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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

The researcher explains the research method in this chapter. Furthermore, 

the researcher also clarifies the subject of the research, data collection, and data 

analysis. 

3.1. Research Design 

To measure the reading habit of English Language Education Department 

Students, the researcher employs survey research. According to Ary, et. al. 

(2010), survey research is conducted to ask questions about peoples’ beliefs, 

opinions, and behavior. Survey research provides wide data sources in studies of 

education. The data from survey research can be done to shape and plan policy 

setting in the specific area. Furthermore, survey research is conducted to measure 

associations between the respondents’ characteristic, such as: gender, education, 

and social class, toward an issue. Therefore, it is suitable to conduct survey 

research to measure the reading habit of English Language Education Department 

Students.  

Furthermore, according to Latief (2012), survey research is usually used to 

describe opinion, attitude, preferences, and perceptions of people of interest to the 

researcher. Survey research usually uses random sampling because it provides 

representation of the whole population. Furthermore, the instruments used in the 

survey research are questionnaire, interview, and observation.  

According to Ary, et. al. (2010), there are two types of survey based on the 

time dimension. First, it is longitudinal survey, which is a survey conducted 
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across the time. Second, it is cross-sectional survey, which is a survey conducted 

at one point of time. This survey belongs to cross-sectional survey, since, the 

researcher conducted at one point if a time.  

3.2. Population and Sample 

The researcher conducts the research on the students of English Language 

Education Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Therefore, the 

population of the study is the entire students of English Language Education 

Department from the first semester to the seventh semester. There are 843 

students registered in the English Language Education Department from the first 

to seventh semester. There are a total of 13 classes that consist of 4 classes in the 

first semester, 5 classes in the third semester and 4 classes in the fifth semester. 

Latief (2012) stated that the target population is usually impossible to reach. 

Therefore, the researcher needs to limit the population into sample or a smaller 

number of the population.  

Ary, et. al. (2010) stated that there are two methods in sampling. The first 

is probability sampling involves sample selection in which the elements are drawn 

by chance procedures. The main characteristic of probability sampling is that 

every member or element in the population has a chance of being selected. The 

second is non-probability sampling. It is a method of selection which the elements 

are not chosen randomly. Non-probability sampling relies on the knowledge, 

expertise, and judgment of the researcher.  

The researcher decides to use probability sampling because the researcher 

is to get to know about students reading habit randomly. Furthermore, there are 
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several kinds of probability sampling. There are three types of probability 

sampling: simple random sampling, stratified sampling, cluster sampling, and 

systematic sampling (Ary, et. al.: 2010). The researcher employs simple random 

sampling.  

Simple random sampling is the basic sampling technique where the entire 

population’s member has a chance of being selected (Ary, et. al: 2010). The steps 

in determining the sampling are: first, the researcher defines the population. The 

population means that the population is in a group or class. The class is consisted 

from the first semester to the fifth semester. Thus, it makes 13 classes. Then, the 

researcher lists all the population. From the list, the researcher picks randomly ten 

classes by counting every multiplicity of three. Next, the researcher looks for the 

chosen class’ schedule. Finally, in the chosen class, the researcher distributes ten 

questionnaires to the students randomly. Thus, there is a possibility that every 

member of the population participates in the research. According to Ary, et. al. 

(2010), size does not guarantee accuracy. The important thing of sample is its 

representativeness. Thus, the researcher distributes the questionnaire to a hundred 

respondents.  

3.3. Data Collection 

In this sub-chapter, the researcher explains about the technique and 

instrument to collect the data. Besides, the researcher also explains about the 

procedure in collecting the data. The explanation is as follows.  

1.3.1. Technique and Instrument 
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The technique in collecting the data is survey. Since, the researcher wants 

to know the reading habit of English Language Education Department students. 

Survey is used to measure the behavior or habit of people toward an issue (Ary, 

et. al.: 2010).  

Meanwhile, the instrument used is questionnaire. Latief (2012) stated that 

questionnaire is a written instrument consisting of questions to be answered or 

statements to be responded by the subject. Questionnaire can be used to get 

factual information about opinion toward an issue. The advantages of using 

questionnaire are: it is easy to fill out, takes little time, easy to tabulate and 

analyze.  

The questionnaire is directly administered. It means that the researcher 

gives the questionnaire to a group of people that are assembled at a certain place 

and time. The advantage of this type of questionnaire is that the response rate, 

which is nearly 100%. This type of questionnaire usually has low cost and the 

researcher is present to help the subject.  

The questionnaire is taken from Iftanti (2012). Questionnaire may be 

selected from available sources usually from previous related research (Latief, 

2012). According to the research problem in chapter I, the researcher wants to 

know the English Language Education Department students’ reading habit and the 

purpose of reading an English text. Therefore, the questionnaire should measure 

both part. The questionnaire from Iftanti (2012) measure both part.  

The questionnaire has 7 categories and 30 items. The questionnaire is also 

equipped with 2 kinds of responses, multiple choice and 5 points Likert-scale. The 
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categories that have multiple choices are: the amounts of reading practice, the 

length of time have reading habit, the type of text read, and the numbers of books 

read. In this section, the subject only has to choose one option. Furthermore, the 

rest of the questionnaire, 26 questions, has Likert-scale option. The Likert-scale is 

between 1 and 5. Scale 1 is “strongly disagree”. Scale 2 is for “disagree”. Scale 3 

is “neutral”. Scale 4 is for “agree”. Scale 5 means “strongly agree”.  

3.3.2. Procedure 

In this section, the researcher explains the steps to collect the data. This 

section describes how the data is collected chronologically.  

1. Asking the schedule of the entire English Language Education 

Department students to the staff. This step is done to list all the 

population. 

2. Sorting the class based on the academic year. The researcher sorts the 

class to determine the sample.  

3. Selecting randomly the class for each academic year by using lottery. 

4. Coming to the selected classes. 

5. Giving the questionnaire to the students randomly. 

3.4. Data Analysis 

The data obtained from the questionnaire will be: 

1. Classified based on the categories of questions. 

2. Coded based on the subject’s response into numerical form. 

3. Made the data into percentage. 

4. Presented the data in a form of chart or graphic. 


