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         CHAPTER I 

   INTRODUCTION 

 

 In this chapter, the researcher displays some of the essential sub-topics 

which are research background, research problems, research objectives, scope and 

limitation, research significance, and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Research Background 

 

 Along with the advance of the era into the era of globalization, English as 

an international language helps us in touch with the other side of the world. 

Therefore, in Indonesia, all students are expected to master English language very 

well. To master English language well, learners should learn English language 

basic skills and also the components. According to Oxford (1990), generally, 

English language skills are divided into four modalities; receptive skills (listening 

and reading), and productive skills (speaking and writing). The components of 

English language include phonology, pragmatics, semantics, and syntax. These 

components are known as grammar, pronunciation, and vocabulary.  

Meanwhile, vocabulary is one of important English language components 

that learners need to learn properly. As stated by Alqahtani (2015), vocabulary 

means the number of words which are needed to convey ideas and utter the 

meaning of the speaker's substance. Vocabulary is essential to English language 

because without having a sufficient vocabulary, the learners will have a difficulty 

in understanding others’ mean or expressing their ideas. Therefore, the use of                             
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strategy in learning vocabulary is an important thing in order to assist student’s 

vocabulary mastery. 

 The use of strategy in learning vocabulary is significant for both learners 

and teachers. For the teacher, the use of strategy can facilitate and stimulate the 

interests of students' in learning English. In addition, Leeke and Shaw (in 

Hashemi and Hadavi (2014)) emphasized that having an effective strategy in 

learning vocabulary is very important for learners. The learners will be more 

interested in learning because they can choose the learning strategy that suits 

them.  O'Malley and Chamot (in Hardan (2013)) defined strategies are the thought 

and behavior that learners use to help them comprehend, learn, or retain 

information. Thus without the strategy, the learners will face difficulties in 

gaining the knowledge or information which they need to learn. According to 

Chamot (in Hashemi and Hadavi (2014)), a strategy is a process which eases the 

task. Therefore, the use of appropriate strategies in learning vocabulary can help 

students master the vocabulary better and faster.  

Kalati (2016) inferred that the aware use of effective techniques to 

understand new information, relate it with the existing data, and then use it 

effectively is defined as learning strategies. In other words, learning strategies 

may help learners overcome the language task difficulties to improve their 

learning. Then, Cameron (in Boonkongsaen (2012)) states that vocabulary 

learning strategy helps the learners to understand and remember vocabulary items. 

In learning English vocabulary, the choice of vocabulary learning strategy 

determines the success of the English vocabulary mastery which will impact on                                                     
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the increase of their communication skills. Based on Brown (2007, p.134) the 

strategies of learning were divided into three; metacognitive, cognitive, and socio-

affective strategies. In the previous research by Waskito (2005) about vocabulary 

learning strategy used by English Language Education Department (ELED) 

students at University of Muhammadiyah Malang (UMM), the cognitive strategy 

becomes the most strategy employed by the students. 

 In learning vocabulary, students may have various strategies used to 

improve their vocabulary. High achievers students are considered as students who 

perform well in school and have a high academic achievement. (Zohar et.al, 

2001). Also, stated in Burrow, J, et.al (2012), high achiever can be identified 

succinctly by his or her strong GPA, which means the students in the class who 

are considered as high achievers can be identified by the GPA score. Moreover, 

Kumalasari (2016) stated in her study which was about learning strategy used by 

high achiever student in fifth semester at English Language Education Department 

that high achiever student is a student who gets high marks or good grades, well-

organized, and become a good motivator for others. Hence, the high achiever 

students who are good in academic and have high GPA score develop their own 

effective and efficient strategies which suit themselves in the learning process to 

acquire better achievement. Based on the explanation above, the researcher 

intended to analyze what the most common learning vocabulary strategy that is 

employed by high achiever students who had GPA score of 3.51 and above. The 

researcher chose to analyze high achiever students in order to make this research                                                              
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as a reference for usual students to employ learning vocabulary strategy as same 

as high achievers students. 

1.2 Research Problems 

1. What is the most common strategy in learning vocabulary employed 

by high achiever students of English Language Education Department 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang?  

2. What are the reasons for high achievers students of English language 

Education Department at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

choosing the learning strategy in learning vocabulary? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

1. To know the most common strategy in learning vocabulary employed 

by high achiever students of English Language Education Department 

at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. To know the reasons why the high achiever students of English 

language Education Department at the University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang choosing the learning strategy in learning vocabulary. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 In this research, the researcher focused on the strategies used by the high 

achiever students of ELED of UMM in learning vocabulary. Because of the 

limited time and energy that the researcher has, this research is limited only to the 

ELED high achiever students in the academic year 2015.  
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1.5  Research Significance 

 The researcher hopes that it gives a significant contribution to anybody 

who uses this research. Theoretically, the researcher hopes that this research will 

give the guideline on how to learn and teach language better. Briefly, it is hoped 

that the research is able to give a contribution to the development of teaching and 

learning process, particularly on vocabulary. Moreover, the students can use the 

strategies as the guideline to develop their vocabulary mastery. Practically, the 

researcher hopes that the students would employ the vocabulary learning 

strategies by selecting the appropriate and better way of learning vocabulary. 

Hopefully, by using the suitable strategy in learning vocabulary, they will 

improve their achievement in other English skills too. Then, the lecturer or teacher 

are hoped to find a suitable way of teaching vocabulary for the students.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 To avoid the misinterpretation of key terms used in this research, the 

researcher defines some important terms as follows: 

Strategies as procedures that facilitate a learning task. (Chamot, 2005, as cited in 

Hadavi and Hashemi, 2014). 

Vocabulary means the number of words which are needed to convey ideas and 

utter the speaker's meaning. (Alqahtani, 2015), 
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Learning Strategy is the aware use of effective techniques to understand new 

information, relate it with the existing data, and then use it effectively. (Kalati, 

2016) 

High Achiever can be identified by the good performance in the class along with 

the good high academic achievement or GPA score. In this study, the high 

achievers are identified as students who achieve 3.51 – above as their grade point 

average (GPA) 
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