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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

In this chapter, the researcher presents some information about review on 

related theories. This will cover brief explanation about the teaching of English at 

junior high school, the curriculum of English for junior high school, the materials 

of English at junior high school, the concept of gender, gender representation. They 

were as follows: 

1.1 The Teaching of English at Junior High School  

 Teaching English in Indonesia starts from junior high school until senior 

high. Putra (2014) stated that in the guidelines of Curriculum 2013, it is explained 

that students in junior high school, grade 7-9, are expected to reach the functional 

level, as it is the level of survival language, while students in senior high, grade 10-

12, are expected to reach the informational level. Then later in college, although not 

the focus of this discussion, students are hoped to reach the epistemic level. As a 

consequence, the proportion of the materials in junior high school is focused more 

on the use of the target language in interaction to enable them to reach the functional 

level. Teaching English whether in junior high or senior high has their own 

purposes. Davis and Pears (in Saun, 2014) stated that the goals of English teaching 

are: (1) to enable the learners to communicate in real English, both spoken and 

written;  (2) to enable the learners to read technical publication in real English; (3) 

to get the learners memorize English grammar rules and vocabulary. From point 
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one, it is clear that the aim of teaching English is to obtain communicative ability 

in English in the school whether in spoken or written.  

 

2.2 The Curriculum of English for Junior High School 

Changing the curriculum, teachers are spend less time to teach students in 

the classroom. Teachers are more facilitate students in learning process. Students is 

main expected to be more active in the classroom. In 2013 curriculum, process of 

teaching English is guided by book as a guideline of teaching and learning process 

and the number of teaching English in level junior high school is 4 hours at least 

per week as the other core subject. Ministry of Education and Culture provide a 

textbook for teachers and students. According to Putra (2014) stated that contents 

of  Curriculum 2013’s books In curriculum 2013, there are only four texts that 

taught in grade seven until nine, which are descriptive text, recount text, procedure 

text, and analytical exposition text. It includes short functional texts to be taught 

only to students in grade seven: announcement, invitation, short message, 

adversities expressions for students in grade 8-9: asking for confirmation, showing 

enthusiasm, showing curiosity and asking for information. These standard contents 

hopefully can achieve the goal of 2013 curriculum.  

 

2.3 The Materials of English at Junior High School 

One of the materials that teachers use in the school is textbook. Textbook is 

intended to help teachers and students in the teaching and learning process in the 

classroom. United Nations Educational scientific and cultural organization 2005 

stated that textbook is the core learning medium which is composed of texts and 
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images designed to bring about a specific set of educational outcomes. 

Traditionally, a printed and bound book includes illustrations and instructions for 

facilitating sequences of learning activities. Textbook is one of the instructional 

materials that teachers need. There are three aspects to consider when selecting 

textbooks: (a) curriculum coverage, (b) material presentation, and (c) language. 

Cheng (2011) pointed out textbooks provide the basis for the content of the 

lessons. For English as a Second Language (ESL) learners, textbooks become a 

major source of learning input that is provided by the teacher. Thus, it is important 

to select a textbook, educators should thoroughly examine the program curriculum.  

Cheng (2011) also supports the sample measure for instructional materials 

in that: 

 They are up to date (e.g. published within the past 10 years). 

 They contain relevant content. 

 They take into account the linguistic and cultural diversity of the student 

population. 

 The layout and formatting (including font size) are appropriate for the student 

population. 

 Visuals and graphics are clear, appropriate for adults and culturally sensitive. 

 Voice and sound in audio visual materials are clear, authentic, and appropriate. 

 The materials address a variety of learning styles. 

  The materials are conducive to being used with a variety of grouping strategies. 

  The materials contain exercises in which learners share previous experience with 

prior knowledge of the content. 
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These measurement are good for a teacher who wants to choose good materials 

in the classroom. The teacher should choose a good textbook according to students’ 

needs in the classroom. Meanwhile, the role of textbooks should be maximal as a 

learning resource for students. Textbook is a valuable to be used in the teaching and 

learning process, thus and it is important for the teachers and the students. Teachers 

have to consider the kinds of textbooks that are important in their teaching and 

learning process (Diniah 2013). 

The government through the Ministry of Education and Culture provides 

English textbooks both for teachers (teacher’s book) and students (student’s book) 

to be used at schools. So, teachers do not need to waste their time to select, adopt 

or even adapt English materials for students at class. However, sometimes materials 

in the textbook ignore the local content where the learning occurs and where the 

students feel related with the materials as their life experience (Sahiruddin, 2013). 

He also stated that curriculum is one of the as resources in order to develop the 

quality of English language teaching in Indonesia.  

Unsiah (2016) supports this statement, the Ministry of Education and 

Culture has published some Teacher’s and Student’s Books of English subject as 

the main guidance for the schools that apply Curriculum 2013. For example, in 

Junior High School, the government provides the textbooks entitled When English 

Rings a Bell for each semester on each class level.  The textbook When English 

Rings a Bell contains written and oral text based material. It has eight chapters 

which covers various themes. Generally, the themes are closely related to everyday 

activities of the seventh graders. The material displayed on each chapter covers the 
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competence-based activity in language skills, such as listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. This textbook is hoped to be able to reach the goal of Curriculum 2013, 

appropriate for students and avoid social issue such as gender.  

 

2.4 The Concept of Gender  

According to Magnusson (2012), the term gender was originally used to 

propose a conceptual framework for thinking about the social sorting of people into 

different categories based on their presumed biological sex category and about how 

this sorting influences social life.  

This definition is also supported by Pilcher and Whelehan (2004) who state 

that the concept of gender, now it was from 1970s.  It was used as a category to 

make difference between biological sex and the way used to inform behaviour and 

competencies whether masculine or feminine. The aim of declaring a sex/gender 

distinction is to argue that the actual physical or mental effects of biological 

difference had been exaggerated in order to create a consciousness among women 

that they were naturally better suited to ‘domestic’ roles.  Gender is produced and 

reproduced in differential forms of participation in particular communities of 

practice.  

Gender and sex are different, even though they are related to each other. Sex 

tends to be biological or physical different but gender tend to construct in social, 

their role as male and female culturally.  
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2.5 Gender Representation 

According to Stockdale (2006), there are three aspects that can be 

investigated for gender representation, they are the number of characters 

representing male and female that appear in textbook, representation male and 

female in illustration, and noun and pronouns. 

a. The Number of Characters Representing Male and Female 

Characters that appear in textbook consist of three types: (a) Main characters 

– females and males that are named in textbook, (b) Named, non-active characters 

– females and males are mentioned by their proper first or full names, and (c) Non-

named, non-active characters – females and males mentioned in textbook by only a 

common noun.  The three types of characters will be examined as individual type, 

it will be determined by the relative numbers of male and female participants in the 

textbook (Stockdale, 2006). 

 

b. Representation Male and Female in Illustration 

Females and males that appear in the photographs in the textbook will be 

examine based on gender. Photographs that cannot be identified will not be 

examined.  

 

c. Noun and Pronoun 

In order to determine gender representation, there are several aspects that will be 

examined such as noun and names. Noun is examining the nouns used to describe 

male and female; the frequency of each noun will be considered. Nouns which refer 
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to males and females featured in the textbook will be counted both for the total 

number of occurrences. In names, the number of names referring to male and female 

in the textbook will be counted as total number of occurrences and for named 

individuals appearing in each unit. For the purposes of this study, tittle name like 

Mr. Adnan, Mr Eryy will be considered as tittle name, Un-name like brother or sir 

will be counted (Stockdale,2006).  

 

2.6 Previous studies 

This is not the first research on gender representation in English Textbooks 

that has been conducted. The researcher had found four studies related to this 

research. 

The first research finding had been reported by Stockdale (2006) entitled 

Gender Representation in an EFL Textbook. The purpose of his study is to examine 

the representation of men and women in an English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 

textbook. This study was document analysed, which analyse in visibility of male 

and female characters, gender in photographs, gender focus in textbook themes, 

firstness that contained  mixed gender dialogues, points of view opinions, noun and 

pronoun pairs, proper name pairs, discourse that are adjustments to Francis and 

Huston’s system of analysis, amount of talk and type of talk. The result of study 

showed that male characters are 10% more dominant than overall female characters, 

male visibility in the photographs is higher with similar cases, images of the same 

men are repeated several times in different pages in the textbook and some of these 

images come into sight multiple times on the same page, and male names had a 

higher prominence in terms of frequency.  
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The second research was written by Gjorup and Holmqvist (2006) entitled 

“The Representation of Gender and Gender Roles in English Textbooks”. The 

purposes of this research is to see how women and men are described and to what 

extent the textbooks show equality between the sexes. The study comprises the 

examination of six textbooks, two of which were published in the 1970s. This 

finding shows that selected textbooks do not live up to the requirements in the 

policy documents and there is a tendency to describe women with rather 

stereotypical occupations. Women are working as florist, teacher, nurse and 

hairdresser for examples, while men are working as veterinarian, pilot, policeman, 

PE instructor, inventor, greengrocer etc.  

 Third, there has been a research conducted by Hazel, Ching (2014) entitled 

“Textbooks and Genders: Gender Representation in Teaching Materials of Liberal 

Studies in Hong Kong”. This research aims to review five liberal studies of 

textbooks available in the market. The research focuses on the coverage part and 

content analysis. The result shows that gender stereotype could also be found, in 

terms of the ratio between male and female characters, the domestic roles and social 

roles of characters depicted, as well as the activities taken up by the characters. 

 Fourthly, a research was conducted by Salamah (2014) entitled “Gender 

Representation in the English Textbook (Content Analysis of Bright for Seventh 

Grade Students Published by Erlangga)”. The objective of this study is to see 

whether gender is represented equally in the English textbook for the seventh grade 

students. The object of the study was the English textbook entitled “Bright: An 

English Course for Seventh Grade Junior High School Students by Nur Zaida”, and 
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it was published by Erlangga in 2014. The study focused on the six aspects of 

analysis suggested by Logsdon. They were number of female/male pictures, 

number of female/male mentioned, number of female/male roles, number of 

female/male games, number of female/male role models, and pattern of mentioning 

female/male names. The result of this research showed that males dominate in four 

aspect including pictures, female/male roles, female/male games, and female/male 

roles models. Females were more visible in two aspects, number of female/male 

mentioned and the pattern of mentioning female/male names. Therefore, gender is 

represented unequally in this book.  

This research and the previous research are alike. The researcher of this 

study tries to find out the gender representation on a textbook. However, this study 

attempts to fill the research gap that it tries to fill up a section which had never been 

conducted before, that is a gender-based study on school textbook for Junior High 

School students in Indonesia. Moreover, Indonesia has shift up its curriculum 

namely curriculum 2013. It will be initial contribution to the curriculum, 

particularly on one of the set of curriculum, called the textbook. Besides, the 

researcher believes that this research could contribute to Indonesian social science 

specifically in terms of instructional materials resource in Indonesia.  




