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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Research Background 

 Vocabulary is seen to be an integral part of comprehension. The National 

Reading Panel defined vocabulary as one of two aspects of comprehension 

instruction, the other being comprehension strategy instruction (Davis; 1942 and 

Whipple; 1925 in Hiebert and Kamil 2005). Vocabulary is one of important  elements 

in English learning, because it has many words and strategies which belong to parts 

of lingusitic study. Vocabulary becomes the base to learn and improve any skill in 

English and the students or learners taking English should have good vocabulary 

mastery for comprehension purpose. 

 However, during the previous study conducted by the researcher, 11
th
 graders 

of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 1 Kota Malang (MAN 1 KOTA MALANG) often 

encounter problems when they learn vocabulary in English. The researcher had an 

internship in 11
th

 Science 2 (XI MIPA 2) class and has taught the students. During the 

internship, researcher taught Future Tense and asked the students to construct 

sentences as their assignment. Several students had difficulty during the process due 

to lack of mastery in vocabulary, grammar sentences, and content. For this study, 

researcher wants to investigate the reasons why many students had problem in 

mastering vocabulary. 
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 The previous study is conducted by Pentury in 2016. Pentury uses the Jakarta 

Post in Biology Department, University of Indraprasta PGRI, Jakarta. The conclusion 

of research is the using of the Jakarta Post develops English skill, language content, 

and vocabulary. Another previous study is about vocabulary mastery conducted by 

Nair in 2013 to enhance the mastery of vocabulary among pre-school children in 

Malaysia. 

The strategy used to improve vocabulary mastery in this research is by using 

vocabulary learning media for 11
th

 students in MAN 1 Malang. Study in USA 

magazine as a medium and reference for students to know more English vocabulary. 

On other hand, the magazine is given as treatment in the experimental group. The 

magazine is hoped by the treatment for giving the effect to students’ vocabulary 

mastery as variable. That, the magazine can help the students who writes an academic 

paper and non academic article in English but they have limited vocabulary. 

Vocabulary is also crucial for 11
th

 grade is to be their preparation for any 

chapter in their English curriculum, for example, writing any of text, listening a 

conversation, and reading an English text. The researcher wants to know and helps 

them to master vocabulary by using Study in USA magazine. This magazine is chosen 

as the medium because it has a creative design cover and attract the  students because 

many information, colorful, and interesting, thus the researcher uses it as a medium in 

this research. 
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1.2 Research Problem 

According the research background and previous study about learning English 

through magazine, the research problem is formulated namely:  

Is the Study in USA magazine effective to promote vocabulary mastery in 11
th

 grade 

of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 01 Kota Malang ?  

Based on the research problem in above, the hypothesis is submitted by the researcher 

is: 

H0 : There is not the difference by using Study in USA magazine to promote 11
th

 

grades students’ vocabulary mastery in Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 01 Kota Malang. 

H1 : There is the difference by using Study in USA magazine to promote 11
th

 grades 

student’s vocabulary mastery in Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 01 Kota Malang. 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

The research is aimed to find out the influence of Study in USA magazine in 

vocabulary mastery especially for 11
th

 graders of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 01 Kota 

Malang (MAN 1 KOTA MALANG).   
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1.4 Research Significance 

 The researcher uses Study in USA magazine as vocabulary learning media in 

11
th

 grade of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 01 Kota Malang. The significance of the 

research is to provide a medium for the teachers who need learning media especially 

in vocabulary 

The significance of this research activity is also to give more varied 

vocabulary through this magazine. The students are also expected to study easily and 

in a fun way because this magazine has good cover and creative content about Study 

in USA. Finally the researcher hopes their enthusiasm can be improved to  study 

vocabulary through Study in USA magazine.  

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this research is to learn vocabulary through Study in USA 

magazine, and also to understand many words to avoid difficulty in learning English 

skill of 11
th

  grade students. This research is limited to vocabulary practice of 11
th

   

grade students in Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 01 Kota Malang.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In this research, it the following terms are defined as: 
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1. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is knowledge of words and word meanings. However, this 

definition is inadequate, as it sweeps over some important distinctions. First of all, 

words come in both oral and written forms, and the words typically used in speech 

are less precise and of a more limited variety than the words used in print (Taffy, 

2013). Vocabulary is one of the part of language to construct word and sentences, it 

has basic component of language. 

2. Magazine 

The Magazine is media publication or book press which is published 

periodically contains article from various writer (Assegaf, 1983). The magazine is a 

medium which is aimed to some information about entertainment or public news. The 

various writer will express their idea and collect all of useful information in the 

magazine as literature for public. 

3. Learning 

Learning is generally defined as being connected with thinking or conscious 

mental processes (Procter, 1996; LeFrançois, 2000 in Easterbrook, 2013). Learning is 

the connection for learners to knowing and studying science, for instance, vocabulary 

in language science.  
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4. Mastery

Mastery is not reserved for the super talented or even for those who are 

fortune enough to have gotten an early start, it is available to anyone who is willing to 

get on the path and stay on it regardless of age, sex, or previous experience (Leonard, 

1991). Mastery is not only who super talented on their science field, but they have 

willingness to study hard with science field which faced by them. 

5. Effect

The effect is one of the elements in communication, it has very important role 

for knowing the success in our desired communication (Cangara, 2002). The effect of 

Study in USA magazine is hoped to increase the 11
th

 grade students’ vocabulary

mastery as the research desire. The success of research result is determined the effects 

of Study in USA magazine toward vocabulary mastery. 


