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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

 Following chapter two, this chapter would explore the present study 

research method in finding some information required. In this chapter, the 

researcher would like to explain research design, research object, data collection, 

and data analysis. Each section would be presented as below.  

 

3.1 Research Design 

  In doing research, there are steps and procedure that the researcher should 

follow. They also need research design to guide them in produce the result. 

Creswell (2012) state that researcher could choose what research design they 

should use from their research problem.  

According to Creswell (2014) there are three approaches in research, 

namely qualitative, quantitative, and mixed method. The research approach used 

in present study was qualitative approach because Bricki & Green (2007) said that 

qualitative approach is usually used to answer question “how”, “what”, and 

“why”. Then, Ary et al (2010) adds that qualitative research is used for descriptive 

rather than numeric. In addition, qualitative is used to describe the problem faced 

by the students while composing argumentative text and the solutions proposed by 

the teachers. 

 

3.2 Research Subjects 

 As qualitative research was used in the present study, purposive sampling 

was used to choose the research subject. Lopez & Whitehead (2013) states that 
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purposive sampling used in choosing the research subjects according to the 

criteria that is relevant to the research problems. Based on the research problems, 

the researcher wanted to investigate students’ problems in composing 

argumentative text in writing IV class. Therefore, the students were chosen based 

on their weak performance as their score between 75-79,4. The researcher choose 

Writing VIA Class because of the data availability.  

The subjects of this research were five students and one Writing IV 

teacher from English Language and Education Department University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. They were all five women in the same class which is 

Writing IVA class in the academic year 2017/2018. The teacher is a lecturer in 

English Language and Education Department University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang. The teacher was chosen because the teacher taught those five students.  

The data score of the students was obtained from the teacher.  

 

3.3 Data Collection 

 The data collection of the present study will be described below: 

3.3.1 Technique and Instrument 

 In this study, the researcher used two instruments to collect the data, 

namely document and interview guide.  

3.3.1.1 Document 

According to Ary et al (2010) documents are used to get deeper 

information about the subject. The documents here means a written, physical, and 

visual materials. The document used in the present study was the Writing IV final 

task of the students which is argumentative text made by the students. It was 
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needed since linguistic problems could only be identified by analyzing the text 

itself. The total of the document were five documents. The documents were 

obtained from the teacher. 

3.3.1.2 Interview Guide 

In qualitative research, interview guide is used to dig information from the 

subject orally (Hatch, 2002). The type of the interview used was semi-structured 

interview. It is when the formulated questions could be changed during the 

interview session (Ary., et al, 2010). The interview was recorded in order to know 

the students’ problem and solutions proposed by the teacher. Five students were 

interviewed to know the students’ linguistic, psychology and cognitive problems. 

In addition, one teacher also interviewed to know the solutions proposed by the 

teacher. All of the interview was in the form of voice recording. 

3.3.2 Procedure 

This section discussed about the activities dealing with collecting the data. 

In this study, the researcher used document analysis and interview guide. The 

procedures of collecting the data are explained as below: 

1. The researcher collected the final task of writing IV of the students 

2. The researcher prepared the questions for the interview 

3. The researcher interviewed the students for the psychological and cognitive 

problems 

4. The researcher interviewed the teacher for the solutions proposed through 

video call and recorded it 
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3.4 Data Analysis 

The next step after the researcher collected the data was analyzing the data. 

The researcher has some steps in analyzing the data, they were: 

1. Identified the linguistic problem found in the writing IV final task of the

students

2. Analyzed the linguistic problems that the researcher found in the document

3. Transcribed the data of the students’ interview

4. Identified the psychology and cognitive problems that they explained in the

interview

5. Analyzed the problems that the researcher found in the interview session

6. Transcribed the data of the teacher’s interview

7. Identifed the solutions proposed by the teacher in the interview

8. Analyzed the solutions proposed by the teacher

9. Draw conclusion

Those are all of procedures that was conducted by the researcher in this 

present study.  




