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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

  In this chapter, background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, scope and limitation and definition of the key terms are 

represented. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is one of the prioritised over other foreign languages such French, 

Chinese, Spain etc. Moreover, English is very important to be taught recently in 

many schools/colleges. In Indonesia, English is a compulsory subject taught in 

junior, senior high schools and college level. Putra (2014) stated that in the 

guideline of curriculum 2013, it is explained that students in junior high school, 

grades 7-9, are expected to reach the functional level, as it is the level of survival 

language; while students in senior high, grades 10-12, are expected to reach the 

informational level. Then, later in college, although not the focus of this discussion, 

students are hoped to reach the epistemic level. As a consequence, the proportion 

of the materials in junior high school is focused more on the use of the target 

language in interaction to enable them to reach the functional level.  

In fact, there are many problems faced in the teaching and learning of 

English in Junior high school such as lack of skilled teachers, lack of learning 

resources, lack of proper methods etc. According to Lewen (2005), there are four 

categories of problems faced by this teachers and one of them is the teaching and 

learning resources. The resources are important in order to help teachers in the 
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teaching and learning process in the classroom. Dar (2012) proposed that materials 

pose a comprehension and contextual threat to the learners if the teachers and school 

administration fail to use the skill of judging their appropriacy for classroom use. 

In such circumstances, materials become more of a liability and burden and make 

teaching and learning an unpleasant experience. Therefore, materials should be 

carefully selected, processed, adapted if needed, and judged for successful 

application in the classroom 

Textbook is one of the source for teaching and learning that conveys 

materials according to the curriculum. It contains texts, illustrations and 

instructions. Anjaneyulu (2014) stated that textbook followed a thematic approach 

for the organisation of its units and the four skills were promoted through a context- 

based approach which could help students in developing their language skills. 

Textbook should provide what the students need. Therefore, textbook should have 

good quality. 

There are some crucial issues related to learning materials/textbooks. One 

of the crucial issues is about gender represented in English Language Teaching 

(ELT) textbooks. Phenomenon of gender representation needs to be realized. 

According to Yasin (2012), gender construction in schools’ textbooks has continued 

to hold the attention of researchers. It is the fact that gender awareness and 

instruction have featured prominently in the school curriculum. It means that 

research about gender in textbooks is necessary to be conducted. The content of 

textbook needs to be reviewed in order to maintain good quality. Furthermore, 

previous research also shows that various problems in gender representation. The 



3 
 

previous research conducted by Ching (2014) showed that textbooks are very 

influential to students, it need to be analyse if there are underlying gender messages 

or values embedded which contribute to the formation of gender in textbooks. 

Those gender can affect people’s conceptualizations of women and men in social 

categories and give another perception about gender in people’s lives. Gender 

representation is images of women or men reflected back to them may be 

objectionable, but tell about their lives are valued and how represented in public 

sphere (Pilcher and Whelehan, 2004). It means that gender that are represent in 

textbook reflect what is acceptable for women or men in their life. Gender 

representation gives each description for women and men that appear in the 

textbook.  

In this study the researcher chooses the textbook entitled “When English Rings 

a Bell” for the seventh grade because it is a standardized textbook of 2013 

Curriculum from the Ministry of Education and Culture. This book is recommended 

for teachers to use in most of in junior high schools in Indonesia. Furthermore, 

English is compulsory subject in the school begin in junior high school grade seven. 

Therefore, teachers should really careful to the content of the English textbook for 

beginner learners.  

 This research was conducted based on three reasons: the first, none of the 

students from English language and Education in University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang conduct research about gender matters. The second, there are a lot 

researches about gender representation but the researches do not provide detail 

information about gender in each category on textbook. The third, it is important to 
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know about gender on textbook as stated by Stockdale (2006), the ideal EFL 

textbook should represent both gender equally. In the other hand, people should 

aware if there is hidden values that embedded on the textbook. As stated by Pui 

Ching (2014) If there were underlying gender message or value that could change 

the conceptualization of male and female and perception in social.  The third, 

research on the gender textbook can fulfil the criteria good instructional material. 

Cheng (2011) stated that textbook’s content must be relevant, visual formatting, 

visual and graphic are appropriate for student. Therefore, this study is helpful 

towards the general understanding about gender in order to help teachers select the 

appropriate materials for student in the classroom and avoid the imbalance issue 

about gender.  

1.2 Statement of  the Problems 

Based on the background of study, the researcher formulates the problems of 

the study as the follows: 

How are the gender representation in the selected English textbook “When English 

Rings a Bell”? 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Referring to the statement of the problems, this study aims to describe the 

gender representation that are in the English textbook “When English Rings a Bell” 

used at junior high school.  
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1.4 Scope and Limitation 

This study will only be focused on gender representation in English 

textbook. This study will also be limited for the English textbook entitled “When 

English Rings A Bell” written by Siti Wachidah revised edition 2014 used at junior 

high school published by the Ministry of Education and Culture in Jakarta. 

Although there are many kinds of gender representation, researcher decides to only 

elaborate the research in the area of the number of male and female character, 

illustration, noun and pronoun aspects based on Stockdale (2006) due to feasibility 

of the study. 

1.5  Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is hopefully advantageous as a worthy resource for 

any party in the future. It is also expected to be beneficial for particular parties such 

as teachers, students and future researchers. For the teachers, the result of this study 

is expected to provide the information about gender representation that are in 

English textbooks, especially “When English Rings a Bell”. In this case, the 

teachers are expected to take the information into consideration for a better quality 

of learning material for teaching and learning. Given that the representation for 

gender must be balance on the textbook in order to prevent prejudice about gender. 

For the students, the result of this study will help them finding out gender 

representation. This hopefully can help them choose good learning materials for 

them by considering better learning sources in the future. Meanwhile, for the next 
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researchers who may conduct similar studies, this investigation can be used as a 

relevant reference for developing their own study.  

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

In order to avoid misinterpretation or misunderstanding of the key terms used in 

this study, they are defined as follows.  

1. Teaching English is teaching English to people who are not native speakers of 

English, especially in a non-English speaking country. (Cambridge dictionary) 

2. Junior High School is a school that young people attend between the ages of 11 

or 12 and 14 or 15. (Collins dictionary) 

3. Gender is established in different socio-cultural context which determine what 

is expected, allowed and valued in a woman/man and girl/boy n these specific 

context.  Genders refers to both, women and men, and the relations between 

them. (Mediterranean institute of gender studies, 2009).  

4. Stereotype is views stereotypes as ‘mental representations of social categories. 

Stereotypes reduce a person or group to a small number of vivid, easily grasped 

traits, which are often exaggerated, frequently negative, and enable the 

solidification of differences between in and out groups. Some members of a 

social group may possess certain traits (and those same traits may also occur in 

other social groups), but with stereotyping, these traits become an essential, 

naturalized feature of a particular group. (Kunda in Paul Baker, 2011) 

5. Representation is action of representing or fact of being represented. ( Merriam 

Webster) 
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6. Gender representation is representation of female or male appearances that

could shape their images in public (Pilcher and Whelehan, 2004)




