
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter provides the description of research background, research 

problems, research purposes, research significances, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

Language can be defined as a tool to do communication which is an 

exclusively human property. According to Goldstein (2011), language is a system 

to communicate that is used to show feeling, thoughts, ideas, and experieces; it 

could be sounds or symbols. The number of languages in this world are more than 

thousands. Every country has their own national language which is different with 

other. Besides, there is a variety of local languages which come from different 

regions. Language can be spoken by millions people or by a few thousand. 

English becomes one of language which is important for doing 

communication in this current time. It is influenced by some factors, one of the 

factor is it is the most common foreign language. Mostly, people, who speak in 

different language, use English languge for doing communication. People need to 

learn English to help them to get in touch on an international level. In education, 

English is also essential language. Many countries teach the students to learn 

English as a second language. English is found becoming the dominant language in 

the sciences, most of the research and studies is written in English language. 
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Those factors make English becomes so important to be learn, including in 

Indonesian country. 

In learning English language, there are a lot of ways to learn which is 

different between an individual and other. Students learn based on their interest and 

somehow it is influenced by learning style. Learning style are defined as differentt 

approaches or ways of learning (Sabatova, 2008). Learning style is divided into 

three kinds, namely: visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic. People can be identified as 

visual leaners when they prefer to learn by seeing such as using images  or pictures 

(Pritchard, 2008). On the contrary, auditory learners accept and process the material 

easily by listening and interpreting intonation, pitch, emphasis and speed (Gilakjani, 

2011). Gilakjani also states that individuals that use “hands-on” approach in 

learning can be categorized into kinaesthetic learners. Movement, coordination, 

rhythm, emotional response and physical comfort prominently is good in this 

learning style.  

Based on those learning style which is different one and other, some kinds 

of strategy in learning start to appear to addapt students interest. One of the example 

is music. Some teachers use music in class to make the students interested. Some 

students also use music to boost their mood in learning. However, the impact of 

music in learning process gives different impact in each individual. In 2012, 

Kurniawati studied about Effect of Listening Music on Students’ Achievement of 

Writing at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. The result of her finding says that there 

was no positive effect of listening music on students’ achievement in writing 

especially in writing recount text. The result of this finding is contrast with the 
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finding of Pramono (2005) which is about Study on Student’s and Teacher’s 

Responses toward the Technique of Teaching and Learning Listening Using Music. 

This study found that the students gave a good appreciation to the technique of 

listening using music. It can be seen that using music in learning makes the students 

interested in learning. This different finding can be influenced by different skill to 

be studied or the subject of the study.  

Those findings inspire the researcher to conduct an interview on some 

English language learners. Based on preliminary interview, some of the students in 

English Language Education Department enjoy listening music while they are 

learning or studying. They also add that they can get more concentration when 

listening music. However, some other students said that they cannot learning with 

music. One of them  said that music loses her concentration. It is not good choice 

to learn with music.  

In addition, pop music becomes one of the favorite genre of music for 

students. It is the kind of song which is the most frequently listened by students. In 

the other hand, it is known by almost every students in university because it can be 

played in social media like Youtube. Some students who learn using music also 

explained that pop songs have ear-catching rythm to be listened become one of 

choices in learning with music. From those results of the interview, the researcher 

is interested to investigate Student’s Perception on Pop Music in Learning English.  
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1.2 Research Problems 

From the research background, the researcher constructs the research problems 

as follows: 

1. What are the student’s perceptions on pop music toward English learning? 

2. What are the reasons of the student’s perception on pop music toward 

English learning? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives  

Based on the research problems above, the researcher formulates the research 

objectives as follows: 

1. To describe the student’s perception on pop music toward English learning. 

2. To find out the reason of the student’s perception on pop music toward 

English learning. 

 

1.4 Research Significances 

This research is expected to be able to give contribution in theoretically and 

practically which are explained as follows:  

1. Theoretically, this research can be used for the students to know the different 

perception of pop music in learning English language. For the teacher or 

lecture, it can be used to see the differences way of students in learning. 

Future researcher can use this research as an alternative reference in order 

to conduct similar research or to complete this research by finding other 

theories. 
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2. Practically, this research can be used for the students to try listening pop 

music while learning. For the teacher or lecture, the can try to use pop music 

as the background in the class. Future researcher can use this research to 

conduct the similar research with different topic or continue this research. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Dealing with scope and limitation, this research is focused on student’s 

perception op pop music toward English learning and the reason of the student’s 

perception on pop music toward English learning. Moreover, it involves the 

students of 2015 ELED UMM from Class A. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

• Perception is the steps of marking, coordinating and interpreting in 

producing meaning (Wood, 2010). 

• Pop music is a genre of music which is more well likes than many examples 

of so called ‘authentic’ popular forms like blues, folk, country, heavy, rock, 

rap and techno (Rojek, 2011). 

• Learning style is a current strategy or a manner how an individual learns 

including thinking and accepting information (Pirtchard, 2009). 


