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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Following the basic introduction in chapter I, this chapter II discusses some 

reviews of related literature such as teaching English, teaching English at Junior 

High School, vocabulary, the importance of vocabulary, teaching vocabulary, 

techniques of teaching vocabulary, and comic strips. 

2.1 Teaching English 

In Indonesia, teaching English as a foreign language is not easy because it is 

not only teaching about an unfamiliar words or new language, but also a new way 

of thinking, new culture, new sounds, expression and feeling. Harmer (2007:19) 

said, “EFL described situations where students were learning English in order to 

use it with any other English speakers in the world – when the students might be 

tourists or business people.” this means that English as a foreign language has a 

purpose that the students are expert in English they can communicate with other 

people around the world easily. 

According to Brown (2014:8), teaching is setting the conditions of learning 

also providing knowledge to students by showing, helping, guiding and giving 

instruction in order to learn and understand how to do something. This statement 

means that in the process of teaching and learning the teacher ought to espouse the 

learner to learn by supervising, guiding, helping and making a pleasant class for 

them. 

Based on the explanations above, it can be concluded that teaching English is 

not easy even simply. What the teacher will be taught is something new such as 
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language, culture, etc, and their role are guiding, facilitating also understand the 

situation and condition of the class, then know their students’ need to make the 

students are able to understand what the teacher is going to deliver to catch the 

purpose of learning English. That understanding will lead the teacher to determine 

the teaching style, what approach, what good media as well as technique to 

deliver the materials. 

2.2 Teaching English at Junior High School 

How and what we should teach to the students are determined by the age of 

the students. The range of the age of the children in Junior High School is 

between 12 until 18 or so, it is called adolescents or teenagers. In this phase, they 

are in the search of identity, full of curiosity, growth, changing mind and body.  

Junior High School students belong to teenagers. Harmer (2007:81)states that 

in situations of learning, the more effective learners are teenagers. In addition, Ur 

(1996, as cited in Harmer, 2001) suggests, the best language learners are 

teenagers.  

Teaching English to teenage students are different from teaching English to 

young children or adult learners. There are a special set of considerations applies 

for teacher to teaching them.  

Brown (2007:106) mentions some variables of teenagers that must be 

considered by the teacher: 

a. The children around the age of 12 are in a situation in which their 

operational thinking is possible to increase. In other words, teenagers can 

solve problems even a complex problems  by using logical thinking. 



9 
 

b. As the result of intellectual maturation, teenagers have a length of focus or 

attention. Attention spans can be shortened by the many diversions that are 

present in teenagers’ life. 

c. The varieties of sensory input for teenagers are still needed 

d. Self-esteem, ego and self-image are very basic characteristics of teenagers. 

They are also ultrasensitive in how their appearance and how others 

perceive about them. The way to keep teens’ self-esteem is become the 

most important concern for a teacher. 

e. The teens students are more and more becoming increasingly adult like. 

That is why the teacher must be an extra careful in teaching. 

When teaching in teenagers classes, the teacher must have extra patience and 

work. Sometimes teenagers are easy to get bored with the lesson. But if they are 

interested and have a great motivation to learn something, they will pursue it until 

the learning goals are achieved. 

To sum up, a teacher of secondary school students have to pay extra attention, 

because teens are the best language learners. The teacher must design the topic 

which student can  react in teaching and  learning process. One of the good way is 

by choosing interesting and good media for teaching in order to get students’ 

interest and understanding. 

2.3 Vocabulary 

This section discusses about vocabulary. It consists of definition of 

vocabulary and kinds of vocabulary. 
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2.3.1 Definition of Vocabulary 

According to Napa (1991:6), one of the components of language is 

vocabulary, and there is no language that has no words. Furthermore, Diamond 

and Gutlohn (2006), as cited in Alqahtani (2015), said “vocabulary is the 

knowledge of words and word meanings.” 

Hatch and Brown (1995:1) claim that vocabulary is a list or set of words 

which is used by any speakers of language. In addition, Neuman and Dwyer 

(2009:385) state that vocabulary is defined as the words we must know to 

communicate effectively, it is divided into two; expressive vocabulary means the 

words that used in speaking and receptive vocabulary means the words that used 

in listening .  

Based on the definitions above, it can be concluded that vocabulary is the 

list of words which are needed to communicate or express the speakers’ meaning. 

2.3.2 Kinds of Vocabulary 

Thornbury (2002) mentions nine kinds of vocabulary, they are: 

1) Word Classes : it is known as morphology and syntax or well known as parts 

of speech, such as; 

a. nouns   : table, chair, pieces, child, etc. 

b. pronouns  : I, you, ours, them, etc. 

c. verbs  : doing, looking, eating, abandon, etc. 

d. adjectives : beautiful, cute, flawless, pale, etc. 

e. adverb  : up, down, cutely, perfectly, etc. 

f.  prepositions : in, at, for, about, etc. 
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g. conjuction : and, but, or, etc. 

h. determiner : first, every, all, a few, many, its, that, the, etc. 

2) Word Families : this type talks about affixation, it is the ways how new words 

are formed. The process of affixation will be forming different grammatical 

form of a word called inflexions, for example; from root “play” become 

“plays”, “playing”, and “played”. Also a word that results from the addition 

of an affix to a root, and has different meaning from the root is called 

derivatives. For example; from root “play” become “player”, “playful”, and 

“replay”. 

3) Word Formation : in English there are several types of word formation, such 

as: 

a. Compounding: it is the process of combining of two or more 

independent words. Example: second-hand, paperback, and so on. 

b. Blending : two words can be blend to form one new one, for example: 

breakfast + lunch = brunch. 

c. Conversion : it happens when word from one part of speech used as 

another; as in: I always googlee very information I need. Word google 

belong to noun, but in those sentence changed into verb. 

d. Clipping : from long word become new word coined by shortening; 

such as influenza = flu, electronic mail = email, and so on. 

4)  Multi-word units :it called lexical chunks and idioms, for example; “a good 

deal of” means “a lot” , “by the way” it uses to start a conversation or change 

a topic, and “break a leg!” means “good luck”. 
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5) Collocations : it can be concerned with words occur together often in 

unpredictable ways, for example; once again, this time, first time, and so on. 

6) Homonyms : items that means a list of words that have same form but have 

different meaning, such as word like; I like looking ... look like new.  When 

words have same in sound but different in spelt called homophones, such as 

“meet” and “meat”, “tail” and “tale”, etc. There are also list of words that are 

pronounced differently but spelt the same, these are called homographs, for 

example; a live concert, where do you live? 

7) Polysemy : it is the way words often have a number of different meanings, 

such as word “fair”; “she had fair skin” it means she has a white skin, “we 

have a fair size garden” means they have a medium (not too big or small) size 

of garden. 

8) Synonyms and antonyms: synonyms are word that have a similar meaning 

with another words. For example; “old”, “aged”, “elderly” serve as synonym 

of not young or new. Whereas, antonyms are word which has opposite 

meaning with others, such as “dark” is an antonym of “light”. 

9)  Hyponyms : items that serve as specific example of a general concept; such as 

bird  and animals. Bird is a part of animal. 

In addition, there are two kinds of vocabulary based on Hatch and Brown 

(1995) namely receptive and productive vocabulary. 

Haycraft (1978, in Hatch and Brown, 1995:370) stated: 

“Receptive vocabulary is words that the student recognizes and 

understands when they occur in a context, but which he cannot 

produce correctly. Whereas, productive vocabulary is words which 
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the student understands, can pronounce correctly and use 

constructively in speaking and writing.” 

 

Ideally,  all of the kinds of vocabulary above should be known by the teacher. 

By knowing and understanding those kinds of vocabulary, it can help teacher 

takes decision in write syllabus planners and makes proper material for teaching 

vocabulary. 

2.4 The Importance of Vocabulary 

Swan and Walter, as quoted by Thornbury (2002:14), stated that the biggest 

and the most important task faced by learner is vocabulary acquisition. In 

addition, Krashen (1993, as cited in Alqahtani 2015:22), said everywhere students 

travel, they don’t carry grammar books, but dictionaries. 

 Dellar and Hocking, in Thornbury (2002:13), said “If you spend most of 

your time studying grammar, your Englsih will not improve very much. You will 

see most impovement if you learn more words and expressions. You can say very 

little with grammar, but you can say almost anything with words!”. To support 

that statement, Wilkins, in Thornbury (2002:13), claims that people who are not 

proficient in grammar can convey something very little, but people can not 

convey anything at all when they do not have enough vocabulary. 

Those statemets above means that vocabulary is the most important 

component of language that must be mastered. By having enough vocabulary then 

the thought which want to be conveyed can be conveyed easily. 

2.5 TeachingVocabulary 

The main creativity of a teacher when teaching vocabulary is how she gives 

words in context for daily use (Harmer, 2007:229). 
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Carthy (2008), as cited in Rokhayani & Utari (2014), mentions some 

elements which must be considered by the teachers in teaching and learning 

vocabulary: 

a. Composing vocabulary and elements of the words; 

b. Organizing vocabulary of the words; 

c. Using the structure of vocabulary in the higher level e.g. phrase, 

sentence, etc; 

In addition, Seal (1991, in Hatch and Brown 1995:403), said that vocabulary 

teaching is devided into two; planned and unplanned activities. Unplanned 

activities happen when in learning and teaching process the students ask or 

request a meaning of some vocabulary items, or when a teacher realizes there is a 

vocabulary or words that need to be justified. Improvisation on the spot is needed. 

Planned vocabulary teaching refers to condition when the teacher has planned the 

material for learner based on textbook. 

Hatch and Brown (1995:422) state that “The key in all vocabulary teaching is 

to keep motivation high while encouraging students to develop strategies that they 

can continue to use once they leave the classroom”. 

In teaching vocabulary the teacher has to master in the material, also 

understand the students’ characteristics based on students’ age. Then teacher 

should prepare appropriate strategies, up to date techniques, and interesting 

media. Good preparation and high motivation will lead students to master 

vocabulary easily. 
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2.5.1 Techniques of Teaching Vocabulary 

There are several techniques used by teacher concerning the teaching of  

vocabulary. Techniques here mean the way of teachers in teaching. Hatch and 

Brown (1995:415) said there are plentiful approaches, exercises or practice and 

techniques that can be used by teacher for teaching vocabulary. Some teachers 

when teaching vocabulary often feel dilemma when deciding which among those 

various approaches and techniques would be best for their students. This means 

that the technique applied for teaching should be quiet simple and interesting. 

Here are some techniques of teaching vocabulary that can be used by 

teacher as stated by Brewster, Ellis, and Girard (1992), as cited in Alqahtani 

(2015:26): 

1) Using Objects 

Using objects technique includes the use of realia, demonstration and visual 

aids. They help learners in remembering vocabulary better because human 

memory can remember objects and pictures in a reliable way. Using object such 

as visual aids can act as cues for remembering words (Takac, 2008). In addition, 

Gairns & Redman (1986) state that real objects technique is appropriate for young 

learners learning and presenting concrete vocabulary. 

Delivering a new word by using real and concrete object often helps students 

to memorize the words. In learning and teaching activity using objects in the 

classroom or things brought to the classroom can be used. 

2) Drawing 

Drawing objects on the blackboard or whiteboard can be used in showing 

new word. Another way is by drawing objects on flash cards, this letter can be 
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used periodically. They can help young learners memorize, realize and understand 

the main points that they have learned in the classroom easily. 

3) Using Illustrations and Pictures 

There are plenty lists of illustrations pictures includes; posters, flashcards, 

wall charts, magazine pictures, board drawings, stick figures and photographs 

which can introduce a new vocabulary to students.Pictures give a new story and 

help them learn new words. 

Using illustration and pictures can be found from many sources; cut out of 

newspaper or magazine, in another way a teacher can draw or make his own 

visual media. Nowadays many vocabulary and coursebook contain of various 

attractive pictures. This visual aid helps students to memorize and undertand the 

meaning of new words. 

4) Contrast 

Some words are easily explained to learners by contrasting it with its 

opposite, for example the word “poor” is contrasted with word “rich”.  In other 

words, verb “contrast” means to show a difference, for example; like photos that 

reveal how much weight someone lost by contrasting the “before” and ”after” 

diet.  

5) Enumeration 

This technique helps when any word is difficult to explain visually. We can 

say “clothes” and explain this by enumerating or listing various items. A teacher 

may list a number of clothes e.g. a dress, a skirt, trousers etc, and then the 
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meaning of the word “clothes” will become clear. The same is true of “vegetable” 

or “furniture”, for example (Harmer, 1991). 

6) Mime, Expressions and Gestures 

Many words can be introduced by mime, expression and gestures. For 

example, adjective “sad”, the teacher can express this by frown their lips and so 

on. Moreover, Sime (2001) states that to teach young learners and beginners, the 

teachers tend gesture a lot. By using this techniques it helps students to memorize 

any word easily. 

7) Guessing from Context 

This technique means that students must guess a meaning of new words that 

they do not know by themself. It encourages them to take a risks and build up 

their self-confidence. 

8) Eliciting 

This is a simple technique, done by giving a list of vocabulary to learn. It is 

more motivating and memorable for students. 

9) Translation 

In some situations, Thornbury (2002) states that when dealing with incidental 

vocabulary translation could be effective technique for teachers, such as when 

dealing with incidental vocabulary. There are always some words which need to 

be translated and this technique can save a lot time. 

Those various techniques of teaching vocabulary above can be used by 

teacher. The teacher can choose one or more techniques that suit with students’ 



18 
 

circumstances. By using precise techniques, it will establish the vocabulary 

understanding of the students. 

2.6 Comic Strips 

Comic strip is short comic. It consists of few panels because it is intended to 

be read for few minute, it is different with comic book. According to Gavigan & 

Tomasevich (2011), in Klau (2015), comic strips are shorter than comic books 

which mostly consist of three to eight panels usually appear in newspapers.  

Furthermore, Haines (2012), in Hariati (2017), states that comic strips is 

defined as a sequence of drawing pictures arranged in interrelated panels tells 

humor or form a narrative, frequently serializedand arraged horizontally. It also 

contains of dialogues in ballons and captions. In addition, according to Duncan & 

J.Smith (2009) as stated in Klau (2015), comic strip has a very few panel and it is 

just a unit of encapsulation also the layout is rigid and has a simple contents. 

Moreover, Liu (2004) as cited in Hariati (2017), states that comic strips is few 

panel or few box that consists of pictures which tell a story.  

Within the descriptions mentioned above, comic strips is a sequence of 

simple drawing pictures that has few panel contains of ballons and captions that 

tells story. 

2.6.1 The Elements of Comics 

Comic has some elements that readers have to know in order to understand 

the story about. Thompson (2008), as cited in Timmins (2014), mentions some 

elements of comic, they are: 
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1. Panels : as a paragraph of comic, every action, size and placement create a 

sense of story. 

2. Directionality : the position of panels will move the readers’ eye accidentally 

in specific direction while reading. Sometimes the panels are drawn down or 

across, left to right or right to left the page. 

3. Narrative boxes : it is written by authors to provide a third-person point of 

view, signal a change of time, change of location and sum up the action.  

4. Speech bubbles and thought bubbles : every creators have their own way to 

drawn shape of  bubble. This means to convey speechs and thoughts, set an 

emotion or tone and to connect the dialogues to next action. 

5.  Lettering and symbols : some creators use different letters and symbols in 

order to emphasize some words or action. For example using bold or italic 

letters in some dialogues. 

6. Pictures : it is as important as lettering and symbols. Pictures will convey 

autors’ story and illustrations. Through pictures the authors also convey 

action and emotion. 

7. Gutters : in comic some of the actions always happen “off screen”. It means 

by the gutter, the author tries to show the different view of the same location. 

Based on the explanation above, it is essential for the readers to understand 

the elements of comics. It will helpthem grasp the story and the meaning clearer. 

2.6.2 The Advantages of Comics in Language Teaching 

New and unusual media in teaching language can attract teenagers to learn. 

Comic strip can be used to attract them. There are some benefits of using comic 
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strips as material even media for supporting teaching and learning language 

process.  

Csabay (2006) mentions some functions of comic in teaching and learning 

activities. Comic is useful in: 

1. Vocabulary 

Comics can be used to facilitate in teaching vocabulary. In addition, Brown 

(1994) said “the best internalization of vocabulary comes from encounters 

(comprehension and production) with words within the context of surrounding 

discourse”  

Furthermore, Marsh (1978), in Hariati (2017), states thatin comic strips 

students will get idioms, reduced forms and slang. Also they can remember any 

words by dialogues from each characters. Moreover, according to Drolet (2010), 

in Hariati (2017), students also get adjectives from describing the characters, it is 

useful to help them enrich their vocabulary. 

2. Grammar 

Grammatical competence can be improved by using comic strip. In addition, 

Drolet (2010), as cited Hariati (2017), states that beside of the pictures, there are 

also some dialogues, teacher can use it to teach direct and indirect speech. Past 

tense also can be taught by using comic strips, the teacher asking the students to 

retell or rewrite the story. 

3. Gestures and Body Language  
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Gestures and body language of the characters can develop communicative 

competence that includes nonverbal communication, it emerges between each 

characters’ conversation. 

In addition, as declared by Sudjana and Rivai (2009), in Rokhayani & Utari 

(2014), comics have a colourful picture, the story and the interesting characters 

can motivate students in every levels of age. 

Using authentic materials in teaching and learning language is very 

important. One of the authentic materials is by using comic strips. Ithas several 

advantages which has been described above. Consequently, comic strips can be 

used not only for adding vocabulary, but also for improving and teaching the four 

main skills in English as a foreign language classes. 

 


