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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

This chapter presents literature about young learner, teaching English 

language to young learner, strategies of teaching English to young learner, song as 

a media in teaching English to young learner, teaching English to young learner 

by using song, students’ attention. 

2.1 Young Learner 

     According to Slattery and Willis (2003), there are two groups of young 

learners, very young learner and young learner. Very young learners are the 

students under seven years old and young learners are the students who are seven 

until twelve years old. It implies that young learners are classified by their age. 

Young learners are the students who are not yet adult as state. They are included 

into elementary school until before junior high school. 

     In the elementary school, young learners gain new skills such as, reading and 

writing. Their development of vocabulary also increases during elementary 

school. Thus, they can connect one sentence to another, make description, 

definition, and narration with rational thinking. In that period, young learners also 

make progress in understanding how to use language which relate with their 

culture (Santrock, 2014). 

     As a teacher, knowing the age of our students is important for the teacher 

because we will know how and what to teach them. Learners of different age have 
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different needs, competences and cognitive skills. Therefore, teachers of young 

learners should understand the characteristics of each students. 

       The followings are the characteristics of young learners described by Slattery 

and Willis (2003):  

Very Young Learners under 7 Young Learners (7-12) 

gain through listening and experiencing 

lots of English, in much the same way 

as they gain L1 

are gaining to read and write in L1  

gain through doing things and playing; it 

is chance for them to learn new words or 

phrases subconsciously 

are growing as thinkers 

like playing with language sounds, 

simulating and creating funny noises. 

Such as, singing songs. 

can design and arrange how best to 

perform an activity 

are not able to prepare their learning can works in a team and learn 

from others 

not able to read or write in L1, so the 

teacher needs to recycle language 

through talk and play 

can be reliable and take 

responsibility for learning 

activities and routines 

gain to understand a lot of words and 

phrases in English context, so their 

grammar will develop gradually 

 

Table 1 The Characteristics of Young Learners 

       Those are the characteristics of young learners that teachers must know 

because it will help them to teach young learners. The teacher will know what 

they must do in the teaching and learning process. If the teachers do not know the 

characteristics of their learners, the learners will have the difficulty in learning. 
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From those characteristics above, the teachers will be able to know what kind of 

strategies, materials, and media which are appropriate to teach them. 

2.2 Teaching English to Young Learner 

       Nowdays, many people learn English. It is the most widely spoken and 

official language in the world among Spanish, Mandarin, Arabic, etc. Since 

English becomes the one of the International language, not only adults who learn 

English, but also young learners.  

       In Indonesia, the status of English as a foreign language becomes a “local 

subject” in elementary school. English as a local subject means teacher only 

teaches two to four hours in a week. The Policy of Ministry of and Culture 

Number 0487/4/1992, Chapter VIII which English was promoted as the local 

subject (Arsiyanti et. al., 2013). The school can add English subject in the 

curriculum, throughout the subject is not contrary to the national education 

purposes. Currently, English as a local subject starting at the fourth grade but 

many other elementary schools teach English at earlier grades. 

       Teaching English as a foreign language to young learners are different from 

that to adults. Here, the teacher should know the way how young learners learn a 

foreign language and the way to teach it. According to Brown (2007), teaching is 

helping someone to gain how to do something, offering with knowledge and 

creating the understanding of something. In elementary school, the teacher is a 

“facilitator”. It means the teacher is the centre of the English learning process in 

the early of stages of education. Therefore, the teacher of English for young 
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learner should have special characteristics and special skills to teach young 

learner. 

      According to Scott and Ytreberg (1990), they stated that teachers need to have 

some characteristics to become an ideal teacher. Those are (1) love children, (2) 

open-minded, (3) adaptable, (4) appreciate and be realistic, (5) use various 

teaching techniques, (6) patient, (7) humorous. Those characteristics will help the 

teacher to make students interested in learning English. In teaching and learning 

activities, young learners can hold their attention about 10 to 15 minutes long 

(Shin, 2009). That is, the teacher should engage the learners in different activities. 

This means the teacher should use various teaching techniques to attract students’ 

attention. It can be games, songs, storytelling, portfolio, comic strips, puzzles, 

creating resources, etc. 

       Moreover, Slattery and Willis (2003) stated that there are some tips to help 

young learners learn a new language. The teacher needs to (1) use English in class 

as the main language but the teacher can use the mother tongue for support the 

new activities, (2) help young learners understand, the teacher can use gestures, 

pictures and actions, (3) translate in English what young learners talk in mother 

tongue, (4) talk a lot in English and answer young learners question in English. 

Those tips can make young learners feel secure, joyful, and comfortable in 

learning. Besides, it will make young learners get the maximum out of the 

language lesson.  
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2.3 Strategies of Teaching English to Young Learner 

       In teaching English at elementary school, there are five pillars for effective 

teaching of English to young learners. The teacher needs to know: (1) who 

children are, (2) how the children learn, (3) how the children learn language, (3) 

how Indonesian children learn English as a foreign language, and (5) how teachers 

can facilitate children learning English as a foreign language (Musthafa, 2010). 

Also, teachers have to know some methods and strategies in order to make the 

class successful. According to Scott and Ytreberg (1990), there are several 

teaching strategies for young learner: 

1. Words are not enough 

Teachers should use more activities like movement and senses because words 

are not enough for young learners. Also, teachers can put objects and pictures 

around them. It will help learners to do what teachers mean. 

2. Play with the language 

Some activities allow learners talk to themselves such as, make up rhymes, 

sing songs and tell stories. Play with the language means that the teachers 

allow the learners talk nonsense like ‘let’s go – pets go’, ‘blue eyes – blue 

pies.’ This is a natural stage where the first language development of foreign 

language happens. 

3. Language as a language 

Learners will become aware of language as something separate from the 

events taking place takes time. The spoken word is often use body language 

to show the meaning but when learners start to read and write, the language 
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becomes something permanent. The clues to meaning are fewer in reading 

and writing. It will take time and patience to learn. 

4. Variety in the classroom 

Young learners’ concentration and attention spans are short. Then, the 

teachers should make the variety of activity, variety of pace, variety of 

organization, variety of voice. 

5. Routines 

Teachers need to organize the activity of the learners in the classroom. For 

example, creating routines like repeat rhymes or stories, and using familiar 

situation and activities give benefit for them.  

6. Cooperation not competition 

Teachers should avoid rewards and prizes because language learning is a 

situation where all learners can win. Sometimes, teachers need to make room 

or group for learners to share experiences. They will like to have other 

children around them. 

7. Grammar 

As young learner teachers, the best time to present some sort of simple 

grammar is when your learners ask for an explanation. Also, if you think that 

learning some grammar will give them some benefit. For example, ‘Did she . 

. . ?’ and ‘does she . . . ?’ may learners ask the difference between ‘did’ and 

‘does’. After that, teachers use the chance to explain the difference in simple 

terms. 
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8. Assessment 

Teachers should make regular notes about each learner’s progress by using 

assessment. They also can present the learners’ progress to their parents like 

how learners learn and what learners’ interest. 

      Those are several strategies to teach English for young learners to reach 

teaching goals effectively. Besides, those strategies have the advantages to make 

the class fun and interesting. In addition, learners will enjoy in learning the 

foreign language. 

2.4 Song as a Media in Teaching English to Young Learner 

      Teaching English for young learners needs an interesting media to keep the 

learners focus on the teacher. Media is one of the factors that give benefit in 

teaching and learning activities. There are many media that can be used by the 

teacher like audio media. Munadi (2013) said that audio media is suitable media 

to teach music and language, especially to practice listening skill. The examples 

of audio media are spoken language, words, music, vocalization, murmured, 

music, etc. In the classroom, the teachers usually use audio tape recorder, radio, 

and CD player.  

       In teaching English to young learners, there are numerous media that can be 

used, and music is one of them. Now, music and song will be an effective tool for 

teacher to use for their learners in the classroom. According to Mora (as cited in 

Sigurðardóttir, 2011), language learning and music have a connection so they 

relate to each other because music and speech connect through sounds and are 

used to convey a message, although language is precise and music mostly 
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emotional. One phenomena show that music connects people through melodies 

and lyrics since it is a language who everyone can understand. Besides, music can 

explain how a person feeling, be a motivation, control their mood, etc. For many 

years, music has been used to enrich the young learner power in learning. 

Moreover, it can be used to enrich the young learners’ interest. 

       When young learners learn English, using music could be a general activity 

because it has so many qualities that will engage and motivate them to learning 

language (Sigurðardóttir, 2011). Experiences in music such as singing songs will 

support young learners to lead them into new experience. It also can support their 

framework and cognitive skills which young learners are developing. That method 

will allow teacher creativity to teach young learner better than use conventional 

method like the use of workbooks. 

       There are authentic and infromal language that is natural to ear in music. 

Songs give precious material that improves learners’ abilities in speaking, writing, 

reading, and listening (Saricoban, et. al.: 2010, in Sigurðardóttir, 2011). Young 

learners usually accept all various of music and song especially if the teacher 

gives the body movement in their performance. The teachers can be used song to 

teach a variety of language skills. For example, sentence patterns, vocabulary, 

pronunciation, rhythm, and parts of speech. Song can also improve listening skill 

and oral language skill, improve attention and memory, and enhance abstract 

thinking (Hill-Clarke and Robinson: 2003, in Paquette and Rieg: 2008). This 

presents that music is one of the positive method to use for teaching a foreign 

language.  
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2.5 Teaching English to Young Learner by using Song 

       English teachers for young learners need to consider about learners’ interest 

because learners have different multiple intelligence. Musical intelligence is an 

ability to notice and make pitch and rhythmic tone (Brown, 2014). There are eight 

multiple intelligence that includes mathematic, linguistic and musical intelligence. 

Not everyone is strong in musical intelligence but they have at least some musical 

intelligence.  

       One of young learners’ interest is music. Although not always strong, music 

can encourage their motivation in learning. Young learner of all ages enjoy 

listening to song and singing. For young learners, music is an essential part in 

teaching and learning. Teaching English by using song help them to learn the 

important skills, such as reading, writing, listening, and speaking are developed.  

       According to Bayless (1982), there are some musics that can be used to teach 

English for young learners: 

1. Mathematic songs 

Every young learners enjoy to learn numbers and counting. The teacher can 

teach them such as, “One, Two, Buckle My Shoe”, “Ten in a Bed”, “This 

little pig went to market”, “One elephant”. 

2. Science 

Teaching young learners involves science can be more active for learners. 

The material consider to animal songs, seasons, the body, food, plants, color, 
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etc. Teacher can use songs such as, “Color Game”, “Mamma kangoro”, “Itsy 

Bitsy Sppider”, etc. 

3. Social Studies 

Young learners also need experience which is important in their society and 

environment. The teacher can give them songs such as, “If you’re happy”, 

“Good morning”, “The Whisper Song”, etc. 

4. Language arts 

The language and music are intertwind. Music is an effective way to teach 

language since connect with words and phrases. For example, “The Alphabet 

Song”, “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”, “Shoo, Fly”, etc. 

       Harmer (2007) said, “music is a powerful stimulus for student engagement 

precisely because it speaks directly to our emotions while still allowing us to use 

our brains to analyse it and its effects if we so wish.” The sound of music also can 

change classroom atmosphere or prepare students for a new activity. It helps the 

teachers to connect with their students and create a comfortable atmosphere. 

There are numeorus to be found online or CD that teachers can use for teaching. 

Therefore, teaching English language through song tend to entertain and relax the 

learners thus their stress may be reduced (Jedynak: 2000, in Sigurðardóttir: 2011). 

2.6   Students’ Attention 

Attention is a focusing on certain stimuli from the psychological process to 

the exception of others (Brown, 2007). According to APA Dictionary of 

Psychology (2007), a state of readiness to respond stimuli where the senses are 
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focused selectively on aspects of the environment and the central nervous system. 

Thus, students’ attention is a state where learners focus on their learning process 

because they get some stimulus.  

In learning, the students also have attention span where they have a time to 

concentrate on one lesson. For young learners, they can keep their attention about 

10 to 15 minutes long (Shin, 2009). Students’ attention can be captured by giving 

students stimulus such as action, repetition, and innovation (APA Dictionary of 

Psychology, 2007). In the classroom, singing a song becomes a stimulus to attract 

students’ attention because action and many repetitions are included.  

Singing a song can keep students attention, since they are excited and 

motivated in learning. For the teacher, this strategy can create an atmosphere more 

comfortable in the classroom. Besides, the teacher can attracts students’ attention 

by asking students to sing together, write the lyrics, practice new sounds, words, 

and phrases. Therefore, getting students’ attention is important for the teacher. It 

will help the learners more concentrate on lesson. 
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