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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents sub topic as: research background, research problems, 

research objectives, scope and limitation, significance of study, and definition of 

key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

  Language is a part of human life. Since, there is a dependence between 

human and language. Both of them cannot be separated each other. Humboldt (as 

cited in Chaer, 2009) stated “there is a dependence of human thought on 

language”. It means that language is created by the presence of human thoughts. 

By using language, we can express the ideas, thoughts, and feelings. Beside as 

communication tools, language is used to express an art. One of arts that is used to 

expressed uses text is literature. 

  Literature is written art that uses language as a medium. The language that 

is used in literature is unique.  Eagalton (2007) stated “literature is an art using 

special language that is different from language commonly used”. The language 

of literature is difference with the language that is used in the daily language its 

more beautiful and unique it aim to attractive the reader. In each of words and 

phrases of literature contains of deep meaning and also to make the reader is 

interested in reading. Literature describes about life as a social facts, and written 

based on the experience because in each of the stories in the literature is taken 

from real life.  
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  Poetry is one of literary work that is used beautiful language and meaning 

that is unique which in each of the stanza contains of beautiful word that is 

purpose to entertaint the reader. Poetry is one of literary works that is written to 

express feelings, emotions, and ideas. Coleridge (in Pradopo, 2000), states “poetry 

has beautiful words which are arranged to the beautiful meaning”. In each of 

words and phrases of poetry has a beautiful meaning it which aim to attract the 

reader to look for the original meaning in a poem. 

  Related to literary works, song is one of literary works that has beautiful 

word and the purpose of songs is to entertainment, enjoyment, and information. 

When we listen to a song, in order to feel the enjoyment and also get the 

information from the lyric of the song such as the happiness, sadness. Song can 

not be separated from poem, because the words of song is similar to a poem. 

Every song has meaning and a message to the listeners. Consciously or 

unconsciously, we can learn a poem based on the lyric of the songs.  

  One of the songs that is popular nowdays that has religious genre is Maher 

Zain. He is a famous singer, songwriters, and producer of music comes from 

Sweden. The original names is Maher Mustafa Maher Zain and wellknown as 

Maher Zain  is a multitalented singer and songwriter that is converted to Islam in 

the beginning of 2007 and brought the religion music into modern music that can 

be gotten by all people such as: children, youth, and adult in the world. Maher 

Zain is a new star in modrn islamic music which his song aims to inspire, 

entertain, and sending peace messages. Generally, The songs of Maher Zain 

describes about life, religion, love, and social theme. the songs of Maher Zain is 
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very popular in around the world. His song not only uses language english but he 

also uses  many languages in each of his song.  Maher Zain becomes a 

phenomenon in many countries, such as: Turkey, Egypt, the Arab region, muslim 

countries communities including Indonesia and Europe. The first Album “Thank 

You Allah” in 2009 is success in the best music in the world which this album is 

revive prestige of Islamic music in a world that was dim. This album consist of 13 

song with the 2 song addition. One of the popular song in “Thank You Allah” is 

“For The Rest of My Life” this song is difference with the other song that in the 

same singer. 

  Investigation on message are carried out by several researchers. The first 

previous research was done by Arrifianto, (2013) in her study entitled A Study on 

the Messages of Maher Zain’s Song ”Insyaallah” in the Album ”Thank You 

Allah”. Describes about general meaning, detail meaning, and the message of 

Maher Zain’s song “Insyaallah” which he only analyzed the messages of the song 

in general meaning without including about moral or social..  

  The second previous research was Sari, (2014) “A study on the messages of 

Maher Zain’s song lyric “A: Study of the Messages on Maher Zain’s song lyric 

“Insyaallah (Good Will) and For the Rest of My Life” which he analyze detail 

meaning, general meaning, and the messages. which focuses on the general 

meaning and detail meaning and moral messages.  

  Another previous research, Septiana Dwi (2012) describes about “analisa 

pesan dakwah” or an analyze of religious proselytizing on Islam perspective in 
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Maher Zain’s song lyric “Insya Allah”. Howefer, she analyzed the messages of 

the song in religion message only without including others aspects such as: 

general meaning and social meaning 

  Based on the explanation above, the researcher will conduct a research 

about literature study on the messages of Maher Zain’s song lyric”For the Rest of 

My Life”. The researcher will analyze the general meaning, the detail meaning, 

and the messages of Maher Zain’s songs lyric“For the Rest of My Life”.  

. In addition, this study will be quite different with the previous research 

because the researcher showed the messages in each stanza detailed. Meanwhile, 

the previous research only showed the messages in general. Therefore, the 

researcher hopes that the study could contribute to the understanding of the 

various form of literature.  

 The reason to conducting of literature study is because, “Literature is a 

group of specific language that is used to deliver the feeling, thought, emotion, 

and idea” Rahmanto, (1988). The researcher chooses “For the Rest of My Life” 

lyric song because this song is interested to analyze. This song also has a deep 

impressive meaning about love, and the lyric has important message to all people 

in human life. 

1.2  Research Problems 

1. What are the general meaning of Maher Zain’s song lyric “For the Rest 

of My Life”?   
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2. What are the detail meaning of of Maher Zain’s song lyric “For the Rest 

of My Life”?  

3. What are the messages of Maher Zain’s song lyric “For the Rest of My 

Life”? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1. To describe the meanings of Maher Zain’s song lyric “For the Rest of My 

Life”. 

2. To explain what are the messages of Maher Zain’s song lyric “For the 

Rest of My Life”. 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 ` In this study, the researcher focuses on Maher Zain’s song “For the Rest of 

My Life” song lyric that takes from first album “Thank You Allah”. The 

researcher limits the study only on the meanings, and the messages of the song.  

1.5 Research Significance 

The researcher will give a brief explanation about significance of the 

study. The result of this study is expected to be useful for English learning. Songs 

can be employed for poetry learning and songs will be the media to learning 

English that is used to improve English skill such as: listening, speaking, writing, 

and vocabulary. Moreover, the result of the study is expected to give significant 

contribution to the study of literature. For the literary works, song are valuable 
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works of literature. Investigation on the lyrics’ work will contribute to the 

understanding of the various form of literature.  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Study is a piece of research that examines a subject in a detail. (Oxford, 

2007) 

2. Message is a lesson that is delivered by author to the audience such as: 

readers, listeners about the meanings of literary works to tell a story. 

(Nurgiyantoro, 2013) 

3. Lyric is a brief, often musical expression of the speaker’s emotional 

(Macmillan 1984)  

4. Song is a term for a type for lyric. Song not necessarily design to be set a 

music. In this sense it serves as a synonym for a lyric poem (Queen, 2006) 

5. Maher Zain (born on March 16, 1981) a singer of religious song and 

songwriter that comes from Sweden.  

6. “For the Rest of My Life” is title of song on Maher Zain that will be 

analyzed.  
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