
14 
 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This chapter discusses the research method that is used in this research. 

They include research design, research object, data collection, and data analysis. 

3.1  Research Design 

Research design includes all process that is needed in planning and 

conducting a research (Nazir, 2011). By other means, research design is overall 

the researcher’s plan in conducting the research. Cresswell (2014) explained that 

there are three research approaches that are usually used by researcher. They are 

quantitative, qualitative and mixed approach.  

According to Cresswell (2014), qualitative research is an approach for 

exploring and understanding the meaning individuals or groups ascribe to a social 

or human problem. Meanwhile, quantitative approach deals with data which 

consist of numbers (numeric data), this approach uses numeric data here as an 

impartial measurement and statical anaylsis in describing the phenomenon. Mixed 

approach, in addition, involves an investigation about a certain problem or 

phenomenon and both of qualitative data & quantitative are used to answer the 

research questions or achieve the research goal. This research focused on 

investigating the type of grammatical errors in public speaking made by English 

Learners at Alifia Camp English Village Pare and the sources of error that cause 

their grammatical error which can be labeled as human or social problem. 

Therefore, the researcher determined the design of this research as qualitative 

research.  
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It is also considered as descriptive qualitative research. Nassaji (2015) 

explains that descriptive study concerned on what rather than why or how 

something has occured. Furthermore, Ary (2010) explains descriptive research as 

a research that asks questions about the incidence, distribution of variables or the 

nature. He also adds that this research is conducted to solve questions like, “what 

is” or “what does”. Ary (2010) also explains that qualitative research rely on text 

and image data, that means the data used in qualitative research are  in form of 

words or pictures rather than numeric data. The data can be in form of electronic 

communication such as audiotapes, video tapes, recorded activities; it also could 

be from certain documents, field notes, or transcripted interviews. The data in this 

research are grammatical error from the speakers’ public speaking performance 

that has been transcripted into document, which by means are in form of words or 

phrases. All in all, this research is considered as descriptive qualitative research. 

3.2 Research Object 

In conducting a research, research object is required. The object of this 

study is the speaker’s grammatical error in public speaking made by English 

Learners at Alifia Camp English Village Pare. In this study, the researcher 

selected the research samples based on the gender or sex. There were six English 

learners at Alifia Camp involved in this research as the source of data including 3 

male and 3 female students. They are the ones that perform public speaking in 

front of the audiences.  
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3.3 Research Instrument  

Ary (2010) explains that research instrument is defined as data-gathering 

tools that are used by the researchers for their investigation. He also says that 

qualitative researchers have several data-gathering tools which are commonly 

used for collecting the data. They are interview, observation, and document 

analysis. Ary (2010) states that interview is used the most in qualitative research. 

He also explains the purpose of doing interview is to gather data regarding 

people’s beliefs, opinions, and feelings about situations in their own words. 

Meanwhile, observation counts on words or narrative to describe the interactions, 

the setting, and the behaviors and has a goal which to understand the complex 

interactions in natural setting. Lastly, document appoints to wide range of visual, 

written and physical materials.  

In this study, the researcher used document analysis and observation as the 

research instruments. Document analysis is used to gain understanding about the 

phenomenon regarding their study. In addition, document in qualitative are 

classified into public records, personal document, physical materials, and non-

written records. Therefore, the likes of newspaper, minutes of meetings, reports, 

letters, novels, journals, films, audiotapes, videotapes, or photographs can be 

considered as document that could be used by the researchers to gain the data. 

Ary (2010) proposed in his book that there are two kinds of observation 

namely: participation observation and non-participant observation. Here, the 

researcher used non-participant observation. Ary (2010) said that non participant  

observation is a researcher method in which  the observer does not participate in 

the group or situation being studied about. The researcher is in the setting or 
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research place only as an observer. That means the researcher is not involved 

actively in the observation. The researcher used non-participant observation 

because the researcher does not participate as a speaker  in the public speaking 

class at Alifia Camp English Village Pare. 

The datas of this study were video recordings of student’ perfomance in 

public speaking. The researcher turned the video recordings into transcripts to 

make it easier for the researcher to analyze the errors further. Therefore, the 

researcher selected document analysis as the research instrument since it analyzed 

a written material from transcripted viderecordings of English learner’s 

performance in public speaking. 

 

3.4 Data Collection 

Cresswell (2014) explains data collection has steps that need to be 

performed by the researcher include setting the boundaries for the study, 

collecting through unstructured or semi structured observations and interviews, 

documents and visual materials, as well as establishing the protocol for recording 

the data. In this section, there are several steps that need to be followed by the 

researcher in order to collect the data:  

1. Asking for permission to the tutor at Alifia Camp to participate in their 

studying place;  

2. Recording the student’s public speaking’s performance from the beginning 

until the end of their performance; 

3. Turning the video recordings of public speaking performance into transcripts; 



18 

4. Identifying sentences or phrases made by the performer containing

grammatical errors;

5. Collecting the sentences or phrases containing grammatical errors.

3.5 Data Analysis 

The focus of this research is to find out the types of grammatical error in 

public speaking made by English learners at Alifia Camp English Village Pare. It 

also focused on sources of errors that influence their grammatical error making. 

After the data have been gathered, the data gained from the data source were 

analyzed in the following steps: 

1. Classifying type of errors as proposed by Ellis (1997) in her book namely as

misformation error, misodering error, omission error and overgeneralization.

The table below is used to answer research question number 1 “What are types

of grammatical errors made by English learners in public speaking at Alifia

Camp English Village Pare?”

No Type of Error Speaker's Error 

1 

2 

2. Analyzing the sources of errors that influences their grammatical error which

consists of interlingual transfer, intralingual transfer, and context of learning

and describing the influencing sources.

3. Validating the data by asking one of lecturer at English Language Education

Department.

4. Drawing the conclusion based on the analysis.


