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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher presents background of the study, statement of 

problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

People are more aware of how important the language is. Language is mean 

of communication which helps people to interact, express, and communicate their 

ideas. The use of language cannot be separated from human life because it is a tool 

that is used by people in speaking or writing. Corder (1962: 20) states that language 

is an object like a tool, which can pick up, use for some purposes, and put down 

again. By using language, they can ask other people to do something, exchange 

their ideas, and can communicate each other about their plans in the future or 

experiences. 

English is very important to be learnt because English is international 

language. According to Khamkhien (2010; 1), “English has increasingly become 

the medium of communication around the word both in local and global”. 

 In Thailand, English is taught as a foreign language rather than a second 

language. From the first year of primary school, English is taught in school 

(Laopongharn and Sercombe, 2009). So, to keep up with the growth of the current 

world, Thai students have to learn English. Based on Thailand Ministry of 

Education (2001), learning foreign language is very important and essential to daily 
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life, as foreign language provide as an important tool for communication, education, 

seeking knowledge, living and creating understanding of cultures and visions of the 

world community. 

In learning English, there are four language skills which have to be mastered, 

they are writing, listening, reading, and speaking. Those four skills are divided into 

two types which are receptive skill and productive skill. Receptive skill is a term 

used for reading and listening, skills where meaning is extracted from the discourse. 

Productice skills is the term for speaking and writing, skills where students actually 

have to produce language themselves (Harmer, 2001: 265). 

Grammar also concerns with the principles of both syntax and morphology 

which govern the interpretation of words, phrases and sentence which are built in 

the language itself (Radford, 1997:1). It is known that English grammar is different 

from Thai grammar. Consequently, it is difficult for students to develop their 

English proficiency. The difference between the grammar of native language and 

target language is one of the factors, which induces the students to make many 

errors. It can affect the content of their writing, as the result, their messages do not 

convey successfully to the reader. For example, grammar consists of tenses, word 

choice, spelling, etc. In tenses, for example, “I buyed a book” yesterday which is 

supposed to be “I bought a book”. In word choice, like sentence “she have black 

hair”. It should be “she has black hair”. The last is spelling, for example “my father 

stop smoking”, whereas the right sentence is “my father stopped smoking”. 
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Actually, writing is a basic and very important language skill because it is 

integral to the learning process and it can improve the students‟ academic 

performances but it cannot be learned in a short time. According to Vallete (1985: 

81), writing skill requires more capabilities than other language skills and need 

special preparation. It requires the students to understand the spelling and 

punctuation, the sentence structures, the vocabulary, and the paragraph 

development. Because of that, writing is one of the four skills which have a high 

status as a part of the culture of society or institution. It means that writing is one 

of the communication means by which the students can communicate their ideas 

and messages. It involves composing which implies the ability either to tell or retell 

pieces of information in the form of narration, description, or transform information 

into texts.  

 In Thailand, students have faced with the writing problems chronically. 

Pawapatcharaudom (2007:53) conducted the study aiming to investigate the 

strategies and problems in learning English language of Thai university students 

and reported that a majority of Thai students have a serious problem with writing 

skill. When comparing with other skills of English that Thai learners have acquired, 

writing seems to be the unsatisfied. As EFL Thai learners have encountered with 

the language requirement of the new century, the teachers and researchers have 

currently gained their interest on the study of writing to solve a crisis. 

Based on discussion above, I would like to make research entitle: “An 

Analysis grammatical error in writing descriptive text by Thai students in 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang.” 
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 

1. What type of grammatical error in writing descriptive text at Thai 

students of University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

2. How is the frequency of grammatical error in writing descriptive text at 

Thai students of University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To find out the types of grammatical error in writing descriptive text at  

Thai students of University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

2. To find out the frequency of grammatical error in writing descriptive 

text at Thai students of University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4 Significance of the Study  

Thai student                         : they will know their problem in grammatical;                                 

                                               they can improve their writing skill. 

 Lecturer                                : is able to add some material about grammatical to                  

                                                the Thai students. 

Further researcher                 : guidance and reference to conduct the research         

                                                dealing with the topic. 

English Dept. of UMM         : can find the solution for those problems. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

     The scope of this study is that researcher focused on grammatical errors in 

writing descriptive text by Thai students in University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 



5 
 

The subjects are limited to Thai students at third semester at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. The researcher takes seven students of English 

department, 2016/2017 Acadermic year. The grammatical rules in writing 

descriptive text are analyzed. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms. 

1. Grammar is a phrase, clause, or sentence which is acceptable because if 

follows the rules of grammar (Richard and Schmidi, 2002: 253) 

2. Error is a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of a native speaker 

reflects the competence of the learner. Errors are systematic, consistent 

deviance characteristics of the learner linguistic system at a given stage of 

learning. (Brown, 2000: 217) 

3. Writing is the primary part of language which used to convey information, 

ideas, beliefs, and impression to others. As what people want to express too 

complex orally and when the communication is should have been permanent 

form for the other to read. (Jacob, 1985: 5) 

4. Descriptive text is a kind of text describe something, someone, or place. 

(Murkato, 2007:140) 

5. Thai Students refer to Thai students who get scholarship in studying at 

English department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

 

 


