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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents some topics that consists of research background, 

research problem, research objective, research significance, scope and limitation, 

and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Research Background 

Matsumoto (2011) defines that culture refers to a shared system of socially 

transmitted behavior that describes, defines, and guides people’s ways of life, 

communicated from one generation to the next. In this case, it also uses too many 

different aspect of social life.  

Based on the definition of culture above, it can be concluded that culture is 

an identity which differs between one group and another group in a society. 

Culture in every society has distinctions and uniqueness. Culture makes people in 

a society have a different ritual, attitude, behavior, value, and also believe in 

religion.  

 The cultural differences that include differences in values, moral, beliefs, 

and behaviors can be the major causes of conflicts among culture and group. 

People think that they and their group are superior to others. They are not 

realizing that culture has its own quality and uniqueness. Therefore, someone who 

      assumed that his or her own culture, behavior, believe, and norm is superior 

than others, it is called as an ethnocentrism.  
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 Barger (2018) states that ethnocentrism comes from the word “ethnic” 

which refers to cultural heritage, and “centrism” which refers to the central 

starting point. Ethnocentric behavior involves judging other groups relative to the 

preconceptions of one’s own ethnic group or culture, especially regarding 

language, behavior, customs, and religion. In short, Barger defined that the word 

“ethnocentrism” basically refers to judging other from our own cultural point of 

view. 

From the definition of ethnocentrism above, it could be concluded that 

ethnocentrism is the feeling that one’s group, culture, language, behavior, and 

religion are superior to other group, culture, language, behavior, and religion. The 

conflict is caused by the diversity and thinking that one’s own culture, group, 

behavior, and religion are superior to other. The ethnocentrism is often 

encountered in social life. Therefore, it is no wonder that the producers took the 

ethnocentrism as the theme of their movie. In this case, Johar’s My Name is Khan 

film, contains the ethnocentrism in religion. 

 Honeycutt (2010) describes that the film My Name is Khan talks about 

Rizvan Khan, an Indian Muslim man who has Asperger Syndrome, but he has 

certain gift, particularly a special ability to repair things. He was growing up with 

his mother in the Borivari section of Mumbai. Rizvan moves to San Francisco 

after his mother passed away and lives with his brother, and sister-in-law. Rizvan 

worked as a product seller in Zakir’s company. He meets Mandira, a Hindu 

woman and her young son, Sameer from a previous marriage. Rizvan married 

Mandira and settle down in the town of Banville, where Mandira and Sameer take 
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Rizvan’s last name as their own. They live next door to the Garrick family, 

consisting of Mark, who is a reporter, his wife Sarah, and son Reese. The 

relationship between Khan family and Garrick family disrupted after the 

September 11 attacks on the twin towers in New York City.  Mark goes to cover 

the war in Afghanistan and dies there. In one afternoon, an argument between 

Sameer and Reese turn into a racially motivated fight. Sameer dies because of his 

injuries. Madira blames Rizvan for Sameer’s death. She tells Rizvan that she no 

longer wants to be with Rizvan. She tells him sarcastically that he has to tell 

people that his name is Khan, and he is not a terrorist. He determines to see the 

president of the US to tell him that his name is Khan and he is not a terrorist to get 

Mandira’s love back. One day Mandira know the truth about Sameer’s death and 

she helps Rizvan to see the elected president of the US, Barrack Obama who tells 

him that “Your name is Khan, and you are not a terrorist.” 

Related to this research, there was a previous research conducted by 

Kumalawati (2013) entitled Muslim Discrimination in My Name is Khan Movie 

(2010) Directed by Karan Johar: A Sosiological Approach. She focused on 

Muslim discrimination in America after 9/11 attack contained in Karan Johar’s 

My Name Is Khan film by using sociological approach. The result showed that 

Karan Johar wants to express his idea about Muslim discrimination in America 

after the 9/11 attack. He elaborates the structural elements that are good unity. 

They are character and characterization, setting, plot, point of view that are related 

to build the theme of the story that there are negative treatments to Muslim in 

America after the 9/11 attack. 
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The previous study focused on the Muslim discrimination reflected in My 

Name is Khan film, directed by Karan Johar. Different from the previous study, 

this study focused on ethnocentrisms in religion contained and the impacts of 

ethnocentrism in religion in Karan Johar’s film My Name is Khan. This film was 

chosen because it contained ethnocentrism in religion and it told an Indian 

Muslim man who has Asperger Syndrome, but he has certain gift, particularly a 

special ability to repair things. He determines to see the president of the US to tell 

him that his name is Khan and he is not a terrorist. Therefore, ethnocentrism 

religion in this film is interesting to analyze.   

 

1.2 Research Problem     

Based on the background of the study above, the problem can be 

formulated as:  

1. What are the religion of ethnocentrism faced by Rizvan in My Name is 

Khan film? 

2. What are the impacts of ethnocentrism in religion faced by Rizvan in 

My Name is Khan film?  

 

1.3 Research Objective 

Based on the formulation of the statement of the problems above, the 

objectives of the study are:  

a. To figure out the religion of ethnocentrism faced by Rizvan in My 

Name is Khan film, 
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b. To figure out the impacts of ethnocentrism in religion faced by Rizvan

in My Name is Khan film. 

1.4 Research Significance 

 It is expected that the result of this research gives advantages for several 

parties. For students, it could help them to understand more about ethnocentrism, 

especially ethnocentrism in religion, which can cause some conflicts in social live. 

Besides, it is expected to encourage another researcher and readers to study more 

about social phenomena and culture, especially in analysis a literary work. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this research is focused on ethnocentrism found in My Name 

is Khan film. Moreover, the research is limited to ethnocentrism of Rizvan Khan, 

one of the main characters in the movie. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Religion is the belief in spirit or belief in the supernatural (Horton, 2011). 

Ethnocentrism is thinking one's own group's ways are superior to others or 

judging other groups as inferior to one's own (Barger, 2018). 

My Name is Khan is the film directed by Karan Johar which had been 

released in 2010, produced by Hiroo Johar and Gauri Khan. Retrieved 

August 13, 2018, from, https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m 

/my_name_is_khan/, 2010. 

https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m
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