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CHAPTER I1

INTRODUCTION1

The chapter1 provides some topicss such as: research background, research

problems, research objectives, research significance, scope and limitation, and

definition of key terms1. Every section will be presented neatly as follows:

1.1 Research Background

In Indonesia, teaching English has implemented in every school from

kindergarten up to college. Teaching English considered a challenging job, especially

for teachers of young learners. This occurs because students have differences of

language variation background. For instance, in East Java, students used to

communicate using their first languages namely (Javanese and Madura language),

and the second language (Bahasa Indonesia). Moreover, as a foreign language means

English is not commonly spoken in their community and it is merely taught in school.

Therefore, since the students are not familiar and English is not native language, the

teachers of elementary school initiate to use code switching as the strategy to help

them absorb the teachers’ explanation.

According to Wardhaugh (2006), code switching is the process in which

people decide to change over their language to another one in a conversation.

Furthermore, Sumarsih, et al., (2014) state that code switching was done to make the

conversation more acceptable to the listener or the speaker. In addition, Moghadam,

et al., (2012) affirm that code switching is one of the most language variations

commonly used in teaching language. Cook (2001b, as cited in Obaidullah, 2016)
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explains that, in a bilingual situation, code switching considered as natural response,

especially in teaching and learning. Applying code switching will help teachers

handle classes more easily and meaningfully to the learners (Memonian and Samar,

2011, cited in Andayani, 2016). Moreover, to ease the learning process, the use of

code switching aims to enable students to understand difficult and unfamiliar

vocabularies in text. Teachers sometimes switch code or language when the English

level used in the textbook or taught is beyond the learners’ ability (Obaidullah, 2016).

Nowadays, code switching has applied in teaching and learning foreign

language classroom, as the strategy to teach English, especially for young learners.

Regarding this study, the researcher intends to analyze code switching used by an

English teacher of young learners. Pinter (2006) states that children may start learning

English from five to 14 years old of age. Moreover, Cahyono and Mukminatien

(2011) define young learners refer to children from six or seven years old to eleven or

twelve years old. Teaching English to young learners are different from that to adult

learners.

According to Paradis (2004) and Johnstone (2009) in Damar et al., (2013),

young learners have some advantages in learning languages rather than the older ones

who start later: firstly, young learners are able to acquire the sounds and rhythms of

the target language easily than older learners. Undeniable, they can pronounce the

words appropriately. Secondly, young learners tend to have less anxiety than older

learners, they have more confidence to do all that they want. Other than that, young

learners have enough time to learn the target language longer.
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Moreover, based on Irene’s (2013) research, at an early age, young

learners’ brains are more easily to adapt before they reach puberty, and the

acquisition of language could be possible happen without self-awareness.

Therefore, in order to acquire as much as possible from the foreign

language, children should start learning at a young age. Regarding this, the role of

teacher is important to transfer the knowledge, especially for young learners. Thus, it

is necessary for English teachers to communicate effectively.

However, besides using code switching, people also apply code mixing in

their utterance. Code mixing is a part of code switching basically, the differences

between both of them are; code mixing only happens in the form of word or phrase

from another language without any specific purpose, while code-switching can occur

in the form of clause even sentence and has certain purpose when doing that.

Additionally, code switching has more systematic grammatical rule than code mixing.

Therefore, the researcher intends to investigate on the use of code switching,

especially in English language classroom.

Some researchers had analyzed code switching, one of them was

Sintianingtyas (2017), she had analyzed about the use of code switching applied by

the English1 teacher of the eleventh grade students at Islamic Senior High School,

Sukoharjo. From her research, she investigated the functions and types of code

switching. The result showed that it found 3 types1 of code1 switching1 employed by

an English teacher, they are; intra-sentential code switching, inter-sentential, and tag

switching.
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However, Sintianingtyas study was different from this present research in

terms of research subject. Sintianingtyas focused on 11st grade students, while the

researcher focuses in 5th grade students. Moreover, in her study, Sintianingtyas also

concerned about interprating the functions of code switching applied by the teacher.

Meanwhile, this study concerns in analyzing teacher’s reasons in using code

switching.

In relations to the use of code switching, the researcher has collected the

preliminary data at SDN Kauman 1 Malang. This school is one of the elementary

schools that had become RSBI since 2005 until 2012. The English subject served as

compulsory extracurricular applied from 1st – 6th grades. Moreover, in English

learning process the teachers applied both languages in English and Bahasa

Indonesia. Therefore, the researcher is interested in investigating code1 switching

applied by1 the English1 teacher1 of1 the1 5th grade students at SDN Kauman 1

Malang.

1.2 Research Problems

Based on the above research background, the researcher formulates the

research problems as follows:

1. What kinds of code switching are used1 by1 the English teacher1 of1 5th grade1

students1 at SDN Kauman 1 Malang?

2. Why does the English teacher use code switching?
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1.3 Research Objectives

Related to the above research1 problems1, the objectives of this research1

are:

1. To investigate the types1 of1 code1 switching1 used1 by1 the English1

teacher1 of1 5th grade students at SDN Kauman 1 Malang.

2. To find out the teacher’s reasons of employing code switching.

1.4 Research Significance

This present research is expected can give positive benefit to two points of

view both theoretically and practically. Theoretically, this research will provide

additional information for further researcher who will conduct the same research in

Sociolinguistics field. Practically, this1 research is expected to contribute to the

English teachers about the way how to teach English particularly the languages used

in teaching.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

This present research has scope in teaching English for 5th grade students at

SDN Kauman 1 Malang. Furthermore, the researcher only limits to the use of code

switching applied by the English teacher of the 5th grade students at SDN Kauman 1

Malang.

1.6 Definition of Key Terms

To avoid some misconception about the basic concepts throughout the

research, it is necessary for the researcher to provide definition as follows:
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- Code switching is the process when people are commonly required to choose a

certain language at whatever point they talk, and they might be determine to

change starting with one language to another one even within sometimes very

short expression (Wardhaugh, 2006).

- Teaching English defined as giving instruction, informing as a master, delivering

learning materials (English), or giving intelligence about English to the learners

(Walker 1828, as cited in Lesiak, 2016).

- English for young learners refers to English learning for children from the primary

year of formal schooling starting from six as well as seven years of age to eleven

or twelve years of age (Cahyono & Mukminatien, 2011).


