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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

English is International language that should be learnt by 

Indonesian students. By mastering English, they are expected to compete 

with others globally in the future. Textbook is one of the materials which 

are needed. Hence, teachers need to determine the appropriate textbook for 

their students. Purnomowulan (2014) stated that using a textbook or course 

book needs the awareness of the right level of language, the suitable topic 

or content for the students, the right kind of activities in the book, and the 

logical of sequencing the lesson. It means that in determining the right 

textbook for the students, teacher should pay attention to some criteria like 

have already mention above.  

Most of lessons have textbook included English. Textbook is the 

printed book that is usually used by the students even the teachers in the 

class. Each class of a school has the same textbook, so all of the students 

will learn the same material in that particular school.  Basically, textbook 

contains of material that would be learnt by the students. The materials are 

organized well. There will be around several topics. Those topics are 

divided into two; the first semester and the second semester. Each topic or 

chapter has several activities and tasks related to the topic. 

Teachers and students usually use textbook as guidance. Teachers 

will give the material according to the textbook. Teachers also can add 
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some improvements for the learning activity. Before teachers ask students 

to do the exercises provided in the textbook, teachers will give the students 

a brief explanation about what the students should do according to the 

exercises. Textbook provide a lot of information so, students can read by 

themselves in the classroom or in their home. If they find some confusing 

material, they can ask the teacher to give them more explanation in the 

class. Without textbooks, children can spend many of their school hours 

copying content from the blackboard, which severely reduces time for 

engaged learning. (Global Education Monitoring Report, 2016), It is 

absolutely bias the students. They can actually get more explanation or 

further information from the teachers in the class but, most of the time are 

spent for re-writing the material on the blackboard.  

In addition, Textbook has several advantages for the students. First, 

the activities usually help the students easier to understand the topic 

following the instruction in the textbook. On his journal, Wahab (2013) 

mentioned that one  of  the  basic  functions  of  textbooks  is  to  make  the  

existed knowledge available and apparent to the learners in a selected, 

easy and organized way. It means, in stimulating the students to 

understand the material, the instruction and the explanation should be 

interesting, enjoyable, and related to the students’ environment. This 

method will help students catch faster the aim of the material. Second, 

textbook can be used as future reference. Although student cannot 

remember exactly all of the material that have been taught by the teacher, 
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but they still can open the textbook to refresh the memory. Third, student 

can give some additional notes and highlight the main point of the material 

in the textbook.  

Next, textbook is also helpful for the teachers. Teachers can easily 

manage the course of teaching in order to focus on the certain topic. First, 

teachers do not need to design the new material by themselves because all 

the materials have been provided in the textbook. Second, teachers just 

need to improve or give the additional activity if all of the activities in the 

textbook have done.  

In contrast, without textbook, students and teachers will find a lot 

of difficulties. Teachers will be difficult to manage the course. Students 

will get the same material according to the syllabus but, it depends on how 

the teachers deliver the material. It will be harder for the students to catch 

the aim of the material. Besides, based on previous research about the 

effect of using textbook for high school student in Lampung Timur, 

Supriyo (2015) stated that the average of students learning achievement in 

the sampled class before they use textbook is only 49,58.  After students 

used textbook, the average of students learning achievement raised to 

70,95. Therefore, it is concluded that the learning process is not interesting 

without textbook. Also, compared to learn with textbook, students who are 

not using textbook are slower to master the material that have been given 

to them.   
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A good textbook is very important since textbook is needed for the 

students and the teachers. It has so many criteria for becoming a good 

textbook. As one of criteria, Cheng (2011) argued that prior in selecting a 

textbook, educators should thoroughly examine the program curriculum. If 

the goals and curriculum of the program are clear and well defined, the 

parallels with certain textbooks may become obvious. It means an 

appropriate English textbook should be adjusted with the curriculum in the 

certain country. In this case, the curriculum which used in Indonesia is 

Curriculum of 2013. Besides, some of criteria of good textbook according 

to Mukundan and Nimehchisalem (2012) are textbook content should be 

suited with syllabus, the tasks is made from the simple one to the complex 

one, the texts are interesting, and many others. Therefore, in determining a 

certain English textbook is appropriate or not, we need to evaluate and 

prove it. 

Rynanta (2013) has evaluated a textbook entitled “English in 

Mind” published by Cambridge University Press. The result showed that 

the textbook has completed the 79.86 % criteria of good textbook. She 

used eight criteria of a good EFL textbook adapted from Sheldon (1998). 

The criteria have been suitable with the material based on standard of 

content 2006. However, the curriculum has changed today. It is Kurikulum 

2013. The standard of content must be changed too. The students’ needs in 

different school must be different. The textbook should be evaluated to 

check whether it is suitable for the students or not. For this reason, the 
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researcher attempts to analyze the English textbook for the second year of 

junior high school students published by Indonesian Ministry of Education 

and Culture by using textbook evaluation checklist constructed by 

Jayakaran Mukundan. 

1.2 Research Problem 

Based on the research background above, the researcher attempts to decide 

the problem as follows: 

What is the content’s quality of English textbook published by Indonesian 

Ministry of Education and Culture for second year students of junior high 

school? 

1.3 Research Purpose 

Based on the research problem above, the purpose of the study is:  

To know the content’s quality of English textbook published by 

Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture for second year students of 

junior high school. 

1.4 Research Significance 

The result of this research is supposed to give advantages for two 

parties. First, English teachers in Indonesia will be easy to determine the 

activities, tasks, exercises, and supplementary material that should be 

added. By evaluating the textbook, English teachers will give the suitable 

and applicable material for their students. Second, students will be helped 

to understand the material easily because they get an appropriate textbook 

for their level. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation  

The research is focused on analysis of the content’s quality of the 

English textbook “When English Rings a Bell” revised on 2017 for second 

year or eight grade students of Junior High School published by 

Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture. Furthermore, in 

determining the content’s quality of the textbook, the researcher used 

textbook evaluation checklist by Mukundan and Kalajahi (2013).  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In evading misunderstanding of the research purpose, the researcher tries 

to define some crucial terms as follows: 

Textbook is guidance for school which contains of some materials about 

belief, behavior, and capability in mastering knowledge, technology, 

aesthetic, and health which are compiled based on national education 

standard (Ministry of Nasional Education in Indonesia based on the law of 

republic of Indonesia No.11/2005). 

Quality is content that is reflected in relevant curricula and materials for 

the acquisition of basic skill, especially in the areas of literacy, numeracy 

and skills for life, and knowledge in such areas as gender, health, nutrition, 

HIV/AIDS prevention and peace (Unesco, 2000).  

An evaluation checklist is an instrument that provides the evaluator with a 

list of features of successful learning-teaching materials (Mukundan and 

Nimehchisalem,2012)
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