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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

In this chapter, the researcher presents the review of related literature 

about the role of textbook, the criteria of a good textbook, the principle of 

material development, the 2013 curriculum and textbook evaluation checklist. 

2.1 The Role of Textbook 

Textbook is one of the important media during the learning process 

especially learning English. As other subject or lesson, textbook is used as 

guidance whether it is for student or for teacher who delivers the material. 

Textbook has several advantages for teachers and students. Tok (2010) said 

that textbook provides a framework for teachers in achieving the aims and 

objectives of the course. It serve as a guide for the teachers when conducting 

the lesson. A textbook also affects students’ attitudes and performance to the 

lesson throughout the course. It is a fact that when learners like their 

textbooks, they like the course as well and become active participants to the 

lesson. 

From the explanations above, we can underline that textbooks are very 

important for students and teachers. Therefore, we should select the qualified 

textbooks. Textbook should deliver a proper material for the learners or 

students. One of the qualification is textbooks should have an appropriate 

material related to students’ needs. As mentioned by Ghorbani (2011), 

“Materials which are appropriate for a particular class need to have an 
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underlying instructional philosophy, approach, method, and technique which 

suit the students and their needs”. The design of the material should be suit 

with the students so they can accept and apply the material through the tasks 

easily. 

2.2 The Criteria of a Good Textbook 

The good quality of the textbook can affect the education quality 

because textbook is the main instrument that leads students to get knowledge. 

According to Ivic (2013) mentioned that the quality standards for textbook 

are requirements (norms and criteria) which textbooks have to fulfill. These 

textbooks selected in accordance with official procedures and defined criteria, 

may then be used in school. We can conclude that before textbook is used in 

school, it should fulfill the criteria first.  

Textbook with a good quality can help teachers to deliver the material 

easily and students will catch the aim of the material quickly. Therefore, we 

need to know the criteria of the good quality. According to Hussin (2016), a 

good English textbook is the book that can achieve the learning outcomes or 

goals in teaching-learning English. Nimehchisalem & Mukundan (2015) also 

mentioned about the criteria of a good textbook: 

“A good textbook should include two general categories: general 

attributes and learning-teaching content. The first category can be 

divided into five subcategories which are syllabus and curriculum, 

methodology, suitability to learners’, physical and utilitarian attributes 

and supplementary materials. The second category includes general 

(task quality, cultural sensitivity, linguistic and situational realism), 

listening, speaking, reading, writing, vocabulary, grammar, 

pronunciation and exercises”. 
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The statement above explains about the criteria of a good textbook. A 

textbook will be categorized as a good textbook when it fulfills the criteria 

that have been mentioned above. For example, one of the aim of the English 

class is students should understand the meaning of several vocabularies 

through the context of the text provided in the textbook. The text should be 

appropriate with the student’s cultural sensitivity or what student usually 

faced in daily life. Students will imagine and try to relate the text with their 

experience. It will stimulate the students understanding. Students can 

memorize the vocabularies and can apply them to make another texts or 

sentences. 

2.3 Principles of Material Development 

One of the problems that is usually faced by teachers when delivering 

the material is the availability of textbooks with the material that have proper 

needs for the students. As we know that as time passed by, materials in the 

textbook need improvement. Although, the quality of the textbooks has been 

good, but teachers should have the objectives of teaching which is appropriate 

with the students’ needs. So, when teachers have to use textbooks which are 

not appropriate anymore then they can improve the materials.  

Tomlinson (1998:7-21) stated that the principles of developing 

materials: first, Materials should achieve impact. Materials should affect the 

learners when the students or the learners’ curiosity, interest, and attention are 

attracted. Second, Materials should help learners to feel at ease. For example, 

learning text accompanied by picture or illustrations which is related to their 
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culture. Materials should help learners to develop confidence. Third, the 

learners or students usually feel relaxed and self-confident if they think that 

the materials they learn are not too difficult. Fourth, Materials should require 

and facilitate learner self-investment. Material should make the students think 

that that particular material will help them to achieve something or facilitate 

them to get their ambition. Fifth, Materials should take into account that 

learners differ in learning styles. Different person will have different learning 

style. Sixth, materials should provide choices of different types of texts and 

types of activities.  

2.4 The 2013 Curriculum 

2013 Curriculum (K13) is the latest curriculum that has been applied 

in Indonesia. Government expects his curriculum can help students to face the 

problems in the future. Mulyasa (2013) cited that K13 use integrated thematic 

learning for primary school. Integrated theme is learning process based on the 

theme. The theme contains of more than one subject to be combined. This is 

accentuated on the affective aspect and its assessment is emphasized on non-

tests and portfolios. For primary, secondary and vocational school, all the 

subjects are taught with scientific approach. The government also provides 

manual book or textbook for students and teachers. The books have been 

adapted to the 2013 curriculum. 

From the brief explanation about K13 above, we can see that there are 

many policy changes in this curriculum. Some schools encountered obstacles 

at the beginning of the implementation of K13. However, after approximately 
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five years of K13 implementation, most of schools have started to implement 

the curriculum well. 

2.5 Textbook Evaluation Checklist 

A good textbook is very important for teaching and learning 

process. Although a certain book has been determined as good textbook, as 

time passed by it should be evaluated. According to Wahab (2013), 

evaluation is widely acknowledged as a powerful means of improving the 

quality of education. After we evaluate the textbook, there will be some 

points that should be upgraded. It means that the quality of the textbook 

become better and better.  

In evaluating a textbook we should use a certain instrument. One of 

the instruments to evaluate the textbook is textbook evaluation checklist. It 

contains of criteria related to student’s need. Wahab (2013) also mentioned 

that teachers’ perspectives as well as the syllabus should also be taken into 

account in the evaluation. It means, the checklist should consider not only 

students perspective but also teachers’ perspectives. Thus, the correction for 

textbook must be accurate.  

In this research, the researcher used the textbook evaluation 

checklist by Mukundan and Kalajahi (2013). This evaluation checklist is the 

checklist that started to be developed by Jayakaran Mukundan, Vahid 

Nimechisalem, and Reza Hajimohammadi in journal “Developing an English 

Language Textbook Evaluation Checklist: A Focus Group Study” (2011). 

The researcher expects this textbook evaluation checklist can help the 
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teachers and the students to choose a good textbook. The checklist by 

Mukundan and Kalajahi (2013) is the new version the textbook that has been 

tested for the validity and the reability.  


