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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 This chapter is presented to review the literature related to the study. It is 

academic writing, argumentative text, the process of writing argumentative essay 

and problems in writing argumentative essay. 

 

2.1 Academic Writing 

Academic writing is a writing activity that is done while one is studying in 

an institution (Oshima & Hogue, 2007). It is not the kind of writing that is done as 

one’s freewill. Academic writing is more complex and Murray & Moore (2006) 

said, it could make the one who doing it is under pressure. According to Oshima 

& Hogue (2007), there are rules in writing an academic paper and the language 

used should be formal, it makes academic writing is hard to do. However, the 

career development of an academic person could depend on one’s writing, for 

example, the need of paper to accomplish their degree. 

There are many purposes of academic writing, but the certain purposes is 

to deal with assignments that was given by the instructor (Fulwiler, 2002), for 

example, academic paper is needed by scholar to accomplish certain subject. 

However, it is still depends of what kind of text that one’s write. There are many 

kinds of text in writing, such as argumentative, descriptive, narrative, etc. Each of 

them has different function. For example, descriptive is used as describe things, 

animal, person, building, thing, while narrative is used to tell fiction story. In the 

academic writing, the most important kind of text that shoud be known by the 
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students is argumentative text (Hillocks, 2010). Because in the academic world, 

argumentative text is used in writing journals, essay, or thesis. 

2.2 Argumentative Text 

Argumentative text is a kind of a text that discuss about crucial things in 

daily life and the purpose of the writer is not only convey people the claim of the 

writer but also proof that the essay is true (Oktoma, 2014). Writing argumentative 

essay is a crucial thing for academic students. It is because argumentative is the 

kind of text that is usually used in academic writing (Hillocks, 2010). However, 

argumentative is the hardest kind of text to write (Ferretti et al, 2007 as cited in 

Hasani, 2016) because it should be supported by strong arguments. In the other 

hand, Hasani (2016) argue that students could not state their arguments well 

because they are not common with that kind of work and they have less 

background knowledge to support their topic. In the end, they will not state their 

arguments clearly in their essay.  

A good argumentative essay is the one that could conveyed people into the 

argumentation that is brought by the writer, because according to Henry & 

Roseberry (1997) the function of argumentative itself is to argue about their 

opinion and support it (as cited in Amogne, 2013). Beside successfully convey the 

reader, an essay better be well-organized. Folse (1999 as cited in Oktoma, 2014) 

state that the organization of argumentative text should be: 

1. Introduction 

a. Hook 

b. Thesis statement 
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2. Body 

a. Paragraph 2 (pro argument 1) 

b. Paragraph 3 (pro argument 2) 

c. Paragraph 4 (pro argument 3) 

d. Counter-argument and refutation 

3. Conclusion (restated thesis statement)  

2.3 The Process of Writing Argumentative Essay  

 Writing is not something instant to do. It has process to go through before 

someone could produce a good essay. According to Fulwiler (2002), there are five 

stages in writing argumentative essay, namely exploring, drafting, researching, 

revising, and editing. 

2.3.1 Exploring 

  Before choosing the right topic, the writer should know what the 

purpose of the essay that they write. After knowing the purpose of the writing, 

they could start to search the right topic to write. In the other words, this step is 

planning of what they want to write later (Fulwiler, 2002). As Grenville (2001) 

said, ideas will not magically pop up on a blank paper, so the writer could collect 

ideas from different places and then combine them. The writer could do one of the 

technique of prewriting which is listing (Oshima & Hogue, 2007). It will help a 

lot the writer to choose a topic. 

2.3.2 Drafting 

  Before drafting, the students could make an outline first, as well as 

sub lists. Fulwiler (2002) argues that make an outline could help organize their 
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topic and prevent it become too broad. So, when drafting, they could keep with 

the organization that they already prepared in the outline. In this step, the students 

no need to worry about the grammar. The important thing is they write down their 

ideas. 

2.3.3 Researching 

  In this step, the students do a research for references. Those 

references will give life to their essay and develop it (Grenville, 2001). Moreover, 

if they add strong quotation, their essay will get stronger (Fulwiler, 2002) When it 

comes to argumentative essay, this step is really important. In other words, it is 

almost impossible not to do a research when the students are writing 

argumentative essay. Researching could be done by reading as much as they can 

in a library as well as surfing in the internet. 

2.3.4 Revising 

  As the researcher said in the beginning of writing argumentative 

process, writing is not an instant activity. The students cannot expect their writing 

is good when they only write once. More drafts means better essay. In this step, 

students could ask their friends to read proof their essay. In proofreading, the 

students could do a peer feedback. It was believed that peer feedback from the 

other students gives more perspectives in their works (Yastıbaş & Yastıbaş, 

2015). 

2.3.5 Editing 

  Editing is done to recheck students’ essay. The whole essay should 

be checked, from the content and all of the linguistic aspects. The students correct 



10 
 

about their grammar, sentence structure, spelling, and punctuation (Oshima & 

Hogue, 2006). Wyrick (2013) suggests the writer to check every aspects different 

time, do not check all of the aspects at the same time because the writer could 

miss few important parts. It is the final step of the process, or it could be called as 

writing the final copy of the essay.  

 

2.4 Problems in Writing Argumentative Essay 

 There are reasons why writing is a difficult thing to do. In the problems in 

writing argumentative essay, the researcher used a theory from Byrne as he 

describes there are three problem aspects in writing. According to Byrne (1988), 

problems that are usually faced by writers when they are writing are psychological 

problem, linguistics problem, and cognitive problem. Those three problems will 

be described as follows: 

2.4.1 Psychological Problem 

 In the psychological prblem, Byrne (1988) stated that writing is difficult 

because we are not facing our interlocutor and getting feedback directly like when 

we are speaking. When we are talking to someone, our interlocutor feels our 

emotion directly through what we discuss or what we talk about. They can see our 

excitement, joy, or sadness directly. It means that psychological problems concern 

to the writer’s emotion. Moreover, it also deals with how the mind constructs a 

language to become a sentence. In the other words, it is how to express their idea 

into written form. Because when it comes to writing, we should make the readers 

understand to what we feel or what we going deliver to them through our writing.  
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2.4.2 Linguistics Problem 

 In writing, Byrne (1988) states that we have to make the reader 

understands the idea we delivered through our words. That is why, we have to 

choose our words carefully. Linguistic features of writing is the key to make our 

essay understandable and sophisticated. It will be described more detail below: 

2.4.2.1 Grammar 

 Grammar deals with the wrong usage of part of speech (Pescante-Malimas 

& Samson, 2017). It includes tenses, prepositions, agreement, word order, articles, 

pronouns, and other parts of speech. Grammar was the one of the biggest issue 

faced by Indonesian students (Megaiab, 2014 as cited in Ariyanti, 2016) because 

the native language of Indonesian students keep meddling while they are learning 

English. It made them produce a sentence that was very Indonesian-like.  

2.4.2.2 Sentence structure 

 As (McWhorter, 2006) defines, sentence structure is dealing with sentence 

fragments, run-on sentences and comma splices, subject-verb agreement, shifts 

and mixed constructions, and misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

2.4.2.3 Spelling  

 McWhorter (2006) divided spelling as capitalization, abbreviations, 

numbers, italics and underlining, hyphens, and spelling. 

2.4.2.4 Punctuation 

 Punctuation deals with commas, semicolons, colons, end punctuation, 

quotation marks, ellipsis marks, apostrophes, parentheses and brackets, and 

dashes (McWhorter, 2006). 
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2.4.3 Cognitive Problem 

 Before the students start to compose an essay, we should know what the 

topic that the students want to discuss. So, the students should have a background 

knowledge of the topic that they want to write. As Byrne (1988:4-5) states, we 

usually write about the topic that we want to write and it usually preference from 

ourselves.  It means, before the students write an essay, they should enrich their 

knowledge of the topic. Moreover, the idea should be organized and linked to the 

topic. Not only that, but the sentences in our essay also should be sequenced and 

linked, so it can be well interpreted by the readers (Byrne, 1988). 

 

2.5 Solutions of the Students’ Problems 

 Wulandari (2013) proposed solution to the students who has problems in 

writing such as: 

1. The students should have a high motivation to write 

2. Read a lot of sources 

3. Learn more about grammar and vocabulary 

4. Do outlining, because it will help to organize the ideas 

5. The students should know what is the interesting topic for them, it makes 

them easier to write. 

6. Learn the vocabulary related to the topic 

7. The students should know the organization of the essay    
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On the other hand, Alfaki (2015) also has a recommendation the things 

that the students can do to avoid the problems, they are: 

1. The students should read a lot, because reading will increase their knowledge

of vocabulary and grammar structures

2. Use free writing as their excercise, because writing skill could only increased

by practice

3. The students could taking note to generate their ideas

4. When the students experiences writer’s block, they should not be panic

because it is ver normal. Therefore, what they can do is they should go

through it and break it.




