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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Research Background 

 “Language is used to express idea, feeling and emotion, which are 

represented in the spoken or written form” Hornby (1986). In language there 

are two kinds of meaning, explicit and implicit meaning. Bull (2008) wrote that 

explicit meaning is the message that is directly and clearly stated in the text, 

while implicit meaning is  the message that is not expressively stated in the 

text, such as figurative language. 

 Figurative language has been widely examined by linguist in the study of 

literature in recent years. It is because figurative language has the essence of style 

and beauty. Figurative language is using figures of speech to be more effective, 

persuasive and impactful. According to Holman and Harmon (1986) figurative 

language is intentional departure from the normal order, construction or 

meaning of words to gain strengh and freshness of expression, to create 

pictorial effect, to describe by analogy or to discover and to illustrate 

similarities in other wise dissimilar things. Figurative language is used in any 

form of communication such as film, social media, song, novel or poem. As we 

know, figurative language has several types such as metaphor, personification, 

hyperbole, simile, imagery, simile, sarcasm and many others. 

 Music or song is the popular language in the world. Music or song consist 

of lyric, stanza, rythm, theme, figurative language, meaning and message, John 

Dreyden (2005).Song is a short piece of music with words. Song lyric is an 
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expression of something which is seen, heard or experienced. Song lyrics has 

many connotations meaning. Many people listen to the song to represent their 

feeling at that time. For example when sad we like to listen mellow song or 

when we happy usually we prefer dance song that can make our body more 

energic. Every song has many messages and need to analyze the meaning of 

the song to understand the song.Listen a song is enjoyable activity, but the 

listeners better understand about the figurative language that commonly found 

in the song. Song usually consists of figurative language since the figurative 

language is used in the lyric that is written well. 

 Considering those points above, the researcher chooses the figurative 

language especially of Katy Perry’s song as the topic of disscusion in this 

thesis.Katheryn Elizabeth Hudson (born October 25, 1984), known 

professionally as Katy Perry, is an American singer and songwriter.Perry rose 

to fame in 2008.Her popular song in 2017 is “Chained To The Rythm”. The 

single was officially released February 10, 2017 receiving radio throughApple 

Music’s Beats 1 Station the night before, Fandom (2017). Perry said the song 

represents political/mental liberation. This song broke a Spotify record for the 

most first day streams for female artist in the United States with 3,062,293 

streams, Nick Romano (2017). This song isfull of meaning. That is why the 

writer interested in analyzing this song. 

 

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the explanation above, the writer formulates the research 

problem as follows : 
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1. What kinds of figurative language are found in the lyric of “Chained 

To The Rythm”? 

2. What is the meaning of each figurative language in the lyric of 

“Chained To The Rythm”? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the statement mentioned previously, the research objectives are 

stated as follows : 

1. To find out the kind of figurative language found in the lyric of 

“Chained To The Rythm”. 

2. To find out the meaning of each figurative language found in lyric of 

“Chained To The Rythm”. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This research is focused on the figurative language that found in the Katy 

Perry’s song. More specifically, it is focused on kinds of figurative language 

and meanings of figurative language. This study is limited to Katy Perry’s song 

with title song is “Chained To The Rythm”. 

 

1.5 Research Significance 

The researcher hopes this thesis be useful for anyone whoare interested in 

literary works, especially the lyrics of song to know further about figurative 

language, its meaning, and the writer expected this thesis can be used by poetry’s 

students as a reference to know kinds of figurative language and then  improve their 

vocabulary and also knowing  how to use figurative language correctly 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding of the key terms that are used in this 

study, the researcher would like to define them as follows : 

1. Figurative language is intentional departure from normal order,

construction or meaning of words in order to gain strenght and

freshness of expression, to create a pictorial effect, to describe by

analogy, or to discover and ilustrate similarities in otherwise dissimilar

things. Holman and Harmon (1986)

2. Lyric is a brief, often musical expression of the speaker’s emotional.

Macmilan (1984)

3. Song is a piece of music with words for singing. Longman (1992)




