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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

       This chapter contains of six topics. They are research background, research 

problems, research objectives, scope and limitation, research significance, 

definition of key terms. 

1.1  Research Background 

       Teaching English for young learners must consider their particular emotional, 

social, behaviour, interest and needs because young learner are not little adult. 

According to Santrock (2009), very young learners are the students who come 

from the end of infancy about five old. He also said that young learners are those 

who come from six to eleven years of age.  

       As a teacher, we have to learn about learners level to know what kind of 

stategies, materials, and media which are appropiate to teach them. This means 

that the strategies, materials, and media should match to the cognitive, physical 

and social development of learners. Development refers to biological, cognitive, 

and socioemotional changes that happens through the lifetime (Santrock, 2009).   

Parson, Hinson, and Brown (2001) said that cognitive development is an ability to 

process information and create meaning from learners experience. Santrock 

(2009) said that cognitive development such as changes in the learner’s thinking, 

intelligence, and language. While changes in language development, it refers to 

the learners have an ability to form and use the language. Language is important 
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to cognitive development. It helps learners to present and think through their 

mental process and language allow them to exchange their ideas in social content. 

       English teachers should know the way how to develop learners’ cognitive 

skill and linguistic skill through learners’ multiple intelligences. It can be an 

approach to help them in their learning process. Intelligence is an ability to apply 

their prior knowldge and experience to encounter their new task (Ormrod, 2008). 

There are eight multiple intelligence according to Gardner’s Theory, namely, 

linguistic, logical mathematical, musical, spatial, bodily-kinesthetic, naturalist, 

interpersonal, and intrapersonal intelligence (Brown, 2007). 

       Every learner has a combination of intelligences that will help them to 

acquire knowledge. Musical intelligence is one of the intelligence which young 

learners can appreciate although not all learners have strongest musical 

intelligence. One of the activities which relate to musical intelligence is singing 

songs. According to Sylvan Payne (as cited in Harmer, 2007) said, “the ideal song 

... repeats key phrases; attracts students’ attention; and teaches some natural, 

interesting language without offending anyone.” 

        In previous study, Farmand and Pourghraib (2013) found that there was 

improvement of students who were taught English pronunciation through English 

song than they was taught using conventional technique. From the two groups, the 

measurement showed that the increasing line of the vocabulary achievement of the 

experimental group was higher than the control group. Moreover, this technique 

also increased students’ motivation and some of the participants also became more 

confidence about speaking English. For elementary school, English young 
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learners have low attention since they have short attention in learning. That is why 

the teacher needs to use song as a stimulus and strategy to teach English in the 

classroom to get students’ attention. Playing song can be an interesting activity for 

young learners because they learn by using interesting language. It will improve 

their attention than using conventional techniques such as only using workbooks 

in teaching and learning activities. 

        Based on the explanation above, using songs is the good media for the 

teaching and learning process. This way can develop cognitive, linguistic and 

multiple intelligence which are closely intertwined. Accordingly, the researcher 

would like to observe how song apply in the teaching and learning process. 

Therefore, the researcher would like to conduct a research with title “Using Song 

to Attract Students’ Attention in Teaching English at the Fourth Grade of SD 

Negeri Jarit 1 Lumajang”. The researcher chooses SD Negeri Jarit 1 because the 

school is one of the pilot schools at Candipuro, Lumajang regency. Thus, the 

researcher hopes that the participants can provide the information to conduct this 

research. 

1.2  Research Problems 

The study aims to answer the following question: 

1. How does the teacher apply the song in teaching English at the Fourth 

Grade of SD Negeri Jarit 1 Lumajang? 

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of teaching English by using 

songs at the Fourth Grade of SD Negeri Jarit 1 Lumajang? 
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1.3  Research Objective 

The study aims to: 

1. To describe how the teacher apllies the song in teaching English at the  

Fourth Grade of SD Negeri Jarit 1 Lumajang. 

2. To know the advantages and disadvantages of teaching English by using 

songs at the Fourth Grade of SD Negeri Jarit 1 Lumajang. 

1.4  Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study focuses on the English songs used by the teacher. In 

addition, the subject of this study will be limited on the English teacher and the 

fourth grade students of SD Negeri Jarit 1 Lumajang. 

1.5  Research Significance 

The result of this study are expected to contribute to English Departement 

and other researchers. For English teachers, it will become the alternative way to 

attract learners’ attention in teaching English for young learners. Hopefully, 

learners can learn English songs which is provide by their teachers. Furthemore, it 

is hoped to give positive effects to increase learners’ attention in learning English. 

Then, the finding of this research can be used by other researcher as the data or 

comparision to conduct the future research. 

1.6  Definition of Key Terms  

To avoid the misunderstanding in this reseacrh, there are several key terms 

that the researcher feels necessary to explain them. The key terms are as follow: 

Young learners are students between seventh until twelve years old (Slattery & 

Willis, 2003). 
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Song and poems that are made up of trivial musical are included in nursery 

rhyme (Dunst, Hamby, & Star, 2011). 

Teaching is where the teachers become the guide, fasilitator, allow the learners to 

learn and they setting the conditions for learning (Brown, 2007). 

Attention is a focusing on certain stimuli from the psychological process to the 

exception of others (Brown, 2007). 


