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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In this chapter, the writer discusses some reviews of related literatures. These 

are such grammar, grammatical error, error analysis, sources of error, type of error, 

writing and descriptive text. Each section will be revealed below. 

2.1 Grammar 

Grammar is the essential as a writing guidance for students to compose their 

writing correctly and to convey the meaning properly in particular written form. 

According to Harmer (2001: 12), grammar is the description of the ways in which 

words can change their forms and can be combined into sentences in that language. 

Moreover, Cahyono in Jayanti (2013:13) explains that grammar refers to the degree 

to which the language user has mastered the linguistic code which includes 

knowledge of vocabulary, rules of pronunciation and spelling, word formation, and 

sentence structure. 

From those statements, it can be concluded that grammar deals with some 

structure rules in language such as word formation, sentence structure, etc. Every 

language has its own grammar. People are able to communicate using their 

language because they know the grammar system of their language that is making 

learning. 
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2.2 Grammatical Error 

Leacock et al. (2010:2) define grammatical errors as being error in grammar, 

usage or mechanic, and sometime include a subset of spelling errors. Especially in 

the context of the teaching English in Indonesia, the teaching of grammar should be 

integrated in the development of the four language skills. To know how grammar 

works is to understand more about how grammar is used and misused. It means that 

there is a possibility of error occurrence in students learning. In this research, the 

term of error in grammar will be called a grammatical error. 

2.3 Error Analysis 

Learning a target language (English) is different from learning one‘s mother 

tongue. There are some opinions about error analysis. Brown (1987: 259) in his 

book said that “Errors can be observed, analyzed, and classified to reveal something 

of the system operating within the learner, led to a surge of study of learners‘ errors, 

called error analysis‖.” It seems this concept is the same as the one proposed by 

Richards and Schmidt (2010: 201) error analysis has three purposes: (1) identify 

strategies which learners use in language learning, (2) try to identify the causes of 

learner errors, and (3) obtain information on common difficulties in language 

learning, as an aid to teaching or in the preparation of teaching materials. 

From the two definitions above, it can be said that error analysis is an activity 

to identify, classify, and interpreted or describe the errors made by someone in 

speaking or in writing and it is carried out to obtain information on common 

difficulties faced by someone in speaking or in writing English sentences. 
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2.4 Source of Error 

Brown (2000: 223) states that there are four possible sources of error. They 

are: interlingual transfer, intralingual transfer, context of learning and 

communication strategies. 

 a. Interlingual Transfer  

Interlingual transfer is one of significant error causes for the students. 

Here, inerlingual transfer occurs when mother language interference the target 

language. The students understand the linguistic system of mother language 

well before learn system of target language. 

b. Intralingual Transfer  

Intralingual transfer is major factor that interference the students to learn 

target language. Some researchers have found that the students are used mother 

language system (interlingual transfer), learned the however when the students 

new system of target language, both of the system would be generalized. 

c. Context of Learning  

Context of learning happen when learners makes errors because of 

misleading explanation from the teacher, faulty presentation of a structure or 

word in a text book, or even because of a pattern that was memorized by rote 

in a drill but improper contextualized. In short this set of error comes from the 

external factors. 

d. Communication Strategies  
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It is defined and related to learning styles. In order to get the message 

across, a learner may use some techniques, but at the time these techniques can 

be the source of error. 

2.5 Type of Error 

In this study, the researcher uses surface strategy taxonomy proposed by 

Dulay et al (1982: 150-163) in analyzing students' errors. Surface Strategy 

Taxonomy emphasizes the ways of alteration in surface structures. By 

analyzing errors from surface strategy Taxonomy, the researcher is able to 

know the way of students in constructing the new language. It is due to the fact 

that students might omit and add unnecessary items or misorder and misform 

them. 

a) Omission 

Omission errors are characterized by the absence of an item that must appear 

in a well-formed utterance. 

Example: 

1. He _ a cat. 

It should be: He is a cat. 

2. He _ very cute and sweet. 

It should be: He is very cute and sweet. 
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Sentence (1) is grammatically incorrect because the students omitted “to be 

(is)” before article “a”. Sentence (2) is grammatically incorrect because there is an 

item omitted. There is no to be in that sentence. So the complete the gap on that 

sentence above, it should be filled with “is”. 

b) Addition 

Addition errors are characterized by the presence of an item which must not 

appear in a well-formed utterance. 

Example: 

1. It’s have 4 bedrooms. 

It should be: It has 4 bedrooms. 

2. I am play with my pet 

It should be: I play with my pet. 

Sentence (1) is grammatically incorrect because in this sentence “It’s have” 

should be replaced with “It has” because to be “is” is not needed in such conditions. 

So the verb got available for the subject “it” and verb that used is “has”. Sentence 

(2) is grammatically incorrect because in this sentence “I am “should be replaced 

with “I”, as “am” is not needed in such conditions. 

 

 

c) Misformation 
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Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong form of the 

morpheme or structure. 

Example:  

1. She always accompany me when I study. 

It should be: She always accompanies me when I am studying. 

2. He always play with her tail. 

It should be: He always plays with her tail. 

Sentence (1) is grammatically incorrect because the verb “accompany” 

should be “accompanies” because subject third person singular female should be 

add e or es. Sentence (2) is grammatically correct because the verb “play” should 

be “plays” because subject third person singular male should be add e or es. 

d. Misordering 

Misordering errors are a wrong placement of morpheme or a group of 

morphemes in an utterance. 

Example: 

1. Color’s bibi is gray. 

It should be: Bibi’s color is gray. 

2. Body’s bibi is big 

It should be: Bibi’s body is big. 
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Sentence (1) is grammatically incorrect because the student just translate 

Bahasa Indonesia into English. The word “color’s bibi” is misplaced each other so 

it makes the reader confused. So, the correct grammatically order of those words 

should be “bibi’s color”. Sentence (2) the word “Body’s bibi” are also misplaced 

each other. The right grammatically order of those words should be “Bibi’s body”. 

2.6 Writing 

Four principles of English skills in particular are the keys to effective English 

learning. These four English skills support the fact that it can be easily grasped, 

remembered, and followed by students. The four skills of English that must be 

mastered by students are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

 Spivey (2006), learning to write is like learning to read and writing, it 

requires and combines more basic skills than any other subject area. Writing is act 

of self-expression. Writing is among the most complex human activities. It involves 

the development of a design idea, the capture of mental representations of 

knowledge, and of experience with subjects. It gives time for the writer to think, to 

try out the ideas on paper, to choose words, to read what has written, to rethink, 

revise, and rearrange it, and most importantly, to consider its effect on readers. 

Furthermore, writing gives time to find the best possible way of stating what the 

writer means.  

 

 

2.7 Descriptive Text 
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There are some kinds of text types of writing. One of them is descriptive text. 

Descriptive text is one of some genres in English that should be mastered by the 

learners both in junior or senior high school students beside other English text. 

Wardiman (2008:16) states that descriptive text is a kind of text that describes the 

features of someone, something, or a certain place. Priyana (2008:18) descriptive 

text is a kind of text that describes the characteristic of a specific thing, such as 

thing of person, animal, or object. From the definition above, it can be concluded 

that descriptive text is a text that describes a particular person, animal, or object. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


