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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

In this chapter, the researcher presents how the research is conducted 

including research design, research object, research approach, data collection and 

data analysis.  

3.1 Research Design 

In conducting a research, there are two kinds of research designs which can 

be used. They are quantitative research and qualitative research. Quantitative 

research is a research conducted to prove hypothesis from researcher’s theoretical 

prediction using empirical data. The hypothesis made by researcher is based on 

theory. In other words, quantitative research is used to prove the theory (Latief, 

2006, p. 78).  

Different from quantitative research, qualitative research is a research 

conducted to understand human behavior by creating complex perspective of 

social and cultural condition where the behavior happens. Qualitative research 

seeks to complex pattern and detail so that what is being studied can be 

understood by someone else. If quantitative research is dominated by analyzing 

number, in contrast, qualitative research tends to be used to analyze verbal data 

involving many personal opinions; that is why qualitative research is subjective. 

Hence, to minimize that subjectivity, the objective evidences are necessary to be 

provided (Latief, 2006). 

In line with Latief, Ary et al (2010) argues that qualitative research sees 

social and cultural phenomenon as unique; therefore, in understanding human 



20 
 

behavior, the researcher can only focus on meanings of events which involve 

people. In qualitative research, the researcher should look what people do and feel 

as well as attempt their reality. The result of qualitative design is expected to be 

rich and comprehensive so that researcher can understand social and cultural 

reality experienced by participants. 

Qualitative descriptive research is a research used to describe “what is”. 

This research is intended to discover relationship between variables which cannot 

be explained quantitatively (Best & Kahn, 2006, p.24). Qualitative descriptive 

research is the least theoretical and encumbered research by pre-existing 

theoretical commitment. It tends to depict inquiry in order to study something in 

its natural state or extent within the context and research arena. Hence, in 

qualitative descriptive research, there is no pre-selection and manipulation of 

variables, as well as prior theoretical view of target phenomenon. However, it 

does not rule out the possibility that qualitative descriptive research has grounded 

theory overtones to do constantly comparative analysis when examining the data, 

but still qualitative descriptive research is not conducted to produce a theory from 

generated data (Lambert & Lambert, 2012). 

The research design used in this research was qualitative descriptive 

research. It is because the researcher attempted to observe figurative languages 

and its meaning contained in song lyrics of Disney’s animation movie 

soundtracks. The data presented are in descriptive form. 
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3.2 Research Object 

In this research, there are three songs to be analyzed. The titles are I See the 

Light, Colors of the Wind, and Under the Sea. All of those songs are used as 

soundtracks in Disney’s animation princess movies. The criteria in choosing those 

three songs are first, those songs are the best songs composed by Disney’s most 

legend composer Alan Menken who has been contracted by Disney Company 

since 1986. His name has been recorded in list of Disney Legend at 2001 (Green, 

2018). Second, those three songs got the most awards from seven songs of 

Disney’s movie original soundtracks written by Alan Menken. 

3.2.1 I See the Light 

The first song is I See the Light which is the soundtrack of animation 

princess movie under the title Tangled. This song is originally sung by Mandy 

Moore and Zachary Levi who also role as Rapunzel and Flynn Rider in the movie. 

The song composed by Allan Menken and Glenn Slater was nominated as Best 

Original Song for Academy and Golden Globe awards in 2011. Furthermore, this 

song won Las Vegas Film Critics Society Award for Best Original Song and 

Grammy Award in category Best Song Written for Visual Media (Clemmensen, 

2010). 

The movie itself, entitled Tangled tells about a girl who was actually a 

princess was kidnapped by a witch and isolated in a remote tower far from her 

parents, kingdom and community. That girl named Rapunzel. Rapunzel who had 

dream to directly see thousands floating lanterns asked Flynn Rider-a stranger 

sneaking into her tower- to take her out leaving the tower and to see the floating 
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lanterns. Then, Rapunzel and Flynn Rider’s adventure began until finally 

Rapunzel’s dream came true (Greno & Howard, 2011). 

3.2.2 Colors of the Wind 

The second song is Colors of the Wind which is the soundtrack of animation 

princess movie under the title Pocahontas. The original singer of this song is Judy 

Kuhn. The song composed by Allan Menken and Stephen Schwartz won category 

of Best Original Song for 68thAcademy Award in 1995 and Golden Globe Award 

as well as Grammy Award for Best Song Written for a Movie category 

(Clemmensen, 2003).  

The movie accompanied by that song tells about an encounter of Indian girl 

named Pocahontas and an explorer from England, John Smith until both of them 

fell in love. Their story was tinged by a conflict between Pocahontas’ tribe and 

British gold hunters that came along with Smith. In that movie, it was told that 

Pocahontas taught Smith a lot about life and nature. She had opened Smith’s mind 

to nurture the earth which was then written in a song Colors of the Wind, the main 

soundtrack of that movie. At the end of the movie, it was told that conflict 

between Indian tribe and British people was finally resolved peacefully (Goldberg 

et al., 1995). 

3.2.3 Under the Sea 

Under the Sea is a song composed by Alan Menken and Howard Ashman 

then becomes a soundtrack of The Little Mermaid movie. Song which is originally 

sung by Samuel E. Wright was released in 1989 and won Best Original Song 



23 
 

category at Academy Award in 1989 as well as Best Song Written for Visual 

Media category at Grammy Award (Clemmensen, 1997). 

Under the Sea is a song based on movie entitled The Little Mermaid. That 

movie tells about a life of mermaid Ariel in her kingdom under the ocean with the 

other sea creatures such as fish, squid, and her close friend, Sebastian crab. Ariel 

was described as a girl who had a dream to go to the land and meet her crush, 

Prince Eric. That kind of dream was of course forbidden by her father, king of the 

ocean. Did not want to lead Ariel in a big trouble, Sebastian crab tried to prevent 

Ariel from reaching her dream. This scene was then written in song, Under the 

Sea. At the end, after going through many obstacles, Ariel can finally reach her 

dream to meet her true love (Musker & Clements, 1989). 

3.3 Research Approach 

An appropriate approach is needed in conducting a research. Overall, it 

deals with researcher’s orientation to analyze the data. There are four approaches 

in analyzing literary works. They are mimetic, pragmatic, expressive and 

objective (Abrams, 2009). 

Mimetic approach is an approach where a literary work is seen as a 

representation or imitation of human real life. In this approach, an analysis of data 

is done based on suitability between the literary work and the subject which is 

represented. It appeared for the first time in Aristotle’s poetics, where the meaning 

or “representation” was the poem taking an example of human’s behavior and 

action then re-presenting it into new material in form of words (Abrams, 2009). 

Klarel (2004) argues that this approach tries to place literary work within larger 
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context. Those context can be history, social and political background, literary 

genre, nationality as well as gender. He adds that in this approach, literary works 

are analyzed as expressions of economic, sociological, and political factors. 

Pragmatic approach is an approach that emphasizes the assessment on 

whether the aim of a literary work is achieved or not. That intended aim is a 

literary work should be able to influence and to give particular effect to the 

audience such us pleasure, emotion, etc. In this approach, the analysis is oriented 

to audiences (Abrams, 2009). According to Klarer (2004), this approach examines 

the readership of text and also investigates why, when and where the text is read. 

Many investigations deal with certain reading practice of social, ethnic, national 

group as well as try to explain psychological aspect of actual reading process. 

According to Abrams (2009), expressive approach is an approach that views 

literary work based on its author’s feeling. In this approach, every literary work is 

referred to author’s imagination, thought, perception and experience. Expressive 

or also called as author-oriented approach tends to analyze the author’s biography 

and background which compares the fictional depiction and with the figure and 

fact from author’s life. Dates and events from author’s life are juxtaposed with the 

element of literary work in order to find the connection between biography of 

author and the text. Other than that, author’s library such as letters and diaries can 

be examined for personal reflection as well as to get insight into author’s 

background reading (Klarer, 2004). 

In objective approach which is oriented to the text, literary work is seen as 

single entity of independent work. Abrams (2009) argues that by using objective 
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approach it means it does not need to consider about the author’s life, background, 

and the connection between literary work and society, culture or even historical 

events. In objective approach, literary work is analyzed based on its intrinsic such 

us structure, integrity, complexity and other elements. Klarer (2004) adds that 

objective approach focuses on internal-textual aspects instead of its external-

textual aspects regarding to author, audiences and the larger context. This text-

oriented approach deliberately investigates literary works’ formal and structural 

features including material elements of language, meaning or means of 

expression, general pattern in text as well as the nature of “literariness”.  

The data sources in this research are songs that are written based on fictional 

and imaginative stories. Therefore, there is no connection between songs and 

author’s background, or events happening in real world. Moreover, the data 

analyzed are figurative languages constituting the element of literary work itself. 

Furthermore, the data was analyzed by connecting the meaning of song lyrics and 

the story told in the movies. Hence, the approach used in this research is objective 

approach. 

3.4 Data Collection 

The data of this research were taken from song lyrics of three songs from 

Disney’s movies soundtrack, those are I See the Light, Colors of the Wind and 

Under the Sea. The figurative languages are contained in song lyrics in form of 

words, phrases, and sentences. These are the steps that researcher underwent one 

by one in collecting data: 
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1. Downloading the song lyrics of those three songs on the internet. There are 

some websites as the sources (www.azlyrics.com; www.metrolyrics.com; 

www.lirik.kapanlagi.com). 

2. Comparing song lyrics from each website and also directly comparing with 

downloaded songs in order to get valid data. 

3. Reading valid data and comprehending them to understand the meaning of 

the songs.  

4. Selecting the lyrics that contain figurative language by marking them with 

different color for each type of figurative language. 

3.5 Data Analysis 

In this point the researcher explains the procedure of the process in 

analyzing data that have been collected previously. 

1.  Identifying figurative languages found in data based on literature theories. 

2. Grouping the same type of figurative languages that have been found and 

taking some notes about the explanation of each figurative language. The 

data are presented in a table as follow: 

Table 3.1 Analysis of Figurative Languages 

LINE SENTENCE FIGURATIVE 

LANGUAGE 

RATIONALE 
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3. Finding and interpreting the meaning of each figurative language on books,

internet and connecting the situation on the lyrics to the movie 

accompanied. 

4. Consulting the findings with the expert.

5. Drawing the conclusion about the results.
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