, the reason is if they do not see the value and the importance of the 

information they have no interest to material (Gilakjani, 2012). 

 

2.1.2 Characterisrics of Learning Style 

According to Boneva & Mihova (2012:), there are five main 

characteristics in learning style which will be described bellow: 

a. Environmental: light, sound and temperature give different impact in 

learning. Some people enjoy in learning with music and others prefer to 

learn in silence.  

 

b. Emotional: motivation, persistence, responsibility and organisational 

skills are some aspects which influence learning process basen on 

emotional. 

 

c. Sociological: some people prefer to learn by themselves, others will 

achieve better when they are learning with friends.   

 

d. Physical: physical characteristic is the differences in learning whether 

they prefer to give break while learning or learning without break. 
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e. Psychological: it is about personal characteristics, such as abilities, 

motivation, temprament and thinking.   

 

2.1.3 Kind of Learning Style 

Generally, there are three main kinds of learning style, such as: visual 

learner, auditory learner and kinesthetic learner. The differences are described 

bellow: 

a. Visual Learner 

Visual learner prefer to learn by using pictures and images. The kind 

of tasks or materials which are related to some phrases or words such as 

dialogues are not appropriate for them, because they cannot visualize it 

(Boneva & Mihova, 2012). The gestuter and body language of the 

teachers or the instuctors will help the visual learner easily understand 

the material because they learn easily by using non-verbal thing 

(Gilakjani, 2012). According to Pritchard (2009), when visual learners 

present or describe objects or experiences, they will use gesture and body 

language, such as hand movement; while they are thinking, they have a 

tendency to look upwards. In visual learner, pictures, maps, diagrams, 

charts will be helpul. 

 

b. Auditory Learner 

Auditory learners learn best by hearing and listening. As stated in 

Gilakjani (2012), they are different from visual learners who rely on the 

gesture and body language, auditory learners get information better from 
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the pitch, emphasis and speed of the teacher explanations. It is because 

they are sensitive to the speech quality, tone and timbre of the voice, 

intonation, etc (Boneva & Mihova, 2012). The methods and strategies 

which is appropriate for auditory learners are discussion, lectures, 

interviewing, hearing stories and audio tapes (Pritchard, 2009). 

 

c. Kinesthetic Learner 

Kinesthetic learners prefer to learn by using physical activitiess. It is 

because they are easy in learning through contact movement and 

imitation (Boneva & Mihova, 2012). Based on Gilakjani (2012) 

kinesthetic learner are easy to get unfocused and have an uneasy time 

staying on the target. As they have good memory, they are great to 

remember moments and express feeling or experiences (Pritchard, 2009). 

Field trips, manipulating objects and other practical, first-hand 

experience are some kind of activities that is appropriate for kinesthetic 

learner. 

 

The table in the next page that is taken from Boneva & Mihova 

(2012) will show the differences between visual learner, auditory learner 

and kinesthetic learner: 
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Table 2.1 Learning Style Diffences 

Visual Learner Auditory Learner Kinesthetic Learner 

Mind sometimes strays 

during verbal activities 

 Observes rather than 

talks or acts 

Organised in approach to 

tasks 

Likes to read 

Usually a good speller 

Memorised by seeing 

graphics and pictures 

Not too distractable 

Find verbal instructions 

difficult 

Has good handwriting 

Remember faces 

Uses advanced planning 

Doodles 

Quiet by nature 

Meticulous, neat it 

appearance 

 Notices details 

Talks to self a loud 

Enjoys talking 

Easily distracted 

Has more difficulty with 

written directions 

Likes to be read to 

Memorizes by steps in a 

sequence 

Enjoys music 

Whispers to self while 

reading 

Remember faces 

Easily distracted by 

noises 

Hums or sings 

Outgoing by nature 

Enjoys listening activity 

 

Likes physical rewards 

In motion most of the 

time 

Likes to touch people 

when talking to them 

Taps pencil or foot while 

studying 

Enjoys doing activities 

Reading is not a priority 

Poor speller 

Likes to solve problems 

by physically working 

through them 

Will try new things 

Outgoing by nature 

Expresses emotions 

through physical means 

Uses hand while talking 

Dresses for comfort 

Enjoy handling objects 

 

2.2 Pop Music  

This section describes two things that are related to the title: the definition of 

pop music and pop music in learning. 

2.2.1 Definition of Pop Music 

Music is common part in daily routine. A lot of people enjoy their activities 

by listening music. There are a lot of music such as opera, jazz and pop. One of 

kind music which is very familiar is pop music. Pop music or popular music is 

the kind of music which is exist in the mass media via such as radio, television 

or internet (Scott & Samson, 2009). According to Shuker (as cited in Dokulil, 
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2013) Generally, modern pop music comes from musical styles which is well-

received in the 1950s. Public entertainment becomes focus on this kind of music, 

since it is basically made for pleasure. 

 

2.2.2 Pop Music in Learning 

Music often becomes tool in increasing learning process. Whether it is as 

the material, techinuqe and media or it is just as the background to create a 

positive atmosphere. As the material, media or background in learning, music 

has the advantages in its role.  

When the students use music as the material in learning process, new 

vocabulary, pronounciation, stress in multiple syllable words, grammar and 

territorial different such as accents or differences in vocabulary are some aspects 

that could be improved (Dokulil, 2013).   

As the music is used as the background in learning, it has benefit for the 

learners. According to Sigurdardottir (2011), lack of concentration becomes one 

of the most problem for students in learning. Music has a sustained supportive 

ambiance which results the reducing of frustation levels (White, 2007). It gives 

positive impacts in learning, students could be more focused and the learning 

process gets more effective.   

In learning language, music develops students’ abilities in listening, 

speaking, reading and writing through precious resources of the song because 

authentic and informal language which is natural to be listened could be found 

in music (Saricoban & Metin, 2000).    
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2.3 Perception 

This part will discuss about definition perception, process of perception and 

influence factor on perception. 

2.3.1 Definition of Perception 

Wood (2010) defines that perception is the process of giving meanings on 

something by some steps which are selecting, organizing, and interpreting 

people, objects, events, situations, and other phenomena. According to Goldstein 

(2011), the stimulation of sense can make experience that buid the perception. 

From those statements, it can be concluded that perception is the human point of 

view on things which is processed by selecting, organizing and interpreting and 

built by experiences.  

2.3.2 Kind of Perception  

According to Robbins (2013), there are two kinds of percetion that are 

positive perception and negative perception. The differences between positive and 

negative perception are explained in the next page: 

a. Positive perception is a human point of view through certain objects or 

informations with a positive assesment or as expected of the perceived 

objects or of the rules which exist.  

b. Negative perception is a perception of an individual through certain objects 

or informations with the negative perception or the contrary to what is 

expected of the perceived objects or of the rules which exist. 
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Positive and negative perception can be measured by using Likert scale. 

Likert scale is attitude assesment through topics or problems whose responde are 

given by choosing strongly agree, agree, neutral, disagree, and strongly disagree 

(Ary, Jacobs, Saronsen & Razavieh, 2010). From the respond which are given, it is 

measused as strongly disagree=1, disagree=2, neutral=3, agree=4, and sstrongly 

disagree=5. Total of the point are divided into number of items. If it is above 3 

means giving positive perception, 3 means to neutral, and under 3 belongs to 

negative perception. 

2.3.3 Process of Perception 

According to Wood (2010), there are three process of perception that are 

selection, organization and interpretation. The first process of perception is 

selection. Selection is situation when people see at issue, problem, condition or 

etc and decided whether notice or not. Several things that influce what people 

perceive are motives, needs and cultures. After selecting what they notice to, 

people would organize and attribute meaning to it. The last process is 

interpretation that is a subjective process on describing perception that depends 

on something make sense for themselves. 

2.3.4 Influence Factors on Perception 

According to Wood (2010), there are five factors that influnce human 

perception. Those factors are psychological, age, culture, cognitive abilities and 

self that will be explained in the next page: 
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a. Psychological  

Human psychological gives effect in brain to perceive things. 

When people got tired or stress, they would see or find negativity 

more than when they were in good feelings. The example is people 

might could hear critics when they were in good feelings, but they 

were down or not in good mood they would get anger of the critics. 

b. Age 

Age becomes another factor that influence perception. It can 

be seen from the differences of 20  and 60 years old in perceiving 

things like situation, social or problem. Human perception in 

seeing or responding sosial issues can be different because of age 

and also experiences. 

c. Culture 

Seeing the definition of culture that is belief, value, religion or 

habbit are done by people who live in one area, it is surely that 

culture becomes one of big factor in influencing perception. It 

includes social location and roles of people itself. Social roles 

usually influence how people perceive communication about their 

opinion. 

 

d. Cognitive Abilities 

How cognitive abilities influences perception can be seen by 

the different field that they focus on. People who learn about 

education and business will see something differently. Another 



15 
 

example is peole who continued they study and they are not, they 

will perceive things not in same ways. 

 

e. Self 

The biggest factor that influences perception is ourselves. It 

influences interpersonal perceptions. The example is the 

differences introvert people and extrovert people, they will 

perceive differently. It is unspoken and unconscious assumption. 


