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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

 This chapter reviews some theories related to vocabulary learning and 

Study in USA magazine as teaching media. The topics disscused here are: (1) 

vocabulary, (2) learning vocabulary, (3) sources of learning vocabulary, (4) media 

(5) Study in USA magazine as media learning vocabulary, and (6) learning 

vocabulary through Study in USA magazine. 

2.1  Vocabulary 

 Vocabulary is a crucial skill in mastering a language. According to 

McCarthy (1990), vocabulary is the biggest components of any language course 

and often seems to be the least systematized and the well catered for of all the 

aspects of learning a foreign language. Then, based on the theory, vocabulary is 

the most important and biggest component for all of the aspects to learn 

linguistics. The student who wants to learn foreign language must understand and 

master vocabulary in advance. 

  The vocabulary knowledge should be discussed in terms of possessing the 

item and system features of words system. Those features have a process on item 

and system to build words in linguistics. Nation (2001) in Easterbrook (2013), 

explains the vocabulary knowledge means recognising word items (item 

knowledge) and understanding the various features of word items (system 

knowledge). Then, the vocabulary knowledge is a field to discuss various words 
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in the item and system. Learners do not only memorize and study a few of English 

vocabularies, but also they understand the system knowledge and item knowledge 

by the words which they learnt.  

 Nation (2001) in Easterbrook (2013) describes the item knowledge as an 

individual word or form of the word; for instance; ‘dog’ (the orthographic form), 

while system knowledge is defined us various features of the word (e.g 

phonological, orthographic, semantic) including the word’s relationship with other 

words in a person’s mental lexicon. The relationship between the system 

knowledge and item knowledge are about a person’s mental lexicon. Then, 

vocabulary knowledge discusses about the form of word, the various features of 

the word, and the relation between system knowledge and item knowledge which 

are influence the person’s mental lexicon. One of the system knowledge about 

lexicon of linguistics is the student’s mental lexicon. 

2.2  Learning Vocabulary 

  The various types of vocabulary which are used by the individuals for 

different purpose may become the first consideration in building the construct of 

vocabulary in research and practice (Hiebert, 2005). Then, this theory can be used 

by the researcher as the reference in investigating and finding out the use of 

various types of vocabulary such as strategy, method, and learning steps. One of 

the examples is doing a research about oral vocabulary in order to find a good 

method especially oral and memorize the vocabulary well and correctly. 
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 Seedhouse (2010) in Easterbrook (2013), states that vocabulary would 

help greatly if research projects would adopt a simple protocol briefly detailing 

the conceptualization of learning used in the research. Then, the vocabulary helps 

the researcher in simple way through the conceptualization of learning in research. 

It provides a little of method in vocabulary learning as the object of the research.  

 The learners have to establish the relationships between form, meaning 

and function, both in utterances and in texts. They not only establish an 

associational network of words but also know the meanings associated with stand-

alone vocabulary items, bound items or multiword items (Easterbrook, 2013). 

Then, in learning vocabulary, the students must have the network of words in 

order to learn many words for their vocabulary uses and to promote vocabulary 

mastery. 

 The learning vocabulary is one of the steps for the students to increase 

their vocabulary mastery. According to Nguyen and Nga (2003) in Effendi  

(2013), vocabulary mastery is important for mastering vocabulary in learning a 

foreign language. The vocabulary plays strategy has important role since it is one 

of the elements that links the four skills of listening, reading, writing, and 

speaking all together. Then, the teachers try to find out the correct strategies to 

improve student’s vocabulary mastery. One of the strategies is vocabulary plays in 

games. This strategy makes all of the students learn vocabulary actively. The 

result of the vocabulary plays strategy increases the student’s comprehension in 

the four element’s language and their vocabulary mastery.  
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2.3 Sources of Learning Vocabulary 

 When the teachers open a page in their textbook, they have to decide 

whether they should use the lesson on that page with their class or not (Harmer, 

2001). Then, the teacher can use textbook as the sources of learning, for instance, 

in Pathway Learn English book has one rubric page of memorize vocabulary to 

increase the student’s ability in base vocabulary as primarily necessity to learn a 

foreign language. 

 The text book that is used by the teacher, such as magazine, must has a 

good content and communicative language. So that the students are able to 

understand the material. According to Harmer (2001), the teacher will 

continuously use a textbook with a good content, an appropriate material 

sequence, and communicative language. In other words, the supportive magazine 

with a good content and material design can build the learning activity and able to 

give the vocabulary material for the students effectively. 

 Finally, Harmer (2001) states that the teacher can ask a number of question 

about how the words are constructed and make an review lesson about words, by 

giving a word study the teacher asks to student which words have positive and 

negative meaning, they might answer the question by giving a good word for 

positive meaning and bad words for negative meanings. Then, the students make a 

list of words which are stressed on the first, second, or third syllables and words 

with positive or negative meaning.  
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2.4 Media 

 Media are important things in teaching learning process as the facilitator or 

connector in delivering the material from the teacher to the students and it will 

increase the student’s motivation in learning process (Mahaesti, 2018). Then, the 

teachers use teaching media to show the material and lesson by the students. 

Media are a way of teachers in giving the explanation in the class with creativity 

in order to increase the student’s studying motivation. Media are supporting 

students as learning facilitate in the material lesson and media are adapting with 

the student’s level, knowledge material, and school curriculum. 

 Harmer (2007) as cited in Aini (2013) states that teachers can use kind of 

types of instructional teaching media such as the student themselves, realia, 

pictures, course book and print media, board, overhead projector (OHP), and 

computer-based presentation technology. Then, the course book is one of the 

teaching media in the class room. Teachers can use the course book and printed 

media to direct teaching and studying the material lesson. In other word, the 

students have the facility and creative media in understanding the lesson by 

teacher. Study in USA magazine is alternative media and student’s facilitator in 

learning and mastering vocabulary.  

2.5 Study in USA Magazine as Media Learning Vocabulary 

 Study in USA (2018) provides discussion and sharing information of 

lectures and information for the students about university profile in USA. Then, 

this magazine which has many editions that can be a source of scholarship in 
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various contexts is Southeast Asian edition. The other editions of Study in USA 

magazine are China, India, Middle East, Northeast Asian, Japanese, European, 

Latin America, Portuguese, Summer School, Boarding School, and Vietnamese.  

 Privette (2018) explains Study in USA magazine helps abroad students in 

United States to learn English while experience American education life and 

promote their English mastery. The students improve their TOEFL and IELTS 

score as English proficiency requirements, and learning English as preparation to 

enter U.S colleges & universities. Then, the editor explains each colleges in U.S  

has different English proficiency test as requirements to enter university 

education. 

 The writer of Study in USA magazine tells the testimony and persuades 

students to choose USA as a study destination. In this magazine, the writer also 

explains about the benefits of studying in the USA universities, in which USA is a 

popular destination for pursuing higher education. 

2.6 Learning Vocabulary through Study in USA Magazine 

 Politzer and McGroarty (1985) in Easterbrook (2013) warned that the 

frequent use of a strategy does not necessarily mean that it is a good strategy in 

that particular context. Then, Study in USA magazine could be learning strategies 

to improve vocabulary mastery because the magazine has interesting pictures and 

layouts which can be used to improve student’s mastery of English vocabulary. 

 The process of student’s learning new vocabulary is reductionist activity in 

which words are learned. The students are understanding and learning of new 
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words from informational text (Scott, 2005). Then, Study in USA magazine or 

informational text is learned by students as process of learning, understanding and 

finding out new words in their vocabulary. The learners search and find the new 

words or vocabulary by the informational text to increase their understanding in 

English ability. 

 Study in USA (2018) explains approximately 25 universities and college in 

U.S education system and education culture. The content’s of Study In USA 

magazine consists of the first steps for going to U.S college, U.S education 

snapshot, business and technology institute in U.S, inspiring creativity in U.S Art 

programs, describing of IELTS for the USA, and the testimony of Southeast Asian 

students in the U.S universities. Then, this magazine had been prepared to give 

information for the students about the description of U.S colleges and universities 

from introduction education system, proficiency test, and campus profile. 

 Study In USA (2018) divides the college into four types to name state 

college or university, private college or university, community college, and 

institute of technology. Second, the steps to get their Student Visa and the tips for 

Visa interview preparation & question. Third, the magazine explains U.S 

universities admission tests are including IELTS for the USA, TOEFL, SAT, GRE 

general test, and GMAT. The last, one rubric page gives the information list of 

U.S universities for studying destination. Then, the magazine informs about four 

types college and university in U.S, steps and tips of Student Visa interview 

preparation, and admission test to enter U.S colleges and universities.  
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In conclusion, students can study vocabulary through Study in USA 

magazine because it has many English words in beginner, pre-advance, and 

advance level. Besides, the magazine becomes student’s U.S education 

information which is describing the universities, education system & culture, 

admission test, study financial, and getting student’s Visa. 


