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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

In this chapter, the researcher discusses five items related to the research method, 

namely: research design, research subject, research instrument, data collection and data 

analysis. 

3.1 Research Design 

 According to Ary (2010), research design is the researcher’s plan of how to proceed to 

gain understanding of some group or some phenomenon in its context. In designing the 

researchers need to know the types of research; they are quantitative and qualitative. In this 

research, the researcher uses descriptive qualitative research design. According to Ary 

(2010:640), descriptive research is the research that asks questions about the nature, 

incidence, or distribution of variables; it involves describing but, not manipulating variables. 

This means that it is intended to explain or describe a situation, event; objects whether 

people or objects of everything related to variables and can’t be manipulated. 

 The purpose of this research was to analyze the grammatical errors of writing 

descriptive text. The researcher analyzed this research based on the surface strategy 

taxonomy and the comparative analysis to infer the source of the errors. The researcher was 

interesting in error analysis of grammatical because grammar was believed to contain 

valuable information on the strategies that students used to acquire a language.  

According to Bogdan et al (2007:5) qualitative is descriptive that data collected take the 

form of words or pictures rather than a numbers.  
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So, the researcher used descriptive qualitative research because the data of this 

research was in the form of sentences and paragraph. After that the errors that had been 

collected were analyzed to determine the types of errors. In this term, error broken down into four 

categories: error of omission, error of addition, error of selection, and error of ordering.  

3.2 Research Subject 

 The research was conducted at SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu which was located in Jl. 

Welirang No.18, Sisir Kec. Batu, Kota Batu. There were seven classes of Eighth regular 

classes at SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu. The researcher used purposive to take the sample 

that was a class 8G which contained of 22 students. 8G class was the favorite class because 

they have good enough skill in English. However, it did not guarantee that they could avoid 

making error in sentence or paragraph.  

3.3 Research Instrument  

 In this research, the researcher used document to collect the data. Burns (1999:140) 

states that “documents are readily and accessible source of data which helps researchers to 

complement other observations by building a richer profile of the classroom or the 

institutional context for the research”. In this research, the researcher collected the data of 

students’ writing descriptive. So, the researcher done to know how well students were doing 

the writing about ‘describing friend’. Besides, the researcher The researchers used data from 

the results of existing students' writing about describing friend. After documenting students’ 

writing paper, the researcher revealed the grammatical errors of writing with the source of 

errors and find out what are the possible solutions of this errors. 

3.4 Data Collection Technique 

 The data needed in this research were the kinds of errors in writing descriptive text 

made by the second-grade student of SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu. Before the researcher 
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analyzed the data, the first the researcher collecting the results of writing descriptive that 

students made. The next step was data classification and analysis. The following were steps 

for classifying and analyzing grammatical errors in writing: 

1. Identifying the kinds of errors which are found in writing descriptive made by students. 

2. Identifying the errors which are found on every words, phrase or sentence. 

3. Classifying the data into the sub category of surface strategy taxonomy.  

4. Interpreting and describe the data which have been classified. 

5. Analyzing the data to infer the causes and sources they commit errors. 

6. Find out the possible solution for the errors. 

3.4 Data Analysis 

 After all the data were collected, the researcher identified the errors especially in the 

grammatical error made by students in class 8G. There were some steps done by the 

researcher. First, after arranging the data, the researcher gave correction to the students’ 

writing one by one. The correction was adding underline in each words, phrases or sentences 

which contained of grammatical errors and corrects the error one with the correct answer. 

The researcher only focuses on students writing analysis and she does not pay attention in 

the student’s creativity. The second, after giving correction to the students writing, the 

researcher underlines and classifies the data into types of errors. The third step was 

describing the data  
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systematically to the best understanding about grammatical errors problem. The researcher 

described the data in the form of sentences and paragraph. The fourth, the researcher giving 

conclusion about kinds and dominant errors.  

 


