
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Research Background 

Islamic education can be defined as the guidance done by a person 

(teacher) to a person (pupil) so that he/she develops optimally according to 

Islamic values or at least remain within the corridor of Islamic teaching 

values.
1
  

In essence, one of the goals in implementing Islamic education is for 

the creation of nobility and height of akhlak in students’ character.
2
 It means 

that as more and more knowledge is obtained by a person from the process of 

education, the higher his/her courtesy in life. The longer a person goes to 

education, the more praiseworthy his/her character will be. Educated people 

should strive to avoid misbehaviour or immoral measures. Hence, that's the 

thing that can be inferred from the concept of Islamic education purposes. 

On other side, when we are looking at the current reality, one of the 

goals of Islamic education as above, improving the nobility of akhlak, seems 

less successful to be realized. Nowadays, praiseworthy character looks 

increasingly unnoticed and becomes far from the human’s life. Moreover, this 

akhlak decline not only hit one circle, but it has hit almost all circles in 

society. It starts from children to adults, from ordinary people to the elites or 

leaders of the nation, and even from the educated community to the people 
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who have never touched the education field. All groups are very likely to be 

afflicted with the immoral or misbehaviour diseases. 

Currently, it is very common to find types of akhlak decline, such as 

free sex behaviour, drug abuse, brawl among students, corruption, and so 

forth. If you look at the data released by the Religious Court of Ponorogo 

Regency, as reported by Sindonews.com, there are 47 junior and senior high 

school students in Ponorogo Regency having an out-of-wedlock pregnancy. 

In consequence, the parents of the students submit a dispensation to the 

Religious Courts so, their children are allowed to marry.
3
 As we know, the 

regulation in Indonesia do not allow children under 18 years old to get marry. 

Hence, if the children’s age are less then it, the parents have to get 

dispensation from the Religious Courts. 

Not only free sex, this time also found a type of akhlak decline in the 

form of drug abuse. In addition, Indonesia becomes one of the targeted 

countries by the big drug kingpin. According to data presented by the Head of 

Public Relations of National Narcotics Agency, Sumirat Dwiyanto, on 19
th

 

January 2015, as quoted from www.kompasiana.com, drug transactions in 

Indonesia has reached 48 trillion IDR.
 4

 

Another form of akhlak decline, beside free sex and drug abuse, is the 

corruption perpetrated by the elites in this country. According to data released 

by the Supreme Court of Indonesia, as set out by the CNN Indonesia website, 
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that throughout 2016, the handling of corruption cases conducted by the 

Supreme Court reached 453 cases. The handling of corruption case ranks 

number two after the narcotics case.
5
 It proves that the problem of akhlak 

decline not only hit young people, but also hit the adults. Moreover, the 

corruption case was perpetrated by the intelligentsia or educated people. 

Immorality is a term used to describe the opposite of the term morality. 

Being immoral can be interpreted as an action that are contrary to what Allah 

swt. has commanded. The impact of this immorality is quite serious, that can 

impose dignity, causes feelings of dislike from people around who see the act, 

or even damages the faith.
6
 

Seeing so much impacts of immoral action of the people, therefore, 

people should to try as hard as possible to avoid it. One of the ways to avoid 

immoral actions is by returning to the Qur'an, by observing and applying the 

guidelines and teachings that are in it. The Qur'an itself is very concerned 

about the akhlak issue. Quite a lot of verses of the Qur'an that discuss about 

akhlak, one of which is the word of Allah swt. in sura al-Ahzab verse 21: 

َ َوٱۡۡلَۡوَم ٱٓأۡلِخَر  ۡسَوةٌ َحَسَوةٞ لَِّمن ََكَن يَرُۡجواْ ٱَّللَّ
ُ
ِ أ لََّقۡد ََكَن لَُكۡم ِِف رَُسوِل ٱَّللَّ

َ َلثرِٗيا َوذَ    ٢١َلَر ٱَّللَّ

                                                           
 

5
 https://www.cnnindonesia.com/nasional/20161228182616-12-182732/ma-jumlah- 

perkara-korupsi-meningkat-sepanjang-2016/, accessed on Friday July 14
th

 2017. 

 
6
 Samsul Munir Amin, Ilmu Akhlak, (Jakarta: Amzah, 2016), page 232. 

https://www.cnnindonesia.com/nasional/20161228182616-12-182732/ma-jumlah-%20perkara-korupsi-meningkat-sepanjang-2016/
https://www.cnnindonesia.com/nasional/20161228182616-12-182732/ma-jumlah-%20perkara-korupsi-meningkat-sepanjang-2016/


“Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of 

conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and 

who engages much in the Praise of Allah.”
7
 

The verse explicitly explained that the Muhammad saw. is the main role 

model for all mankind in akhlak. The noble character of Muhammad saw. is 

also explained in another verse, i.e. in sura al-Qalam verse 4: 

  ٤ِإَوهََّك لََعََلٰ ُخلٍُق َعِظيٖم 

“And verily, you (Muhammad) are on an exalted standard of 

character.” 

From the two verses above, it can be concluded that the Qur'an pays 

great attention to matters of akhlak. To the perfection of akhlak, people have 

to pay more attention to verses of the Qur'an that discuss about akhlak. People 

also have to believe that the Qur'an is a living guide that will guide life to a 

straight way. As revealed by Muhammad Quraish Shihab that the Qur'an has 

given guidance and direction about the problem of aqidah, shari'ah, and 

akhlak, by laying down the basic principles on the matter, and Muhammad 

saw. has been commissioned by Allah SWT. to provide more explanation 

about these principles.
 8

 

If people do not put the Qur'an as a guide or just make it as a reading 

book, it means that they stay away from the Qur'an. When Muslims away 

from the Qur'an, in the sense of not learning and practicing the values in it, 
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then the Qur'an will lose its relevancies to the reality of the people that occurs 

nowadays.
9
 

Guidelines on akhlak values are contained in many verses which are 

explained both explicitly and implicitly. The verses that implicitly discuss 

akhlak matters, in general, are the verses that tell the events that occurred in 

the past. From these story, we can take lesson contained in it.  

One of the stories in the Qur'an that is rich in the content of akhlak 

values is the story of Qarun. The story of Qarun is found in several places in 

the Qur'an. Moreover, the most complete verse discussing the story is in sura 

al-Qashash, verses 76-84. 

The lesson from Qarun’s story is very interesting to be revealed because 

it contains quite a lot of akhlak values, whether it is akhlak towards Allah 

swt., family, and social life. Qarun, who is known for his abundant wealth, 

has acted oppression to his own people, the Children of Israil.
10

 

Despite Qarun has been given the abundant treasures, he is not grateful 

for the gift immediately. Instead of giving thanks to Allah SWT, Qarun, on 

the contarary, shows disgraceful behaviour. Various suggestions have been 

conveyed by Prophet Musa as. as well as by the wise men of the Children of 

Israil, but Qarun ignored them. He assumed that his abundant treasures were 

gained as the result of his own effort and no interference from others. 

Because of his mischievous behavior, Qarun was punished by Allah 

swt. He was immersed in the earth along with the palace and all of his wealth. 
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That is the way of Allah SWT. gives lesson or wisdom to His disobedient 

servant. 

Reviewing and revealing the lessons of the the Qur'an is not sufficient 

just by reading the translation. However, there needs to be excavation of the 

interpretation of the verses, so that understanding of the verse is not 

superficial. There are so many tafseer books of Qur'ani that refer to people all 

over the world either they are classical or contemporary tafseer. One of the 

popular tafseer books that became a reference especially in Indonesia, is al-

Azhar tafseer by HAMKA. 

The interpretations made by HAMKA are quite relevant to current 

problems. This is because the al-Azhar tafseer is classified as contemporary 

tafseer. Besides having a great work in the form of a tafseer book, he also 

focus on the matters of akhlak. It is characterized by one of his works entitled 

"Lembaga Budi"
11

 in which he reviews the various issues related to the mind 

or akhlak. 

Based on the problems that have been described above, the researcher is 

interested to study the content of akhlak values in the Qarun’s story in sura al-

Qashash verse 76-84, so that the researchers choose the title: "The Contents 

of Akhlak Values in Qarun’s Story (Study on Sura al-Qashash verses 76-84 in 

al-Azhar Tafseer by HAMKA).” 
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B. Research Problems 

Based on the background of the research which was presented above, 

the researcher decides the research problem as follows: 

1. What is the content of sura al-Qashash verses 76-84 according to the 

interpretation of HAMKA in al-Azhar tafseer? 

2. What are the akhlak values contained in Qarun’s story in sura al-Qashash 

verses 76-84 according to the interpretation of HAMKA in al-Azhar 

tafseer? 

 

C. Research Objectives 

Referring to the research problem above, the purposes of this research 

are formulated as follow: 

1. To identify the contents of sura al-Qashash verses 76-84 according to 

the interpretation of HAMKA in al-Azhar tafseer. 

2. To find the content of akhlak values in Qarun’s story in sura al-

Qashash verses 76-84 according to the interpretation of HAMKA in 

al-Azhar tafseer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



D. Research Significances 

This research is expected to provide several benefits, both theoretically 

and practically. These benefits are: 

1. Theoretically, this research will be expected to enrich the scientific 

treasures, especially in the field of Islamic Education. Akhlak matters is a 

complex and dynamic issue. Akhlak problems usually evolve with the 

times. Consequently, this research is also expected to be a inducement for 

other researchers to perform deepening or further research on akhlak 

issues. 

2. Practically, this research is expected to be utilized well by the related 

elements, namely: 

a. Educational Institutions and Students 

This research is expected to be able to enrich the data and 

information for the Tarbiyah Department, Faculty of Islamic Studies 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang especially related to the study of 

akhlak issues contained in the Qur'an. 

b. Educators and Society 

The results of this research are projected to be a reference 

material to be applied in the world of education in general, both at 

school and wider society. 

 

 

 

 

 



E. Definition of Key Terms 

The definition of the key term are necessary to avoid misinterpretation 

and reduce the biases in this research. Thus, following sections are the terms 

that need to be emphasized in this study: 

1. Content 

Content means substance.
12

 The meaning of the word "Content" in 

this study is the substances contained in the story of Qarun in sura al-

Qashash verses 76-84. 

2. Value 

The purpose of the word "value" in this study is everything that is 

valuable, meaningful, qualified, and useful to human beings.
13

 Values 

can also be interpreted as a reference and a belief in discontinuing 

choices.
14

 Everything is valued when it has some of the following 

properties: pleasant, useful, satisfying, profitable, interesting, and 

belief.
15

 

Values, in the simplest sense, are something that is considered 

valuable by an individual or a group of people and becomes a reference 

and a belief in determining the choice of good or bad, right or wrong, 

appropriate or inappropriate, and so on. 
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3. Akhlak 

Etymologically, the word "akhlak", as quoted from al-Munjid 

dictionary, is derived from the Arabic word khuluq, which means 

behaviour or character.
16

 

According to al-Ghazali, as quoted by Samsul Munir Amin in the 

book "Ilmu Akhlak", akhlak is the nature embedded in the human soul 

that will give spontaneous acts or behaviour without any consideration. 

Something is identified as good akhlak when the nature gave 

commendable acts. In the contrary, something is called bad akhlak when 

it gave evil actions.
17

 

Based on the above understanding, it can be concluded that akhlak 

is a spontaneous act, which the action is derived from the subconscious 

of a person. It can also be concluded that there are two types of akhlak 

namely, good akhlak (mahmudah) and bad akhlak (mazhmumah). 

 

F. Systematics Writing 

In order to provide more systematic research, then it is needed a proper 

systematics writing. The discussion in this study is divided into five chapters, 

as follows: 

CHAPTER I: Introduction. In this chapter will be described clearly about 

some sub-chapters namely, research background, research problem, research 
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objectives, research significances, definition of key terms, and systematics 

writing. 

CHAPTER II: Review of Related Literature. In this chapter will be 

described in depth regarding the study of theories that are adapted from 

relevant sources. The sections that will be discussed in this chapter is related 

to the concept of values, akhlak concepts in Islam, and stories contained in 

the Qur'an. The goal is to help in analyzing and describing the problems 

raised in the study. 

CHAPTER III: Research Method. This chapter discusses the methods used 

by researchers in doing research. It consists of several sub-chapters namely, 

research approach, type of research, data collection techniques, and data 

analyzing techniques. 

CHAPTER IV: Research Results. In this chapter will be presented results 

obtained by researchers related to the research undertaken. 

CHAPTER V: Conclusions and Suggestions. In the last chapter, the 

researcher will explain the conclusions derived from the research and related 

suggestions. 


