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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Based on several relevant theories, the researcher presents review of related 

literature. In this chapter, there would be theories about literature, figurative 

languages, meaning, and Disney. 

2.1 Literature 

Teeuw (as cited Islam, 2016) states that the word literature which comes 

from Latin term “litteratura” is actually derived from Greek term “grammatical” -

origins from littira and gramma- which has meaning “letter”. According to that 

linguistic definition, literature is related to something written. Yet, the definition 

of literature is more than that linguistic definition. Islam (2016, p. 20) states “the 

closest definition we might come to is that literature is some kind of writing which 

for certain reasons people value highly”. It means literature is an art of writing. It 

contains beauty in the use of language.  

Different from Teeuw, there is another different point of view of literature. 

Beaty et al. (2002) state that literature is not only in written form. Although they 

agree with common definition of literature as “a creative writing”, but they give 

wider understanding about literature. Literature can be in form of audio, movies, 

even myths and traditions in society that are told from mouth to mouth. 

Quinn (2006, p. 244) explains the changes of literature definition based on 

several criticisms. He argues that literature is initially defined as fictional art 

which aims to entertain the readers with its beautiful and unique language. Later 

on, in another criticism, it is stated that literature has come and entered the real 
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world. It means literature may include nonfictional works such as essay, 

biography and even diary.  

From several definitions above, it can be concluded that literature is highly 

appreciated art of language as a communication between the initiator and audience 

in form of either written or verbal language. Literature not only raises fictional 

and imaginative stories but also utters real facts occurring in society culture, 

history and even tradition. Nowadays, literature can be created in various forms. It 

can be drama, prose and poetry. 

2.3.1 Drama 

Drama is one of literary works. According to Abrams (2009, p. 84) drama is 

written and created to be performed in stage by actors. He explains that in drama, 

the actors take the characters’ roles, carry on the indicated actions and enounce 

the dialogues. Drama not only has dialogues as its element, but also other 

elements such us theme, plot, character and characterization, conflict, and so on. 

Arp & Johnson (2006, p. 1074) state that drama is created to be performed on 

stage, therefore, it obviously has some different components compared to other 

literary works. Drama involves playwright, actors and audience. Moreover, in 

conducting drama, the stage light, setting of stage and a director are needed. Islam 

(2016) divides drama into four genres, those are tragedy, comedy, melodrama, 

and tragicomedy. 

2.3.2 Prose 

Another kind of literary works is prose. The kinds of literature are indeed 

controversial. There are some different arguments from experts. Arp & Johnson 
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(2006) classify literary works into three kinds, those are drama, poetry and fiction. 

Furthermore, Schmidt and Bogarad (2006) add one category of literary works that 

is nonfiction. Yet, Islam (2016) merges fiction and nonfiction into one category 

called prose. Thus, he argues that prose is free literary work. It is not restricted by 

the rules like poetry. Prose is spoken language that is converted into words, 

phrases, sentences and also paragraphs in appropriate structure and tenses. Prose 

is divided into fiction (novel, short story, historical fiction), nonfiction (essay, 

autobiography, speech, journal, article). Prose has several genres, for examples 

heroic, prose poem, polyphonic and village. 

2.3.3 Poetry 

If the prose is free literary work, then poetry is the opposite of prose. It is 

restricted by rules such as the lines, stanzas, meter, rhyme, imagery, and figurative 

language. Poetry is “a fundamental creative act using language” (Thomas as cited 

Islam, 2016, p. 61). It tells that language is no longer used in ordinary way. Poetry 

provides the use of language deeply and imaginatively. Through poetry, language 

is not only roles as practical use, but also as literary and persuasion use. It means 

language is possible to deliver the experiences imagined by the writer and also to 

make the readers see something in same point of view as the writer’s. A good 

poetry will allow the readers to built imagination related to the object told inside 

the writing. Schmidt and Bogarad (2006) add that poetry is an art that can create 

themes, character and context through language, figure of speech, economy of 

form, and sounds.  
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Poetry and song lyric have some similarities. Both of them are created based 

on someone’s imagination and fantasy to express feeling. In early American and 

colonial period, oral tradition of hymns, songs and war chants of native 

Americans called “indigenous” have influenced American conventional literature. 

That is why song and poetry have many similarities. However, poetry has deeper 

meaning and interpretation than song (Kalra, 2015). 

According to Schmidt and Bogarad (2016), poetry is classified into three 

types, they are narrative poetry, dramatic poetry and lyric poetry. 

a. Narrative Poetry 

Narrative poetry is the oldest type of poetry. It is poetry that contains a story 

(Schmidt & Bogarad, 2006; Islam, 2016). If it contains a story, it means there are 

some aspects such us characterization, settings, and the chronology. In this kind of 

poetry, the sequence of events are arranged in lines and told in beautiful language. 

As narrative text, narrative poetry is divided into several genres, for examples 

romance, ballad, and epic (Klarer, 2004). Islam (2016) classifies poetry little bit 

different from Schmidt and Bogarad. In his classification, epic is categorized in 

different kinds of poetry. Yet, Schmidt and Bogarad (2006) state that epic is 

included as narrative poetry.  

b. Dramatic Poetry 

A simple definition of dramatic poetry is a drama written in form of stanzas. 

This poetry comes after the earlier oral epics. Some writers provide the 

monologues in their dramatic poetry (Islam, 2016). Here, means that the writer 

roles as a character of his or her poetry. In performing this poetry, the speaker 
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often does some kinds like a direct interaction with the audiences. Besides, rap 

music and hip- hop can be included as dramatic poetry since both of them usually 

provide monologue of the writer (Schmidt & Bogarad, 2006). 

According to Abrams (1999, 2009), dramatic poetry has several features. 

The first feature is the single person who utters the dramatic poetry and acts as 

one of characters from the story. The second feature is interaction between the 

speaker and the other people. That interaction could be with the audiences or with 

the other imaginatively characters. It means the speaker should be able to 

encourage audiences to imagine there are other characters on the stage. The last 

feature is the speaker’s capability to create the atmosphere and well deliver the 

story to the audiences. 

c. Lyric Poetry 

Lyric poetry is often found in many literature works. Lyric poetry is usually 

written briefly and subjectively. Lyric poetry is mostly written as poet’s musing 

where the poet expresses ideas, moods and perceptions of several things. The 

word lyric itself is derived from “lyre” which has a meaning to be sung (Islam, 

2016, p. 73). In ancient times, lyric began as a song chanted to the praise of Gods. 

This poetry is the closest one to song lyrics. If narrative and dramatic poetry tend 

to tell a story, the lyric poetry tends to express the poet’s personal feeling about 

anything even though the poetry is not told based on sequence plot. Schmidt and 

Bogarad (2006) argue that the purpose of lyric poetry is to accompany a song. 

They also classify the categories of lyrics poetry into four categories that are 

elegy, meditation, ode and pastoral. 
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Although it is personal poetry written by poet, according to Abrams (1999, 

2009) sometimes in writing a poetry, the poet let the readers interpret the 

circumstances based on their own perceptions, for examples John Milton’s sonnet 

“When I consider how my light is spent” and Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s “Frost 

at Midnight,”. Even in several poetries, the written words are referred to speaker’s 

character and utterance. In this case, the speaker is a figure created by the poet   in 

certain character and circumstance. 

2.2 Figurative Languages 

Figurative language is part of figure of speech defined as writer’s locution 

that makes readers either implicitly or explicitly experience and abstraction and 

emotion beyond its literal meaning (Schmidt and Bogarad, 2006, p. 1399). 

Figurative language gives more effective meaning in writing rather than just say it 

directly. Figurative language provides meaning more, or less, or the opposite or 

even the other meaning. It also triggers the reader to be more imaginative and 

emotional. It is commonly found in poetry, prose and even in conversation as 

well, but most of figurative languages are found in poetry. 

Schmidt and Bogarad (2006) divide figurative languages into nine types: 

a. Simile 

Simile is one of figurative languages used to compare two different things 

(Schmidt and Bogarad, 2006, p. 1399). This figurative language can be marked by 

the words like, seems, as, similar to and other equal words. According to Klarer 

(2004, p. 33) in simile, there are tenor and vehicle. He states that tenor is the 

compared person, object or idea, whereas vehicle is the image made equivalent to 
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tenor. For further explanation, the example of simile is taken from Robert Burn’s 

poem A Red, Red Rose, “Oh my love is like a red, red rose”. In that sentence, the 

words “my love” is called tenor, while “a red, red rose” is vehicle. In that 

example, Robert Burn compares his love to a red rose, but the meaning is not 

literally like a red rose, because love does not have both color and form. It means 

the poet feels happy to have love for someone. He has deep love that feels as 

incredible as the beauty of a red rose. 

b. Metaphor 

Metaphor has similar function as simile. It is to compare two objects. Yet, 

unlike simile which can be indentified bye the words, like, seems, similar, 

metaphor has an implicit comparison. Metaphor captures an object or idea and 

equates it with something different, then implicitly creates an analogy between 

them (Schmidt & Bogarad, 2006, p. 1399). If in simile, Burn says “Oh my love is 

like a red, red rose”, but in metaphor that sentence will change into “My love is a 

red rose”. Abrams (1999, 2009) states there are some types of metaphor such as 

implicit metaphor, dead metaphor and mixed metaphor. 

Implicit metaphor is when tenor is not directly written but implied. The 

example of implicit metaphor is “That reed was too frail to survive the storm of its 

sorrows”. In that sentence, the word “reed” is the vehicle of implied tenor, a 

human being, while the word “storm” is vehicle of explicit tenor “sorrows”. 

Second type of metaphor is called dead metaphor. The examples of dead 

metaphor are “the leg of a table” and “the heart of the matter”. This metaphor is 

common used even in daily conversation, and that is way now the use of dead 
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metaphor is considered less creative to be used in writing poetry (Abrams, 1999, 

2009). Another type of metaphor is mixed metaphor. It is when the poet conjoins 

two or more different metaphoric vehicles. The example of complex mixed 

metaphor is taken from Sonnet 65 by William Shakespeare: 

O, how shall summer’s honey breath hold out 

Against the wrackful siege of battering days? 

 

c. Personification 

Personification is a figurative language that gives the human characteristic 

to objects (Schmidt and Bogarad, 2006, p. 1399). The objects here can be animal, 

plant, and other animate objects. Personification is a subtype of metaphor, 

because in metaphor, an implied comparison terms are always human beings. As 

written in Keat’s poem entitled To Autumn, he personifies season by writing 

“sitting careless on a granary floor”. Logically, a season cannot sit on the floor, 

but in that poetry, Keat asks the readers to imagine visualization literal term in 

human form as well as he expresses implied comparison between autumn and 

human being (Arp and Johnson, 2006, p. 718). 

d. Synecdoche 

Synecdoche is figurative language that allows taking something to be a 

representation of the whole part (Schmidt and Bogarad, 2006, p. 1400). Yet, 

Abrams argues that this kind of figurative language -derived from Greek for 

“taking together”- may take the whole part to represent specific part (2009, 

p.120). Quinn (2006) gives an example of synecdoche, “We need brave hearts and 

steady hands”. He explains that the words “hearts” and “hands” represent 

“people”. Another example of synecdoche is “the police are investigating the 
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case”. In that sentence, the whole part “police” represents the specific parts “some 

police”. 

e. Metonymy  

Metonymy is a figure of speech which a name of person, place, or thing 

represents more complex situation or experience which is still associated (Schmidt 

and Bogarad, 2006, p. 1400). For instance, sometimes “Washington” represents 

the government and United States, “hard hat” for construction worker, or “the 

whole bottle” for mineral water in sentence “he drinks the whole bottle”. This 

figurative language is somehow similar to metaphor and synecdoche. Quinn 

(2006) distinguishes between metaphor and metonymy by the principle of 

similarity and association. Metaphor is based on certain similarity such as “sleep” 

for “death”, while metonymy is based on association such as “white house” for 

“president”. On the other hand, synecdoche is based on specific or whole part of 

something. 

f. Hyperbole 

Hyperbole can be mentioned as overstatement. This figure of speech is used 

to exaggerate situation, idea, or things in order to emphasize the intention, idea or 

writer’s feeling (Schmidt and Bogarad, 2006). By using hyperbole, the writer 

automatically gives effect to the poetry, those effect can be humorous or serious, 

notional or reasonable, convincing or unconvincing (Arp and Johnson, 2006, p. 

757). Other than written in poetry, hyperbole is commonly used in daily 

conversation such us “I’m starved”, “I’ll die if I don’t past this course!” or “there 

were millions of people at the beach”.  
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g. Symbol 

Symbol can be interpreted as something representative that has meaning 

more than what it is (Schmidt and Bogarad, 2006, p. 1400). Even ordinary and 

simple object can be symbol in writing poetry. Some symbols have conventional 

meaning related to culture in a country, such us “cherry blossoms”, “jade”, “rose”, 

“birds” that have significances in Japanese, Chinese or English poetry, and the 

rest are private symbol generated by the poet by exploiting the association 

between the object and certain concept, hence to understand the poem, the readers 

may interpret from close reading of work.  

Sometimes private symbol which is generated by poet causes a problem in 

interpreting it. For example, the word “rose” in Robert Burn’s poem “Oh my love 

is like a red, red rose” is used as simile, and becomes metaphor in Winthrop 

Mackworth Praed’s poem “she was our queen, our rose, our star”. Yet, in The Sick 

Rose by William Blake “Oh Rose, thou art sick” the word “rose” is used as 

symbol, since it does not role as vehicle which exists in simile or metaphor. 

Blake’s rose means more than what it is: “love”, “bed”, “joy” and by sinister tone 

and intensity of speaker’s feeling, it becomes a private symbol (Abrams, 1999, 

2009, p. 359).  

h. Myth 

Myth is identical to symbol, still it signifies inexplicable and mysterious 

story exists in society culture and tradition, history, and custom and it is related to 

supernatural beings (Schmidt and Bogarad, 2006, p. 1400). The collection of 

myths or mentioned as mythology are derived from religious belief and ritual. 
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Mythologies that are commonly found in poetry mostly come from Greek, 

Roman, Germanic, Native American, and Egyptian.  

i. Allusion 

Allusion refers to famous literary work, person, event or place; it expands 

the world of poetry either implicitly or explicitly. The example of allusion exists 

in Judith Johnson poetry entitled Stone Olives. That poetry refers to several events 

for instance an event when one of the prophets received divine command to 

sacrifice his son in sentence “Does Abraham see that no scapegoat waits at hand? 

His son and his son’s sons and daughters…” Another passage is about the death of 

an Albany girl named Melina Hudson in this following part (Schmidt and 

Bogarad, 2006, p. 1401): 

Melina, who once danced 

at proms far from Beirut, laughed with my daughter 

years after Hiroshima broke into flower, told 

her beads in a church the Gulag never touched, 

now pours through our air. 

 

2.3 Meaning 

According to Arp and Johnson (2006, p. 686), meaning is divided into 

denotation and connotation.  

2.3.1 Denotation 

Denotation is the real meaning of the words; it is the basic part of meaning. 

The denotative meaning of any word can be found in dictionary. For example is 

the word “house” and “home”. It means a place where people live (Arp & 

Johnson, 2006).  
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2.3.2 Connotation 

Connotation can be interpreted as what is beyond the real meaning of the 

word. Having connotative meaning in writing poetry or another literary work is 

necessary. It aims to enrich the words and to give certain effects. By using 

connotative meaning, the writer can express a lot of things in fewer words. Only a 

single word can have variety of connotations. If the word “home” has denotation 

as a place to live, then it may suggest connotation as family, love and comfort. 

Another example is taken from George Herbert’s poem entitled Virtue (Arp & 

Johnson, 2006): 

Sweet day, so cool, so calm, so bright, 

The bridal of the earth and sky... 

 

As explained by Abrams (2009, p. 57), the word “bridal” means a union 

between two human beings and in Hebert’s poem it is expressed by using 

metaphor to the union of earth and sky, however, by connotative, the word 

“bridal” means sacred, joyous, and ceremonial. 

2.4 Disney 

The Walt Disney Company which is usually called as Disney Company is 

derived from the name of its founder Walt Disney. The original name of it is 

Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio until Walt’s partner, Roy suggested to change its 

name. Since October 16, 1923 this company runs in entertainment realm and 

started producing its first cartoon named Alice’s Wonderland. The other 

animation movies from Disney production are Mickey Mouse, The Silly 

Shimponies, Snow White, Aladdin, Mulan, Frozen and many more. Now, Disney 

Company not only works in movie production but also runs several businesses 
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such as media network, resorts and parks, consumer products and interactive 

media. Up until now, Disney Company become the great entertainment company 

in international world, as its motto, that is to be the one of the world’s leading 

producers and providers of entertainment and information. Since several years 

ago, Disney Company has gotten many kinds of award, for instance Fast 

Company Innovation by Design Award in 2013,Edward R. Murrow Award in 

2015, Fortune World’s Most Admired Companies and so on (Crowther, 2018). 
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