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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents such topics as: research background, statement of 

problem, purpose of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms.  

1.1 Research Background 

In Indonesia, English is taught to students since elementary school. At 

school, the students learn four major skills of English; writing, reading, listening, 

and speaking. From these major skills, speaking is the most important skill 

because it is the most commonly used in communication exchange.  

There are many activities which are done by students in speaking class at 

school or university such as debate, dialogue, presentation, & public speaking. 

From those activities, public speaking is a bit different and students find it as hard 

thing to do since it requires few things in order to perform such as good self 

confidence, good grammar, good preparation, etc. According to Kearney (1999), 

“Public speaking is a special kind of communication event and is generally more 

formal, planned and organized than most communication exchange.” Public 

speaking is so different from other speaking activities. Public speaking is a 

condition when a speaker speak in front of group of people and has a purpose 

which is to deliver information or give a speech. Before that, the students have to 

plan and organize their speech well so that their audience later can catch the 

information they deliver. 

Students and even adults  think that public speaking is such a hard thing to 

do. On the other hand, public speaking is really important that needs to be 

mastered. Although public speaking is still hard to do for some people, there is a 
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great benefit that we can take out of it. Having a good communicative skill will 

help students throughout their study at school and even college. It provides 

confidence and knowledge about it, because later when the students enter the real 

world, looking for job with having the ability to speak well in public will make it 

easier for them. Most of English learners are not always fluent when speaking. 

Struggles and difficulty often faced by them in the process of gaining knowledge 

of their target language. When speaking English, the students also do something 

wrong or make a mistake. This mistake is usually called error. 

According to Ellis (1997), error is gap in learner’s knowledge; because the 

learners do not know  what the correct knowledge is , yet. Sometimes, the student 

makes error, but they still ignore it. In addition, they have misunderstanding in 

using some structures in constructing the sentence. A method to analyze the error 

is called error analysis. Error analysis is used to identify the error made by the 

language learner. Brown (2000:18) stated that in learning language especially 

speaking skill, error occured often to the learner. He also says that these errors can 

be observed, analyzed, and classified. These errors can be used by other 

researchers to gain information  regarding learner error which can be helpful for 

the the students and also for teacher. From that statement, the researcher can 

conclude that the error is not a mistake that cannot be explained. The error can be 

observed, analyzed, and classified to know the errors made by the learner.  

Moreover, error analysis will also helps the students to identify what errors 

they made, because the students cannot apply their language acquisition directly 

without making error firstly. They cannot achieve the target language perfectly 

when the errors appear, so it will be helpful for the students if they can evaluate 
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their own language compentence by knowing their previous errors. However, the 

errors are always going to appear in learning process of gaining the knowledge, so 

it is important that they can improve their acquisition of the target language and 

learn it comprehensively to achieve the good communication by analyzing their 

own errors. 

According to previous study conducted by Hervina (2014). The thesis she 

has made entitled “Grammatical Errors in Speaking Made by the Third Year 

English Department Students at STKIP Abdi Pendidikan Abdi Payakumbuh”. The 

method used in her study is qualitative research. Her research focuses in finding 

out about the types of grammatical errors, sources that influence their grammatical 

errors and  percentange of the grammatical errors. Based on the result of her 

study, it shows that the students have not mastered about the use of verb groups. 

Similar research must have been done repeteadly before, the researcher 

wanted to do similar research but with different focus and object. In this research, 

the researcher was going to find out about types of grammatical errors and 

influencing sources of errors at the students’ public speaking. Knowing the fact 

that error can be studied further, the researcher  is interested in conducting a 

research entitled “An Analysis of Grammatical Errors in Public Speaking made by 

English learners at Alifia Camp English Village Pare”.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem  

Based on research background above, the researcher determines the problem 

in this study as below: 
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1. What are types of grammatical errors made by English learners in public 

speaking at Alifia Camp English Village Pare?  

2. What are sources of errors that influence their grammatical error? 

 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

1. To find out the type of grammatical errors in public speaking made by 

English learners at Alifia Camp “Kampung Inggris” Pare. 

2. To know the sources of errors that influence them in making the 

grammatical error. 

 

1.3 Significance of the Study 

For English learners at Alifia Camp, the result of this study hopefully can 

improve their public speaking skill. It can make the students be more careful in 

constructing the sentence without forgetting the grammatical feature in speaking. 

If the sentences that we speak are well constructed, it will be easier for the others 

or audiences to understand the information. 

The result of this study will be helpful for other researchers who are 

interested to conduct a research about similar topic. The result can be used as 

reference for the other researcher to solve the same problem and gain to the next 

research, especially in public speaking skill. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

Because of the limited time, this study focuses  in  analyzing the 

grammatical errors in public speaking made by English learners at Alifia Camp. 
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The researcher focuses on the speaker’s utterances at public speaking that contain 

language errors. The informants for data collection of this study are English 

learners at Alifia Camp, they are the english learners who will perform as speaker 

in their English camp that provide public speaking session. 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

Some terms are defined in order to avoid misunderstanding as follows: 

1. Error Analysis is a study of learner’s errors by revealing errors made

by the second language learner. (Brown, 2000)

2. Public Speaking is a situation when you speak in front of group of

people, has a purpose of delivering information to group of people or

audiences and  usually done in formal situation. (Kearney, 1999)

3. Grammatical Error has several characteristics; omission, misformation,

misordering and overgeneralization. (Ellis, 1997)


