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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter provides the description of research background, research 

problems, research significance, research objective, scope and limitation, and 

definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Research Background 

Teaching English is really important because of globalization era and 

English becomes an international language. Consequently, everyone should 

understand and can speak in English when they want to communicate with people 

around the world. In Indonesia, English not only taught in junior and senior high 

schools, but also has been included in elementary school as the alternative local 

content in their school curriculum (Sukarno, 2008). Teaching English in this level 

is to introduce and learn about the basic concept of English.  

Teaching English for young learners is different from teaching adolescent or 

adult people. Young learner teachers should have interesting techniques for 

teaching pronunciation, so that the children could be more atracted. Children are 

more enthusiastic, but they are also easy to lose their interest during the lesson 

(Cameron, 2001). Bakhsh (2016) also said that young learners could get distracted 

very fast during learning process. In addition, Harmer (2001) states that children 

like to use their imagination, they often learn by something that they can see, hear 

or have a chance to touch rather than just give them explanations while studying. 

In addition, teachers also should know of children’s conditions, being imaginative 

and creative to keep children focused while studying in order to make the lesson 
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more exciting. Other than that, the teachers need to be able to give the information 

clearly while they speak English. Burn (2003, as cited in Laurea, 2015)said that 

people who have a good pronunciation and intonation could communicate 

effectively even though their grammar is not perfect.  

Based on Shak, Lee, & Stephen (2016), pronunciation is one of the most 

difficult aspects of English to acquire because of the differences of the target 

language and mother tongue of the learner. In regards to this, Dardjowidjojo (2009, 

as cited in Gustina et al, 2015) stated that Indonesian learners get problem for 

English pronunciation are phonetic or about foreign accent, and phonemic that 

could create misunderstanding because it has similar sound but has different 

meaning, e.g sheep \’shēp\ and ship \’ship\, bed /bed/ and bad /bæd/. Dardjowidjojo 

(2009) also said that there are English consonants that are not found in Bahasa, for 

example /θ/ for Three, and /ð/ for That. Other English consonants that are difficult 

to pronounce for Indonesian people even it is found in Bahasa are /ʧ/ for teach [ti: 

ʧ], and Indonesian people changed it into /c/, the /ʤ/ for jam jam’ [ʤæm] it replace 

with /j/, the /v/ for valid [vælid] become falid (Gustina, Sutarsyah, & Sudirman 

2015).  

In the preliminary study taken from the researcher’s experience when she 

was having a discussion with her colleagues that take English for Young Learner 

as their concentration in the University of Muhammadiyah Malang,  she found out 

that the teachers of English for young learners got difficulties in teaching 

pronunciation. In this research, the writer chooses EYL class of grade 6th as a 

research class because she is interested to observe the teaching techniques, the 
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problems and the ways the teachers solve the problems while teaching English 

pronunciation for young learners. In addition, after searching in the digital library 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang (UMM), the researcher found the previous 

researcher only analyzed about speaking and not analyzed about pronunciation 

especially for young learners.   Based on the background above, the writer conduct 

this research entitled: “Teaching pronunciation in EYL Class at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang”.   

1.2 Research Problems 

Based on the research background, the research problems are formulated as 

follows: 

1. What are the techniques used by the teachers in teaching pronunciation in EYL 

class at 6th grade? 

2. What are the problems faced by teachers in teaching pronunciation in EYL class 

at 6th grade? 

3. What are teachers’ ways to solve the problems in teaching pronunciation in 

EYL class? 

1.3 Research Objective 

The objectives of the research are follows: 

1. To describe teaching pronunciation techniques applied by teachers in EYL class 

at 6th grade. 

2. To identify the teachers’ problem in teaching pronunciation in EYL class at 6th 

grade. 



4 

 

3. To know the teachers’ method to solve the problems in teaching pronunciation 

in EYL class at 6th grade.  

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research focuses on teaching techniques in pronunciation, 

the problems faced by teachers in teaching English for young learners and the way 

they solve the problems. In addition, this research is limited only for teachers who 

teach EYL in the University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.5 Research Significance 

For the teachers, the result of this study will help the teachers to improve 

their skill in teaching English pronunciation for young learners. Meanwhile, for the 

other researchers, this research will show about teaching techniques, problems that 

faced by EYL teachers during teaching pronunciation of six grade and the way to 

solve it.  

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

 Below are the key terms used in this study: 

1. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, giving 

instructions, providing with knowledge, causing know or understand (Brown, 

2001). 

2. Technique is specific activities refer to teacher or learners performs in the 

classroom, the product of a choice is made by teacher for realizing lesson 

objective (Brown, 2001). 

3. Pronunciation is practice in interpreting the phonological to target language in 

speaking (Bulgess and spencer, 2000 as cited in Laurea, 2015). 
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4. EYL class or English for Young Learners class is one of the three majors that

can be chosen by the sixth semester students of English Language Education

in University of Muhammadiyah Malang. It educates pedagogy of English for

students in elementary school.


