
 
 
 

 

CHAPTER I 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher presents six points; they are research 

background, research problems, research objectives, scope and limitation, 

research significance and the definition of key terms. Each point will be present as 

follows. 

 

1.1 Research Background 

 

Reading is a simple process but important to learn. It provides many kinds 

of information needed by the researcher. A recent study (Schoenbach et.al, 2012, 

p. 17) concludes that “Reading is a simple process, readers decode figure out how 

to pronounce each word in a text and automatically comprehend the meaning of 

the word”. Reading creates some ideas to write, demonstrates the way construct 

sentences, paragraph, and whole texts. Reading provides a reference to speak and 

also effective understanding in listening. When people read, it actually guides 

people to gain knowledge, experience, and information. In addition, reading has 

other functions such as: preparation to action, communicate tools, connect the 

brain, increase imagination and creativity, and improve understanding. Reading 

can also enrich the student’s vocabulary, spelling, grammar, and improve their 

pronunciation. Wales (2011) argues that “Reading helps you escape, utilise mind, 

gets creative juices flowing, helps you learn and discover new things and takes 

you on wonderful journeys”. 
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Students should have a good reading skill because their learning success of 

depends on the greater part of their ability to read. Junior High School students 

have learned about reading subjects since they were in Elementary school, but 

many of Junior High School graduates are not able to read and comprehend a text. 

This is a worrisome fact. They are very likely to fail in their study or at least they 

will have difficulty in making progress. Moreover, students will have a better 

chance to succeed in their study, if they have a good reading skill. However, many 

of them get difficulties in learning reading. Oftentimes, they find many kinds of 

problems in learning reading. Students are required to solve any problems that 

they face in learning reading. O’Connor (2007, p. 1) states, “Learning to read is 

the single most important academic task of the elementary school years; however, 

many of our school children fail in this task”. 

 

There are many problems found in learning reading. Klingner et.al (2007, 

p. 7) asserts that students with learning disabilities are likely to demonstrate 

difficulties with decoding, fluency (reading words quickly and accurately), and 

vocabulary. One of the difficulties that students find is complex subject, the 

students not only have to read the text, but also have to understand the meaning. 

The problem is that students often feel confused in understanding the meaning, 

determining details and topics at the same time. In this case, the researcher will 

develop the research and focus on problems and solution for students in learning 

reading at SMPN 11 Malang. 

 

After doing the preliminary research, the researcher found that in SMPN 

11 Malang, the students received low score in reading subject, especially in the 
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second grade. It is supported by the data from English teacher of SMPN 11 

Malang. However, the result of the data does not indicate the reason of the 

problems. 

 

Rofi’i (2017) conducted a research about students’ problems in reading at 

SMPN Muhammadiyah 4 Malang. The result showed that the students’ problems 

in reading are lack of vocabulary reaching about (68%), lack of comprehension 

reaching about (86%), incorrect pronunciation (81%), error translation (81%), 

student’s interest reaching about (50%), and time amount on learning reading 

reaching about not more than (9%). Furthermore, he also revealed teacher’s 

solutions of the problems such as making footnote of the difficult words, giving 

the students homework, lending dictionary from library, and discussing with 

friends. 

 

The reason why this research is conducted is because there are so many 

previous studies about productive skills such as writing and speaking, while very 

limited study about perceptive skills especially reading in Junior High School. 

Based on the reason and the previous study, this research is conducted by 

analyzing the problem encountered in learning reading by students of SMPN 11 

Malang. The researcher chose SMPN 11 Malang, because the researcher has seen 

directly that there are many students in some classes facing difficulty learning to 

read. Besides, this school holds “Bulan Bahasa” program every year. All students 

participate in “Bulan Bahasa”. In this program, they are required to compete to get 

high score in English. This competition can increase creativity in narrative text, 

recount text, or news item. The researcher hopes that the researcher can analyze 
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the reading problems encountered in detail, and attain the students’ solutions in 

solving their problems. 

 

1.2 Research Problems 

 

Based on the background, the researcher specifies some problems into two main 

problems to be focus of this research. Those are: 

 

1. What are the students’ problems in learning reading at second grade of SMPN 

 

11 Malang? 

 

2. How do the students solve the problems in learning reading at second grade 

of SMPN 11 Malang? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

 

Related to the research problems, the researcher has two objectives. They are 

explained as follows: 

 

1. To find out the students’ problems in learning reading at second grade 

of SMPN 11 Malang. 

 
2. To investigate how the students solve the problem in learning reading at 

second grade of SMPN 11 Malang. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 

The scope of this study is about the student’s problem in learning reading. 

On the other hand, the researcher limits the research only for the second grade 

students of SMPN 11 Malang. Therefore, this research aims to investigate how 
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the students face and solve their reading problems at the second grade of SMPN 

11 Malang. 

 

1.5 Research Significance 

 

By doing this research, the researcher expects to find out the students’ 

problems in learning reading especially for the second grade of SMPN 11 Malang. 

The result of this research is expected to be useful both theoretically and 

practically. 

 

Theoretically, this research is expected to help students improve their 

reading skills. By doing this research, the students in the second grade of SMPN 

11 Malang can anticipate the mistake that they face in order to minimize their 

mistakes in learning reading. In addition, this research is expected to be useful for 

English Language Teachers who teach the second grade students of SMPN 11 

Malang. The thesis result also can be used by the teachers to anticipate and 

minimize the students’ problems in learning reading. The researcher hopes it can 

be the right solution to the students’ problem 

 

Practically, the result of this research are expected to give the researcher 

an experience about finding the students’ problems and get the best solution in 

learning reading at SMPN 11 Malang. Moreover, this research can also be useful 

for the next researcher. It can be used as a guide for conducting research that has a 

relation with this 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misconception in this research, the 

research wants to clarify the definition of key terms which are used in this 

research and presented as the followings: 

Problem in terms of some difficult obstacle or goal, anything difficult to 

overcome is a problem (VanGundy, 2004). 

Reading is a simple process, readers decode figure out how to pronounce 

each word in a text and the automatically comprehend the meaning of the word 

(Schoenbach, Greenleaf &Murphy, 2012). 

Reading Comprehension as the process of simultaneously exracting and 

constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with the written 

language (Snow, 2002) 

Solution is a mechanism of a change (Chesla, 2000) 
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