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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This research discusses about the effect of direct reading thinking activity 

on reading comprehension. In order to introduce this research, the researcher 

presents Chapter 1. This chapter consists of several points, which are background 

of the study, research of the problem, purpose of the study, research hypothesis, 

and significance of the study, scope and limitation and definition of key terms.  

1.1 Research Background 

Reading is one of the language skills in learning English that should be 

mastered by students. According to Neufeld (2005), reading is an essential 

language skill for student in order to take them in mastering all language skills 

because it is very beneficial for student to gain information in education sources. 

That is why reading becomes a process to understand the information. Celce& 

Murcia (2001, as cited in &Sudarmawan, 2013) state that reading is probably the 

most important skill for second language learners in academic context. However, 

it is very necessary for students to be mastered. Students will not be able to 

increase other language abilities without reading skill. Therefore, it can help the 

student to deepen their knowledge. 

Generally, process of reading becomes a proof for students to get the 

information as well as comprehend the text. William (1984:2) defines reading as 

a process whereby one looks at and understands what has been written. The 

readers need to use their skill to get information and understand what has been 

written in a text. It is a compound skill required the coordination of a number of 
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interrelated sources of information. In the other hand, reading is an activity has a 

goal to get information from a written text. That is why students have to 

comprehend what they read in order to understand the information of the text. 

Comprehension is the central purpose of reading. Comprehension is basic 

defined as the skill to understand specific information. Students have to 

comprehend the text that they read in order to know the meaning of the text. 

Students could not get the information and the message of the text without 

comprehending the text properly. Grabe and Stoller (2013:11) state that reading 

comprehension as the ability to understand and interpret the meaning of a text. 

Indeed, reading comprehension is a way of formulating and understanding 

meaning, information or a message from the text. In other words, that reading 

comprehension is a process constructing and understanding meaning, information 

or a message from a specific type of text.  

English teacher must have several strategies to teach the students to 

achieve the aim of learning reading ability. Those are the basic and fundamental 

reason for (Bongratz, et al., 2002; Cramer, Fate and Lueders, 2001; 1998). One 

of the principles who can support the students to improve their reading 

comprehension, the researcher is trying to use a broad variety of strategies in 

teaching reading. Conventional reading instructions as like asking the students to 

read a certain text, try to find the meaning of the text, and answering the question 

given by the teacher in language teaching. Instead of using traditional strategies, 

the researcher is trying to use the creative teaching strategies in teaching reading. 

One of the exiting learning strategies that have been developed was Direct 

Reading Thinking Activity (DRTA) 
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The Direct Reading Thinking Activity (DRTA) is a strategy that 

encourages students to make predictions when they are reading. After reading a 

text, students stop, confirm or revise previous prediction, and make new 

predictions on what they will read. The DRTA is a group of inquiry reading 

approach to guide reader’s through a text during the first time they read it in a 

classroom (Stauffer, 1969). Tankersley (2005) states that the DRTA extends 

reading to higher order thought processes and provides lecturers with a great deal 

about each student’s ideas, thought processes, prior knowledge thinking skill. 

Indeed, DRTA strategy has a function to increase student’s thinking ability in 

creating new knowledge and find the information correctly. 

The previous research of Amin (2005) shown that DRTA is a strategy that 

made students in the classroom is active and happy to reach the instruction goal 

during the learning teaching process. Ahmadi (2004) also described that DRTA 

is a teaching reading that allows the students to comprehend a text by 

emphasizing on the ability to predict the text content before reading, to 

comprehend the text when reading, and to prove the prediction after reading. 

From those previous above, it can be concluded that using DRTA strategy 

makes the students learn independently without guidance from the teacher. They 

can do collaborative with the other student in order to gain as well as absorb 

information from the text that they have already read. And the role of the 

teachers is to guide the student at the beginning of the learning on how the 

process of learning will be run. There are many previous studies the use of 

DRTA strategy to increase reading comprehension especially in senior high 

school as like studies above. However, there few studies about DRTA strategy 
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use in junior high school students as an exploration subject. In other hand, the 

implementation of this teaching strategy is still rarely studies of a certain level. 

Furthermore, this study is designed to solve the classroom management better 

and to enhance reading skill in English subject which observes in junior high 

school. Certainly, it uses different treatment with a simple framework and careful 

preparation of instruction. 

1.2 Research Question 

Based on the background of the study above, the problem of the researcher 

can be stated “Do the students who are taught by DRTA strategy have better 

reading comprehension ability than those who are taught by conventional 

strategy?” 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the statement of the problem above, the purpose of the researcher 

is to find out whether the students taught by using DRTA have better reading 

comprehension in reading narrative text than students taught by conventional 

strategy. 

1.4 Research Hypothesis 

 In this study, there are two types of hypothesis, alternative and null  

hypothesis. 

1. The null hypothesis is formulated as = H0 = �̅�A = �̅�B 

 It means the students who are taught by using Direct Reading Thinking 

Activity (DRTA) have the same scores in reading comprehension ability as the 

students who are taught by using conventional strategy. 
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2. The alternative (research) hypothesis = H1 = �̅�A >�̅�B 

 It means the students who are taught by using Direct Reading Thinking 

Activity (DRTA) have better scores in reading comprehension ability than the 

students who are taught by using conventional strategy. 

1.5 Research Significance 

This research result will contribute a lot by providing further data for the 

following researcher. This study could give a good understanding on DRTA 

strategy that used by teacher to teach the students. This research, hopefully can 

give a lot of beneficial for the readers, this research may help the teacher and the 

student which is it will become a reference to teach the student by DRTA strategy, 

is a big hope for the student to think critically in learning process by DRTA 

strategy. And also, this study may help teachers use effective strategy for teaching 

reading comprehension. Indeed, the study give a lot of beneficial for the teaching 

itself to enhance knowledge. 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

This research focuses on used DRTA on student’s senior high school level 

reading comprehension. However, it is limited on reading skill for the students of 

junior high school. Although, the major of this study is limited on the second 

grade of junior high school. Furthermore, this research also concerns narrative text 

to gain the data. 
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1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

The aver misunderstanding on the concept that used in this study, the 

researcher presents the definition of all key terms as follows: 

1. Reading is an active and ongoing process that is affected individual’s 

interaction with his environment (Arthur, Blair, and Rupley 1981, p.4). 

Reading gives and effect to individual in order to create a goal in getting the 

further information and to collaborate with the environment around. 

2. Reading comprehension is a process of making sense of written ideas through 

and interaction with language (Arthur, Blair, Rupley 1981, p.242). The 

understanding or learning comes to make the individual more comprehend the 

things which makes them be able to create a new thing. 

3. Direct Reading Thinking Activity (DRTA) is the students’ forms set of a 

purpose of reading, processing ideas, and testing answers by taking part in 

predict-read-prove cycle (Stauffer 1975, p.267). Is a strategy in learning 

process to test the capability of students in comprehending the information. 

 


