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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher discusses about research background, 

research problem, research objectives, research significance, scope and limitation, 

and definition of the key term. The researcher gives the definition also the 

supporting theory(s) of the variables. Each section are shown and explained as 

below: 

1.1. Research Background 

 In this digital and globalization era, most of the world population are 

bilingual or multilingual than monolingual. In addition to facilitating the 

intercultural communication, this trend automatically related with language skill. 

This study is narrowed to bilingualism and the relation between student’s English 

proficiency, especially for the second grade of elementary school student, because 

bilingualism has been linked to English proficiency. There were numerous studies 

said that bilingualism had detrimental also profitable effect on cognitive and  

mental development. Based on research conducted by Takala (2016), children 

cannot be forced to become bilingual, it was also found that the children got 

frustration when learning some other languages. In other words, the students are 

possible to get pressure if they do not want or being forced to learn another 

languages. Based on research conducted by Bialystok (2008), bilinguals were also 

thought to have smaller control vocabularies than Monolingual classmates in each 

language. The simply mean, because the bilingual students have to divide their 
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thought in two focuses which is the two languages, for example English-Indonesia 

and vise versa. However, the study has also implied the opposites from the 

previous research, that bilinguals often perform better than monolingual children, 

as demonstrated by their scores on both verbal and non-verbal intelligence tests 

according to Marian and Shook (2012). This becomes the positive side, which 

bilinguals are able to handle task well than monolingual. Bhattacharjee (2012) 

also published a study which claimed that bilingualism not only had 

disadvantages but also advantages. He said that bilingual children are smarter than 

monolingual. He believed that the bilingual children practicing the two languages 

had optimized their mental flexibility and prompting to perform well on cognitive 

tests. 

 Bilingualism also affects someone language skill, because the users are 

able to speak two languages at the same time or mixing the two languages. Based 

on this, the researcher wants to explore the relation between bilingualism and 

English proficiency, whether both give positive relation or not. According to the 

previous study about the related topic conducted by Marian and Shook (2012), 

bilinguals have a side in inhibitory control; able to categorize objects by two 

different colors then categorizing them with the correct shape rapidly. Bilinguals 

are better on handling conflict management task, for example, there is a printed 

word “red” but the color is “blue” it is a tricky task, but bilinguals’ cognitive 

system are able to manage  and to stay focus on the relevant aspect which is “blue” 

as the relevant color. That is meant through bilingualism people able to 
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comprehend vocabularies a lot than monolingual and also good in cognitive 

management. 

According to some statements above, which claimed that children have 

more potential to get the positive benefits of bilingualism while other side claimed 

that monolingual and bilingual does not have differences. In this study, seven-

eight year children or second grade students are chosen as the samples. According 

to Barrington (2015), at this age, the children are actively using the language, the 

productive behavior factors are works, that are: productivity, activity, spirit, and 

diligence of study starts to grow in this age and also more give focus on the social 

context, means that the children also begin to interact with the people in their 

environment.  

 Based on some studies above, the writer is interested in finding the 

bilingual program’s effect of the English proficiency for the second grade of 

elementary school student. That is the reason why the writer tries to investigate 

the supporting evidence also to explore the advantages of bilingualism for the 

second grade in the elementary school. The researcher did surveys to the 

elementary schools in Malang that implemented bilingual program by online and 

also directly coming to the school to get the information about the bilingual 

Program. Brawijaya Smart School, Malang is suitable with the purpose of this 

study: to see the effect of Bilingual program by comparing the Bilingual and 

monolingual student. 
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1.2. Research Problem 

1. Does bilingual program give significant effect on the second 

graders’ English proficiency at Brawijaya Smart School? 

1.3. Research Objectives 

1. To observe whether Bilingual  program give significant effect on 

the second graders’ English proficiency. 

 

1.4. Research Significance  

 The finding of the study is expected to give information about the 

significance effects of bilingualism in a second grade of elementary school 

student. First, this contribution hopefully will be useful for parents as their 

parental education for their children in order to develop the children’s language 

skill growth. Second, this result is prospective to give benefit for the teacher at 

school, to implement a bilingual classroom with aim to increase more the 

student’s language ability. Third, this finding give valuable impact for the 

children to explore their skill more, while using and utilizing more than one 

language for their communication. 

1.5. Scope and Limitations 

 This study tries to discover the bilingual program’s effect of Students’ 

English proficiency. The limitation of this research are one class of bilingual and 

monolingual class at the second grade of Brawijaya Smart School (BSS), Malang. 
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BSS has implemented Curriculum 2013 for all grades, but English subject as an 

independent subject. According to Sepyanda (2017) English subject in elementary 

school is including as Muatan Lokal or as an extracurricular in Curriculum 2013. 

The student in BSS taught English subject as an extracurricular subject for any 

reason; considering English as most widely communication language used in the 

world. 

 

1.6. Definition of The Key Terms 

 To uniformed interpretation and understanding on this research, the 

several terms are defined as follows: 

1. Bilingual is habit of using two languages at the same time. 

Bilingual children could be interpreted as the children who are able 

to speak and fluent in two languages. Bilingualism is an ability to 

use two languages (Franson, 2011). Then, in this study, bilingual is 

defined as bilingual program and children habit. Bilingual program 

that implemented at the school, which is Brawijaya Smart School 

Malang, and the students’ habitual using more than one language, 

which are English and Bahasa Indonesia as their daily and learning 

instruction language use. 

2. Monolingual student is someone who speaks only one language, or 

something that is available in only one language, and only use 

English if it is a must, when they are at English class. In other 
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mean monolingual children that only understanding or having the 

knowledge to speak or write in only one language. 

3. English Proficiency, in this research is defined as the student

language ability that recorded in the form of student achievement

report.

4. Effect is a result that caused by something with a purpose. In this

study, the significant effect defined as the ability in English

language proficiency.

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/understanding
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/knowledge
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/speak_1



