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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter explores some literature or theories which are allied with this 

research. They are learning strategies, the importance of learning strategies, the 

classification of strategies, vocabulary, and a high achiever. 

 

2.1 Learning Strategies  

 Generally, learning means the process of acquiring a knowledge or skill by 

studying, practicing, or experiencing. In term of psychology, as a result of 

experience, learning is able to change a behavior in which relatively lasting. 

According to Brown (2007:8), there are some components of definitions of 

learning; learning is acquisition, information and skill storage, being active, 

sensible focus, relatively permanent, involves some practices, behavior changing, 

and storage system, memory, and also cognitive organization. 

 Meanwhile, as stated by Chamot (2005) in Brown (2007), strategies can be 

defined as procedures which alleviate a learning task. Brown (2007:119) defined 

strategy as a specific way that can be employed to approach a task or problem, 

modes to achieve a particular end and a design for controlling particular 

information. In other words, a strategy is an action that is used to achieve a 

success or accomplish objectives. In learning, strategies can be described as the 

tool to gain the goals of the learning process. 
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 Therefore, it can be concluded that learning strategies are the learner's way 

or the approaches that are used to achieve the objective of learning or assist the 

learning process. 

 

2.1.1  The Importance of Learning Strategies 

   Oxford (1990:8) explained in her book that the learning strategies are 

used by learners in order to help them acquire, store, retrieve, and use the 

information. In other words, the use of a learning strategy can facilitate the 

learners to achieve the goal or the academic objective. Learners can employ a 

certain strategy in a learning process to make learning easier, more effective, and 

more enjoyable. Learning strategies are thoughts or behavior which can be used 

by learners to comprehend, learn, or retain new information. (O’Malley and 

Chamot, 1995:1). Therefore, the learning strategy is needed in the learning 

process. It can assist the learner to enhance or improve their abilities in learning.  

2.2 Classification of Strategies 

 There are several types of learning strategies that can be chosen by the 

learners. Oxford (1990:37) has different learning strategies taxonomy as follows. 

There are direct strategies and indirect strategies. Direct strategy means that it 

directly involved with the target language. The group of direct strategies is 

memory strategy, cognitive strategy, and compensation strategy.  

Memory strategies assist learners in storing and obtain new knowledge, It 

involves grouping, associating or relating a piece of information to another, 

placing new words into a context, using imagery, using keywords, representing                            
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sounds in memory, structured reviewing, using physical response or sensation, 

and using mechanical techniques. 

In cognitive strategies practicing strategies is among the most important 

strategies. The cognitive strategies involve practicing, receiving and sending 

messages, analyzing and reasoning, taking notes, summarizing, and highlighting. 

Then, the last strategies of direct strategies are compensation strategies. 

Compensation strategies are aimed to form enough supply of grammar, especially 

vocabulary. It consists of guessing intelligently in listening and reading and 

overcoming limitations in speaking and writing.  

Guessing intelligently refers to two different types of clues: linguistic and 

nonlinguistic. Linguistic clues may come from grammar, vocabulary, or other 

language elements. In contrast, the nonlinguistic clues can be identified by the 

knowledge of the context, situation, text structure, individual relationship, topic, 

or general world knowledge. 

Meanwhile, there are several strategies can be used for overcoming 

limitations in speaking and writing. The learners may switch to the mother tongue, 

asking someone for help, using physical motion, avoiding communication 

partially or totally, choosing the kind of topic of conversation, making the 

message or idea simpler, making up new words, using circumlocution or 

synonym: getting the meaning by describing. 

Moreover, the indirect strategies support language learning without 

directly involving the target language. The strategies are divided into three: 

metacognitive, affective, and social.  
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In metacognitive strategies, the learners allow to make their own 

understanding using centering, arranging, planning and evaluating.  For centering 

the material the learners able to apply some of the strategies which are associating 

with an already known material, paying attention to language learning task, and 

delaying speech production to focus on listening. For planning to get the most out 

the learning material the learners can use several strategies such as finding out 

about language learning, organizing the schedule and the environment, setting 

goals and objectives, deciding the purpose of typical language task involving the 

four English skills, planning for a task, finding the time to practice. In evaluating 

the planning, the learners can evaluate themselves by using strategies which are 

included observing and learning from errors and evaluating the learners' overall 

progress. 

 Affective strategies support the learners in term of emotion, motivations, 

and attitudes. The affective strategies can be identified by lowering the anxiety, 

encouraging themselves, and taking the emotional temperature. Lowering the 

anxiety means while learning the learners may using progressive relaxation, deep 

breathing, or meditation, listening to relaxing music, or even using laughter to 

relax.  During learning, self-encouraging is also important. The self-

encouragement can be done by saying some positive statements, pushing 

themselves to take the risks wisely, and rewarding themselves. Last, by taking the 

emotional temperature, the learning strategies which can be done are by paying 

attention to signals given by the body, using a checklist, writing diary or journal, 

or talking with another person. 
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Lastly, the indirect strategies which are explained by Oxford (1990) are 

about social strategies. Social strategies assist students to learn through interaction 

with others. There are three sets of social strategies, such as asking questions, 

cooperating with others, and empathizing with others.   

In learning the language, the students may ask someone, whether it is 

others, teacher, or even native for clarification, verification, or asking someone for 

correction during a conversation. Also, in learning to cooperate with partners or 

working with native speakers not only improves learners' language performance 

but also increase self-esteem and social acceptance. The next set of social 

strategies which is empathizing with others can be developed by trying to learn 

through others' culture and observing others' behavior. 

  

2.3 Vocabulary 

 Vocabulary means the number of words which are needed to convey ideas 

and utter the speaker’s meaning. (Alqahtani, 2015). It is one of the English 

language components that support the speaking, reading, writing, and listening 

skill. Even by mastering the grammatical form, the learner will not be able to 

communicate in a foreign language without mastering the vocabulary. Therefore, 

having a large vocabulary will help the learners to express the idea precisely when 

communicate.  
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Language and vocabulary will always evolve that is what makes 

determining the exact number of words in English is difficult. Based on the Second 

Edition of the 20 volume Oxford English Dictionary, there are 171,476 words in usual                                              

use and 47,156 words which are no longer used. Because of that much number of 

vocabulary, it will be quite hard for learners to master and use all the English 

vocabulary in communicating in English or studying English material. In Nation 

(2000:265), the number of words that are needed by the reader to comfortably 

read and comprehend the un-simplified text is 3.000 words minimum. Meanwhile, 

to be able to write an essay, it takes about 2.000 to 3.000 vocabulary added with a 

number of academic words or written material related to the aim of the writing.  

All in all, it is very important to learn and understand vocabulary in 

learning English language, because by learning, understanding, and memorizing 

the vocabulary of English language, the students are expected to apply the 

vocabulary in speaking, communicating, or comprehending a text. 

 

2.4 High Achiever 

 According to Burrow, J, et.al (2012), high achiever students can be 

identified succinctly by his or her strong Grade Point Average (GPA). The GPA 

determines the standardized way for a college to evaluate the student’s academic 

virtue. According to chancellor's decision on academic regulations (number 15 

2010), the accumulative grade point average divided into three; satisfactory with 

2.00-2.75 GPA, very satisfactory with 2.76-3.50 GPA, and cum laude with 3.51 – 

4.00 GPA .  Therefore, the researcher conceives that the students who have strong 
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or high GPA are those who are included in a cum laude group. As also stated in 

English for Spesific Purposes (ESP) Transcript, qualification of cum laude can be 

achieved if the student has 3.51 or higher GPA. Besides, the students who perform 

well in school and have high academic achievement also considered as students 

who are high achieving in learning. (Zohar et.al, 2001). Moreover, the high 

achievers have better study orientation, have study habits, and attitude. (Sarwar 

et.al, 2009).  

Based on the explanation above, the researcher indicates that the high 

achiever students can be seen by his or her well performance in the class along 

with the good high academic achievement or GPA score. Also, the high achiever 

students have other typical orientation, study habits, and attitude compared to the 

low achiever students. 
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