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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

 Since technology was introduced, it has given great contribution to language 

learning, and it is inseparable from language learning process, moreover in this 

digital era. The use of technology devices such as smartphone, laptop, and computer 

among present generation becomes a necessity and a need for them (V. D. 

Balakrishnan & Puteh, 2014).  In addition, most of the nowadays generation are 

technology revelers that use those technology devices in their daily life, and hard 

to leave it behind. These facts happened in school ages dominantly. Thus, to 

perceive with that cases, the institutions or schools and the stakeholders should be 

aware of combining technology with the materials in the language teaching syllabus 

to make language learning more effective and attractive.  Further, the use of 

technology in language learning can reduce teacher’s talk time in teaching and 

learning process in the classroom, which is not effective to learn language (V. D. 

Balakrishnan & Puteh, 2014).  

In this globalization era, technology develops rapidly and always creates 

attractive innovation. One of the attractive innovations is video blog (Vlog), a mix 

of video and blog, which is booming among nowadays generation (Anil, 2016b; 

Said, 2014). It is a personal diary in term of video and audiovisual shared with 

public trough internet network. The purposes of Vlog activities are for expressing 
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someone ideas and sharing some information with the public through video 

and audiovisual. This activity is one of interesting ways to learn English speaking 

skill outside classroom and make the language learning more attractive towards to 

date generation (Anil, 2016a).   

Vlog facilitates language learners to practice their speaking skill outside the 

classroom (Hung, 2011). They can record their speaking activities in a video format 

and post it on online media such as YouTube, Dropbox, and others, while they can 

evaluate their weakness in that video. Moreover, the teacher can monitor the 

improvement of the learner’s speaking skill outside classroom through their videos. 

Meanwhile, the public can also give their comment and suggestion to enrich the 

content and the quality of that Vlog. This practice can be one of the best ways to 

improve speaking skill outside the classroom and it is needed to cope the recent 

issues that causes the learner lack of complexity, accuracy, fluency (CAF) and 

confidence in their speaking performance. Those recent issues appear when they 

have limited practice time in the classroom which caused by the teachers that focus 

only on completing materials on syllabus instead of improving learner’s speaking 

skill (Anil, 2016b). In addition, most of the second language learners still 

communicate in their mother tongue language instead of using the English language 

in their daily communication. In addition, recent studies state that using Vlog helps 

the language learners improve their language skill specifically in speaking (Anil, 

2016b; Said, 2014; Shih, 2010). 

Recent studies were investigated on the student’s perception to Vlog in 

improving student’s speaking skill with positive results (Anil, 2016b; V. D. 
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Balakrishnan & Puteh, 2014; Smith & Maté, 2010). While empirically 

measurement of the student’s improvement has not been proved and this become 

the gap of this particular research that will be proved specifically on the 

improvement of CAF in students speaking skill. Another gap in this research is the 

Indonesian student’s perception about Vlog in improving speaking skill which only 

a few and limited researchers investigating this gap.  Thus, this research will 

investigate Indonesian students’ perception and statistically seek for evidence of 

the student’s CAF improvement on their speaking skill.  

 

1.2 Research Problem 

1. How is the result of using Vlog on the students’ performance in term of 

Complexity, Accuracy, and Fluency (CAF)?  

2. How is the students’ perception about Vlog in their learning speaking? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1. To analyze students’ performance results in speaking using Vlog in terms 

of their CAF 

2. To explore and determine students’ perception about Vlog in improving 

speaking outside classroom among students 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 This research focuses on the use of Vlog in improving student’s complexity, 

accuracy, and fluency (CAF) in speaking skill. This current research will apply six 
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times Vlog activities which are discussing certain topics in it during data collection 

process. The purpose is to see the improvement of student speaking skill from each 

Vlog activities. Furthermore, the product of Vlog will be posted on YouTube online 

media as a wider online media platform to gain a lot of public viewers.  

This research focuses on analyzing student’s CAF in speaking and students’ 

perception about Vlog in improving their speaking skill. This current research 

adapted Ortega (1999), Ellis (1987), Crookes (1989), Robinson, Ting, and Urwin 

(1995) theories to measure those CAF aspects in every Vlog activities (Foster & 

Skehan, 1996). In addition, the result of this measurement is in form of descriptive 

statistic numbers. Further, the participants of this research are University Students 

consist of male and female. Also, the data are collected from students’ Vlog 

assignment in their class. 

 

1.5 Research Significance 

This research will give many benefits to several stakeholders in the same field to 

this research. Here the significances of this research purposed for:  

1.5.1 Teachers 

Through this research, the second language teachers, mainly for speaking 

teachers will be aware of information about the use of technology in language 

learning specifically in Vlog. Furthermore, this research provides an insight into the 

use of Vlog in improving language skill especially in speaking. They will be aware 

of the constraint of applying Vlog in improving language learning. Moreover, the 

teachers will understand more students’ attitudes toward Vlog.  In addition, the 
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result of this research will offer some information about the effect of applying Vlog 

in improving student speaking skill outside the classroom.   

 

1.5.2 Students 

From this research, students can obtain good information source in order to 

improve their speaking skill using Vlog. Also, this research gives new knowledge 

in making good Vlog to improve their learning. Further, this research gives insight 

into maximizing the use of technology in language learning particularly in 

improving their speaking skill. 

 

1.5.3 Future Researchers 

This current research will give some benefits to the future researchers in the 

same field with this research which analyzes the student’s CAF in speaking. This 

research is expected to  contribute to the measurement of student’s CAF in speaking 

skill that only limited research deals on this gap (Foster & Skehan, 1996; Foster, 

Tonkyn, & Wigglesworth, 2000a). In addition, this current research provides 

information about Indonesian student’s perception in improving their speaking 

using Vlog outside classroom. Further, this research will enrich the findings of the 

use of technology in language learning with the obstacles faced in applying it. 

Finally, this research can be an additional reference for future researchers to report 

their relevant study.  
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1.6 Definitions of Key Terms 

Video Blog 

Vlog, the mix of video and blog, blog itself is an abbreviation of web and 

log, is the new and booming activity that has a lot of benefits for anyone wanting 

to express their opinion or making public diary in the personal life (Anil, 2016b; V. 

D. Balakrishnan & Puteh, 2014; Said, 2014). 

 

Complexity 

In the simple definition complexity is the advanced level in speaking or the 

higher level of speaking which is consisting phrases and complex tenses in a talk 

(Foster & Skehan, 1996).  

 

Accuracy 

In general, accuracy is less or no error in speaking. It includes the use of 

grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation in the language use (Foster & Skehan, 

1996). 

 

Fluency  

Fluency is the ability to deliver long talk with little pauses by filling it with 

talks while the whole is coherent each other with the proper context, imaginative 

and creative in using the language (Moradi & Talebi, 2014). 

 


